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Abstract

The current study aimed to uncover the reality of services provided to special education
categories in Palestinian governmental schools and to propose a conceptual framework for
their development based on the standards of the Council for Exceptional Children. To achieve
the study objectives, a quantitative survey approach, a descriptive-analytical approach, and a
developmental approach were adopted. The study community consisted of special education
supervisors, inclusive education counselors, and inclusive education committee officials in
inclusive public sector schools for the targeted categories in the study. The quantitative data
sample comprised 333 individuals selected through stratified random sampling. The
qualitative data included a sample of 11 educational counselors, 10 school principals, and 30
parents. To achieve the study objectives, a scale was developed to assess the reality of
services provided to special education categories in Palestinian governmental schools. The
scale consisting of six dimensions and 58 items. Interviews were conducted with parents,
educational counselors, and school principals. Validity and reliability of the study tools were
verified.

The study results indicated a moderate level of services provided in general to students with
autism spectrum disorder, intellectual developmental disorders, and specific learning
disabilities. There were no significant differences in the provided services attributed to
variables such as gender, years of experience, job title, or educational qualification. However,
no significant differences were found based on the type of special education category, but
significant differences were attributed to the type of service, favoring educational services
provided over any other services. Based on the study findings, a proposal was made to
develop services provided to special education students in governmental schools based on the
standards of the American Council for Exceptional Children, along with recommendations

and suggestions related to the current results.



170

Keywords: Reality of services provided to special education categories, Proposed framework

for service development, Standards of the Council for Exceptional Children.



