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Abstract

This study aims at highlighting the role of the Palestinian peaceful resistance in the shaping
of the Palestinian national identity. In order to do so, the researcher has done a study about
the transformations of the Palestinian national identity and the dialectic struggle and the
Palestinian resistance. Also, it projects the most important stags of the Palestinian poplar
resistance in the Palestinian cause and its role in the formation of the Palestinian national

identity.

Furthermore, the main hypothesis of this study is that there is a dialectic interchangeable
relationship between the Palestinian peaceful resistance and the Palestinian national
resistance which is proven in this study. In other words, a united leadership has been
formed in order to adopt a national strategic plan unifying the Palestinian peaceful
resistance from Palestinians from all Palestinian factions in Palestine and abroad. Such a
plan has specific national aims increasing the feeling of belonging to the Palestinian

national identity.

This study has employed the descriptive analytical methods as a result of the suitability of
the nature of the study that it is based on describing the phenomenon as it is. Also, it
employs the historical methods that it has collected basic data from books, documents and
articles as well as conducted interviews as being the main tool of the study.

The sample of the study comprises professors, peaceful resistance activists and personnel at
the governmental, official, and factional levels. In other words, these interviews comprise
the backbone of the study giving it a scientific and realistic dimension through their
expertise in the role of the Palestinian peaceful resistance and their vision about the future

as well as its impact. The results of these interviews are analyzed using descriptive code.

This study presents a comprehensive analysis of the Palestinian experience in its peaceful
resistance in its various stages and its impact on the formation of the Palestinian national
identity. Furthermore, it has proven that there is a dialectic interchangeable relationship
between the Palestinian peaceful resistance and the Palestinian national identity.



In other words, it is an inter-influential relationship not a causative one that the Palestinian
national identity affects the path of peaceful resistance and its development. At the same

time, resistance affects the formation of the Palestinian identity.

One of the most important results of this study is that the Palestinian peaceful resistance is
the best and perfect choice in resisting the Israeli occupation since it motivates Palestinian
to join the national activities according to their abilities. Also, it grants the Palestinians
international solidarity and continuity for a longer time in their liberation activities. In other
words, every Palestinian resists according to his potentials and abilities in order to feel that
s(he) is part of the national struggle process which aims to liberate Palestine and strengthen

the Palestinian national identity.

However, the Palestinian peaceful resistance cannot achieve its goals unless the formation
of a unified national leadership has been formed in order to put a national strategic plan
including all Palestinian factions with specific place and time. In such a framework, al
Palestinians in Palestine and abroad participate according to their goals and potentials

aiming to the liberation and independence of Palestine.

Keywords: The Palestinian national identity, resistance, popular peaceful resistance.
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Chapter One: General Framework of the Study
The Study’s Background and Significance



1.1. Introduction

This study discusses the role of popular peaceful resistance in the shaping and development
of the Palestinian national identity in light of the conceptual and theoretical frameworks
contributing in analyzing that role. Thus, it is done by making use of the modern
international historical experiences similar to the Palestinian one. In other words, there
seems to be a tight relationship between resistance and identity, but what is needed is
analyzing that relationship, its form, mechanism, and impact on both sides which is the core

issue in this study.

Palestine is distinguished with its strategic geo-political, civilized importance throughout
history since it lies on the eastern side of the Mediterranean. Also, it has borders with the
Red Sea giving it the advantage of reaching to Edin gulf and the Indian Ocean. Then, it
reaches to the trade route with the far East to India controlling oil lines later. This makes it
a hot spot and the target of the imperial countries before Zionism’s emergence. Then, after
the emergence of Zionism, the latter became an expansion to the imperial and colonization

projects in Palestine and the Arab world.

The Palestinian- Israeli struggle is one of the hardest cases of struggles in the world
because of the nature of the struggle which becomes more complex as time passes. This is
because Palestine has been facing a Zionist project which negates the Palestinian existence.
Thus, this struggle developed from fighting colonization British forces to resisting the
Zionist movement which aims at achieving racial cleansing since the Palestinian Israeli
struggle is based on identity and existence and still growing until it is resolved from its

roots.



The Palestinians used many strategies, tactics, and methods to resist foreign control over
Palestine that the Palestinian resistance in early 20" century against the British occupation
of Palestine started in 1917. During the British mandate, Zionism started to transfer Jews
from Europe to Palestine to take over its land and expel its Aboriginals using terrorism,
violence, and massacres under the supervision of the British forces which supported and

protected them.

After the occupation of Palestine in 1948, the Palestinian arena has been witnessing various
forms of struggle and resistance for liberation and independence; these styles reached their
ultimate level when the PLO was founded in 1964 and then Fatah was established in 1965.
At that period, the concept of the Palestinian national identity was formulated that the PLO
depended on resistance factions which were the best option for armed resistance to end the

occupation of Palestine util the eruption of the first intifada in 1987.

After the eruption of the first intifada in 1987, the Palestinian national council held in
Algeria in 1988 declared the independence of Palestine on the borders of 1967 and
suggesting the Palestinian peace program based on the two-state solution. Then, the PLO
accepted the stipulations of the international community for starting peace talks in Madrid
which led to Oslo Accord in 1993. Finally, the PLO amended some articles in the
Palestinian National Charter (PNC) and canceled other to deal with the fears of the call for
armed resistance in 1998. Also, it, the refused of the recognition of Israel and the call for

the liberation of historic Palestine as well as the 9" and 10™ article of the charter.

The 10" article in the PNC states:” armed struggle is the only way for the liberation of

Palestine, so it is a strategy not a tactic strategy changing the Palestinian strategy



dramatically. Since the PLO adopted the option of popular peaceful struggle as its official
and strategic choice in its new system, they based it on negotiations and the call for

implementing the resolutions of the international legitimacy.

This reality was translated on the ground in several Palestinian cities and locations in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip in order to fight back the projects of colonization and building
the separation wall. For example, the popular peaceful resistance was adopted in several
Palestinian cities and villages alongside the separation wall from Zboba, Anin, Al-Tayba,
Tora Al-Gharbia, Der Al-Ghson, Kofr Qadom and Jayyos in Tulkarm and Qalgilya to
Na’lin , Bal’in and Bodros in Ramallah as well as Al-Ma’sara, Om Salmona and Al-Wilja

in Bethlehem leading to Beit Omar and Yata in Hebron.

In light of the previously said, this study tackles the impact of the Palestinian popular
resistance on the formation of the Palestinian national identity and its development over the
years throughout the various struggles with the Zionism and the Israeli state from 2005
until nowadays. This is done to highlight the achieved progress concerning preserving the
Palestinian national identity especially after the adoption of the PLO the popular peaceful

resistance as a strategic form of resistance.

This study depends on previous studies and conceptual and theoretical frameworks related
to national identities and resistance in light of historical, local, national, and international
experience especially in the area of popular peaceful resistance. For example, it made use
of the Indian experience in fighting the British colonization through adopting a strict form
of peaceful resistance under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi relating it to the recreation

of the Indian identity realization.



Still, there was a need to be distinguished from others through the relationship with it
regardless its shape and the ability to influence it. In this context, Anderson defines national
identity as the characteristics of the nations that every nation has its own unique
characteristics which distinguishes it from others. Palestinians are no exception because
their national identity was created in the natural order of evolution which is the context of
natural, historical, and legal rights of the Palestinians in their historical land. However, it
developed in unnatural context including struggle and resistance which affected it since the

beginning of the last century living in a dialectic interchangeable relation until now.

1.2. Research Problem:

The Palestinian national identity has been the hallmark of the Palestinians for ages, so this
study will be dealing with the development of the Palestinian national identity and its
gradual development until nowadays. However, the Palestinian occupation by the Israelis
affected its shape that after occupation’s threats decreased, the Palestinians returned to their
tribal and local national identities. Therefore, this study questions the role of the Palestinian

popular resistance in reshaping the Palestinian national identity.

1.3. Research Objectives:

This study is an attempt to:

1. Understand and determine the aftermath of the relationship between the Palestinian

national identity and peaceful resistance.

1 Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism.
Verso, 2006.



2. Explain the impact of this relationship on reshaping the Palestinian national identity for

upcoming generations.

1.4. Research Significance and Justification:

To begin with, this study is significant due to highlighting the relationship between the
Palestinian popular resistance and the change in the Palestinian identity throughout history.
Many factors affected the change in the Palestinian identity including the Israeli occupation
of Palestine, the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, the results of 2006 Palestinian elections as
well as the division between Gaza and the West Bank in 2007 leading to having two

governments.

Then, two wars were raged against Gaza including the wars of 2008 and 2014. In the
meanwhile, the rise of the knife’s intifada in 2015 and electing Donald Trump, who
recognized Israel and moved the American embassy to Jerusalem, led to his announcement
of his peace plan. Such a plan indicated the annexation of 60% of the lands of the West

Bank to Israel.

The other thing is that peaceful resistance strategy agreed with the American strategy in the
Arab region especially the Americans’ efforts to achieve peace building with the

Palestinian government led by Dr. Salam Fayyad.

The previously mentioned changes led to a kind of mutation in the Palestinian national
identity. It is believed that this study will lead to recommendations paving the way to other

researchers to dig deeper in this issue since this study will not end these changes.



The continuous identity reshaping in the Palestinian case kept social scientists alerted to
any change since the development of the conflict affects the shaping of the Palestinian
identity. Still, the most important question would be about the long-term impact of these
changes on the future of the Palestinian identity especially in light of this raging conflict.
Consequently, this study will pave the way to other researchers to do future studies about

this topic.

1.5. Research Questions and Hypothesis:

This study is an attempt to answer the following questions: “What is the relationship
between the Palestinian popular resistance and the development and shaping of the national

identity in the period from 2005-present day?”

It hypothesizes that there is dialectic interchangeable relationship between the PPR and the

shaping process of the national Palestinian identity.

1.6. Methodology:

The researcher employed the descriptive, analytical method which describes the situation
systematically observing the problem, phenomenon as well as provides information about
the issue at hand. Then, the analytical method explains and evaluates any possible answer
for the questions of the study based on the historical method which is generating principles

based on chronological evolution course of the issue.



1.7. Research Tools:

This study made use of the following:

1. Primary and secondary information and data available in books, court documents and
scientific journals.

2. In-depth interviews that will be adopted as a study tool with an intentional sample from
the study community represented in four different levels of: Academics, activists of the
popular resistance, officials at the official government level, as well as officials at the
party level.

3. The descriptive code method will be used in analyzing the interviews; this method
summarizes each section, sentence, or words. Noting that usually one sentence could
include more than one code. Coding is suitable to analyze all forms of data such as

interviews, notes, documents, blogs, pictures, and videos?.

2 Qualitative research: An interpretative research that deals with symbolic materials that need a lot of
interpretation, and it usually answers questions and does not test hypotheses.

Thematic analysis: Thematic analysis is one of the methods used in analyzing qualitative data where the
researcher organizes and places data in specific topics or categories, and then explains and analyzes them
analytically to find the answer to his research question. Objective analysis may be done by focusing on the
commonalities between the data, but the common or repetitive topic may not necessarily be important or
meaningful.

Codes: Descriptive Code: it summarizes each syllable or sentence in a word or two, knowing that one
sentence may include more than one coding at times. The coding is suitable for analyzing almost all data
formats such as interview, note, documents, blogs, pictures, and videos.

Codes and Themes: After writing the notations comes the subject writing stage which is the result of the
notations.

After analyzing the data into many and small encodings, comes the stage of converting them into larger and
more encompassing topics. This transformation is accomplished by combining identical or similar encodings
into one classification called a theme.

After completing the data analysis, extracting coding and topics, and sorting the qualitative data according to
those topics, Themes begins the stage of writing and discussing the results. Presenting and discussing the
results may be in one chapter that combines presentation and discussion, and may be in two separate chapters
so that it is a separate chapter to present the results and another separate chapter to discuss and interpret these
results and link them to previous studies.



1.8. Limitations of the Study:

The limitation of this study includes the following:

1. Subjective limitations: it is the strict commitment to the specific topic of the role of the
Palestinian popular resistance in the formation of the Palestinian national identity.

2. Space limitations: the West Bank including Jerusalem and Gaza Strip.

3. Time limitations: it is done during the scholastic year 2020-2021.

4. Human limitations: a group of academic professors, activists of popular resistance and
personnel at the level of the government and the factions of the West Bank and Gaza

Strip.

1.9. Research Terminology:

This study includes a number of terms including:

1. ldentity: Individual’s identity is the internal feeling earned through religion, language,
social values and criteria through education and realization to the extent that it became
the racial stigma of humans 3. Concerning collective identity, it is the special
characteristics of nations that every nation has its own unique characteristics
distinguishing them from others according to Anderson.

2. The Palestinian national identity it is the collection of common characteristics which

distinguish a nation or a community from others. This is applied to the Palestinian

3 Al-Maraghi, Abeer Dawood. Ta’theer Al-Ihtilal Al-Israeli Ala Al-Hawiya Alwatinia Al-Filistinia “Al-
Torath Al-Sa’bi Namothajan. 2013. 48.



10

national identity with considering it a special one because it evolved due to resistance
making it a struggle identity in its essence. *

3. Resistance: the word “resistance” was mentioned in the extra attaché of Geneva
Convention in 1949 referring to people who fight against colonization and racism. °
However, resistance can be achieved peacefully without using armed power. ©

4. Peaceful resistance: it is the resistance which is based on political negotiations without
using violence in self-expression including coordinating marches and protests or
civilian mutiny.

5. Armed resistance: it is different from peaceful resistance including revolutionary
methods that individuals and groups seek it based of his sense of national duty to
liberate Palestine and achieve its independent. &

6. Popular resistance: it is one of the methods of struggle in which all the Palestinians
participate in in the 1948 land or the refugee camps aboard that the child, women, and
men are part of the popular resistance. °

7. Popular peaceful resistance: it is the resistance which tackles the civilian peaceful

nature without using armed force or any violent action. It is one of the national

* bid
2017 ."2014_1917 ple die Jiholill (ol a6 6 Lislailil) Lo glaall 2 ) 550l L jlee dema (o)L
% Ibid
7 1bid
¥ Ibid
? 1bid
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movements’ methods in the British settlements in Africa and Asia before their

independence. *°

19 Ibid,
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Chapter Two: Theoretical Framework and Previous
Studies
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1. Theoretical Framework:

In this study, many national identity, resistance, and popularity will be used as the pillars of

the theoretical framework in analysis including:

1. Benedict Anderson’s 1! theory of “imagined communities” is concerned with the origin
of nationalism and national consciousness as the basis of the imaginary political group
where imagination is specific and independent. ?According to Anderson, the fact that a
nations with the national identity is an imaginary group doesn’t make it a fictional group
because they are realistic group with realistic tools. 1
Thus, it provides researchers with necessary theoretical means in analyzing and
analyzing the progress of identities development and transformation. In other words,
identity is evolutionary and can impact the reality and development of the national
identity accurately.

2. The theory of Mahatma Gandhi * relied on mass civil disobedience leading to the

independence of India based on civil rights and freedom movement around the world. “I

11 Benedict Richard O'Gorman Anderson was born on August 26, 1936 and died on December 13, 2015, is an
honorary professor of international studies, specializing in Asian studies at Cornell University. In 1983, he
was famous for publishing a book “Imagining Communities”, which explored the origins of nationalism.

12 Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Verso,

2006.

13 Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Verso,
2006.

14 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869 and died on January 30, 1948, is remembered
as the prominent politician and spiritual leader of India during the Indian independence movement.
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object to violence because, when it appears to do good, the good is only temporary, the
evil it does is permanent.” *°
“Palestine belongs to the Arabs in the same sense that England belongs to the English
or France to the French...What is going on in Palestine today cannot be justified by
any moral code of conduct...If they [the Jews] must look to the Palestine of geography
as their national home, it is wrong to enter it under the shadow of the British gun. A
religious act cannot be performed with the aid of the bayonet or the bomb.
They can settle in Palestine only by the goodwill of the Arabs... As it is, they are co-
sharers with the British in despoiling a people who have done no wrong to them. | am
not defending the Arab excesses. | wish they had chosen the way of non-violence in
resisting what they rightly regard as an unacceptable encroachment upon their
country. But according to the accepted canons of right and wrong, nothing can be said
against the Arab resistance in the face of overwhelming odds.”®
Furthermore, it mirrors the significance of employing peaceful methods like popular
resistance in resolving disputes by taking the Indian experience as a model. In this
model, it is possible to go through the historical events of the Palestinian popular
resistance against Israel without resorting to violence at the social, economic, and

political levels. ¥’

50thman, Dr. Rose. “Strategies of popular resistance and their role in the reinforcement of the Culture of
nonviolence in the Palestinian Society 2013.

16 Othman, Dr. Rose. “Strategies of popular resistance and their role in the reinforcement of the Culture of
nonviolence in the Palestinian Society 2013.

7 The scope of this study is specific to study and understand PPR. Although armed resistance is another form
of resistance thatwas utilized in many countries successfully, for the purposes of this study, | will keep study
in line with the scope set forth.
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3. The social theory Bof Henry Tajfel 1° and John Turner’s theory of social psychology.
Furthermore, it is an attempt to explain individuals’ behavior as members of a particular
group. It does so based on differences and similarity of a set of elements such as statue,
loyalty, self-vision, legitimacy, and the possibility of its transmission to another group.
These theories are to tackle social identity by the ways of interpreting personal
identities of the members of a specific group. Resolving a conflict based on these
theories, should be related to the nature of the relationship between social identity and
groups’ political behavior. Furthermore, they highlight the competitive, conflictual, and
cooperative behavior in the nature of the interactive relationship between the “we” and
“them” group. %

The theory of social identity grants the studies of popular resistance and its impact on the

Palestinian identity a theoretical tool in understanding and analyzing individuals’ behavior

within political groups. As a result, it contributes to the study and analysis of the various

changes in the behavior of the Palestinians and their sense of their identity in conjunction
with the various political decisions that accompanied the Palestinian cause since the
occupation in 1948, the first intifada in 1987, the Declaration of Principles / Oslo and the

Al-Agsa Intifada in 2000.

18 Tajfel. The social identity theory of intergroup behavior. P 7-24.

19 Henri Tajfel: Henri Tajfel is a Polish social psychologist, born on June 22, 1919 and died on May 3, 1982,
famous for his pioneering work on the cognitive aspects of prejudice and the theory of social identity, as well
as Henry is one of the founders of the European Association for Experimental Social Psychology.

2014ee Jid) i s el puall 53 ol ¢l 30 20
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2.1.1. The Transformations of the Palestinian National Identity:

There is an argument about the formation of the Palestinian national identity and its
development according to the lifestyle of the Palestinians at the socio-political level.
However, this argument did not take significant importance despite its cultural, political,
and social importance to the Palestinians as a result of the Palestinian internal divisions.
Furthermore, they have weakened the Palestinian national identity which was affected by
the Diaspora, refugees’ countries, and the Israeli occupation. Other attempts included
changing, replacing, marginalizing, and solidifying the Palestinian national identity using
oppressive and eliminative blending. Also, there was an effective role for the Palestinian
revolution because of the creation of a new political reality after Oslo Accord and the
Palestinian division.

Palestine will always be part of the Islamic and Arab world, so the Arab and Islamic
components are essential parts of the Palestinian national identity since Palestine has a
religious status considering it the birth place of the three heavenly religions. In other words,
Islam reached Palestine due to the Islamic invasions led by Khalid Bin Al-Walid after
Ajnadin battle in 13 H and Al-Yarmuk battle in 15 H that the Rashidi Caliph Omar Bin Al-
Khattab came to ake the keys of Jerusalem.

For the great stature of Jerusalem, it was the only city in the Rashidi era whose keys were
delivered to the Rashidi Caliph. Then, after 88 years, Salah Al-Din Al-Ayoubi took over

Jerusalem in 853 H- 1187 AD at Hittin battle.
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Then, after the Ayyubid dynasty, the Mamluks came after the latter’s rule weakened in
Palestine in 1516 to the extent that their rule continued for four consecutive centauries. In
the meanwhile, the Ottoman empire ruled Palestine as a state representing all Muslims.
Then, the Palestinian patriots started to go against the Ottoman aggression that the
Palestinian liberation movements started to express themselves intellectually and
politically. Consequently, the first anti- Ottoman rule movement was created in Beirut in
1875 especially after the spread of the Turkish policy which aims to strengthen the Turkish

government and blending others in the Turkish societies. 2!

The Arab national sense rose after the union group to the rule of Istanbul in 1908 that
corruption spread in the administrative bodies in Jerusalem making it easy for the Jews to
get to Palestine and buy lands leading Shekhs like Asad Al-Shoqairi and Madi Abi Al-

Azaem to issue a religious judgment to forbid selling lands to the Jews to raise the
awareness to this dangerous phenomenon which threatens the Palestinian existence. >

After Belfour statement and the British mandate in Palestine in 1917, the first anti-British
colonization association was founded in Yafa led by Haj Ragheb Abu Sound Al-Dajani
named “The Islamic- Christian Palestinian Association”. Furthermore, this kind of
associations continued to be established that their number reached 15 associations.

In this period, the Palestinians suffered from displacement from their lands to be given to
settlers that it witnessed confrontations between Arabs and Jews signifying that this

struggle was religious and political. In addition, Haj Ameen Al-Husseni led the national

A(2005) 141 238l ¢ goleaBy/ selom T ciiphoill Gk sl sl 3 Sl oSl ciaae daal Maa 2!
Zibid
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movement as he was the religious man of Jerusalem and the head of the Supreme Islamic

Council. 23

Since the beginning of the British Mandate, the Palestinian traditional Islamic movement
played a vital role in taking in the national message which was welcomed by all religions
since Arabic was the only language that encompasses all national ideas.

This way, the Islamic ideology became one of the forms of resistance during the British
Mandate period that Friday’s speech aimed to give a rise to the idea of resistance as a

religious duty making people looking at their struggle against the colonizer from a religious
perspective.?* Consequently, the Islamic component in the Palestinian identity rose when

the situation was escalated in late 1928 after the extremist Jews asked for a change in the

status quo of Al-Buraqg wall that.

In addition, Haj Ameen Al-Husseini called for the convention of the Islamic conference in
Jerusalem on the 11" of February, 1928, Delegations for Syria, Lebanon and Jordan

participated in it that it called for protests in many Palestinian cities including Jerusalem.

Then, clashes between the Palestinians and the Jews continued for two weeks. >

Concerning the Arab component in the Palestinian national identity, the Western

colonization’s project in the Arab world and the separation of Palestine from the levant

leading the Palestinians to cling to their Arab identity. Radwa Abdulgader >° considered

¥ ibid
(1995) 21 3o ¢ aishaealdl il poll Aad igiadll A sl 5 Fpe sl & sel) oo (0 ssisbandlil ¢sppadl ausa 2
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that Sykes—Picot Agreement in 1916 was the spark that exploded the situation in Palestine

and the Arab region in general that it was divided between Britain and France.

This led to separating Palestine from the Levant and Syria which enhanced the necessity of
protecting the Arab national identity of the Palestinians who adopted the flag of the Arab
revolution since 1918. Also, their activities did not separate for the first political
expressions of their movement which took the form of Islamic- Christian associations
assuring their refusal of the separation of Palestine from the Arab Syrian government

related to the Arab unity.

The importance of the Arab dimension and the Arab unity arose in the confrontation of the
Zionist threat considering Palestine the main issue of the Arabs. After that, protests went on
due to this separation taking many forms including establishing Arab clubs in Jerusalem,
sending an objection memo to the American senates. However, San Remo conference in
1920 added an international legitimacy to occupying Arab regions. This was another

motivation to the Palestinians’ clinging to their Arab identity.

Also, they participated in establishing factions, movements and Arab secretive associations
which were established after the foundation of the Ottoman constitution in 1908. Thus, they
adopted the ideas of national reformation, but their national belonging took the form of

belonging to specific land and homeland which were about to be lost due to immigration

and colonization of the Jews. 7

7 Ibid
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Many parties arose in the Palestinian arena that the Marxist Labor party which was the first
Marxist party in Palestine established in late 1919. Since 1922, this party was renamed to
the Palestinian Communist party, In the meeting held in Jerusalem in 1932, the

establishment of the Arab independence party was declared in order to achieve the
independence of the Arab states which were natural part of Syria. 2 Another party was

established in Jerusalem in 1935 was the party of Reform focusing on the demands of the

Palestinian independence within the Arab unity.

Also, the Arab party was established led by president Jamal Al-Husseini in 1935 to revive
the idea of the Arab unity. Concerning the party of National Unity established in 1936, it
took an objective method towards the struggle between Al-Husseini family and Al-
Nashashibi family aiming to the independence of Palestine keeping its Arabism within the

Arab unity.

Thus, the emergence of these parties in the Palestinian arena led to the emergence of
factional press such as Al-Arab newspaper affiliated to Al-Istiglal party. Also, Al-Liwa’,
the Arab League and the Arab Unity newspaper affiliated to Arab party. Furthermore, there
were other newspapers affiliated to Difa’ party such as Islamic university, Mira’t Al-Sharq
and Al-Sirat Al-Mostagim. Also, there was Al-kifah newspaper affiliated to Mo’tamar Al-
Shabab and finally there was Al-Ghad newspaper affiliated to Rabitat Al-Talaba Al-Arab as
well as Al-Qariba newspaper affiliated to Hizb Al-Istiglal. In short, self-expression arose in

the Palestinians nature and newspaper as well as books such as Osos Al-Nohod Al- Qawmi

2 bid
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Wal Madi Wal Hader to for Ahmad Kamal who assured in his writings the Arab personality

of the Palestinians. ¥

The Palestinian writer Rasheed Al-Khaldi in his book:” Al-Hawiya Al-Fiistinia: Takween
Al-Wa Al-Watani Al-Mo’aser” (The Palestinian identity: The Contemporary Awareness
Formation” said that the roots of the Palestinian identity was prior the rise of the awareness
of the Palestinians of it that they imagined themselves as a unique political unity since the
beginning of the 20" century. This emerged when the writer Najib Azozi in 1908 suggested

the idea of expanding Sonjoq Jerusalem in include northern Palestine because it was
necessary for the development of the Palestinian land. 3°In his perspective of the

Palestinian identity, Al-Khaldi based his argument on Anderson’s theory of “Imaginary
Groups” who linked between the emergence of the media discourse and the emergence of

the awareness of the ego and the other.

Even though nationalism seems to be a novel idea; it is the product of a collective feeling of
racial identity rooted in the past. Also, it became subject to the ones who believe that it is as
a result of socio-economic changes in the society. Consequently, it is made in the
imagination of a whole nation without being there in the first place. In other words, this
imaginary group is not imaginary at all because it a real one because it has a great effect

and uses realistic methods.

Pbid.

30 Khalidi, Rashid. Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Moderen National Consciousness. NewY ourk:
Coulombia University, 1997.pp28.
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Based on that, Anderson provides a comment on printed culture that he proved that these
tools ad elements can be used for linguistic variation that this imaginary group and its tools
and methods can be different from other groups. Still, he considers printed languages as a
primary stipulation, so he considers the role of the press as one of the cultural products
related to the industrial production of discovering printers and capitalism. He Highlighted
that it contributed in investing in printing and marketing because printed language can

contribute in developing the national imaginary group.

After the British mandate drew the natural and political borders, it separated the areas
located to the east of River Jordan establishing an independent administration subject to
Prince Abdullah’s rule. This made the causes of identity and national awareness

intermingled with struggle and fighting back against the British mandate’s articles.

Taking these into consideration, the authorities of the Mandate paved the way to the
establishment of the Jewish state without keeping any trail for the aboriginals but being
‘non-Jew’ citizens. Consequently, the establishment of the Palestinian state was bound to a
defense battle against two fronts, namely: the policy of the British Mandate and Zionism’s

projects in Palestine.

These events came while the Palestinians were busy with the formation of their identity
which was linked to the Ottoman state for hundreds of years. In other words, their identity
was linked with their concepts of traditions and religion. After ending the British mandate
in Palestine and the state of the Diaspora and refugees which the Palestinians suffer from
since 1948, this situation created a special national identity for the Palestinian even after

1967 when they emerged to the political area.



23

Still, they — as Edward Saed said- banned narration freedom. The Palestinian national

identity is an original and important one despite the attempts of some Israeli historians to

say that it is modern as a result of being anti- colonial project. 3!

Any national identity is based on key components including heritage, history, culture,
language, humans, land, and collective memory. Still, the Palestinian identity has been
facing the Israeli project since early 20" century which changes the Palestinian reality and
tries to obliterate the Palestinian identity through its practices and policies. Such policies
include Judaizing the Palestinian land, damaging the Palestinian agriculture’s role and the

Palestinian economy.

In other words, heritage comprises an essential part of people’s history since it reflects their
habits, traditions, popular art, and artifacts which express the interaction of those people
with their surroundings. Similarly, the Palestinians are distinguished with their habits,
customs and artifacts which comprised essential part of their national identity through
which the Palestinians reflected their daily activities represented with their proverbs, fables
and tales, houses’ designs, and artifacts. Those artifacts included pottery, wood carvings,

glass blowing and shells.

Furthermore, there are other social customs in the Palestinian society reflected in the
Palestinian dress distinguished for every man and women reflecting a masterpiece of lines,

colors, and symbols. Those are the most important aspects of the Palestinian identity in the

31 Khalidi, Rashid. Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Moderen National Consciousness. NewYourk:
Coulombia University, 1997.
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geographical, cultural, and social space in which the Palestinians express their identity. 3

Also, having a collective memory is an essential element which holds common aspects such

as language, habits, traditions, history, land, culture, and fate unity. >3

Here, we go back to Anderson in providing the national historical Palestinian narrative
based on the Palestinian Arab press in order to notice the solidified Palestinian identity as
the first decade of mandate ended. The Palestinians considered themselves an essential part
of the socio-political organization of the Levant until the first part of the 20" century based
on the common interests, culture, history, and social bonds. In addition, they considered
themselves part of the Islamic world and Arab world. In other words, at that time, the
Palestinian identity was not fully mature to the extent to create power necessary to hold on
in the face of the new Zionist colonial project before 1948. Also, it wasn’t strong enough to
impose political solutions that the government of Palestine disappeared after months of its

establishment.

The Palestinians always seek to formulate their identity in order to contribute in the
stability of the Arab nation and its development. Also, they can be distinguished from
others’ culture, social and political history which expresses its hopes for the future in order
to fight back any attempts of obliterates its identity. In order to unite the whole society
among other political and social groups, the Palestinians should formulate their own

identity to stand against the Israeli projects.
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2.1.2. The Palestinian Identity Before Nakba:

The dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and the division of the countries which was under its
control in addition to the colonized countries by Western countries after the First World War
led to the weakness of the Islamic religious identity and shred it into racial identities. In
other words, the Arabic identity and Turkish identity emerged to the extent that the Arabic
identity was prevalent among the Palestinian society in the era of the British Mandate. In
other words, it was considered an essential part of the social, cultural, and political fabric of

the Levant which stood for the Zionist colonial project.

The Palestinian resistance against the Zionist colonial project and the policies of the British
Mandate represented by Belfour’s promise as well as Al-Burag revolution in 1929 and the
Great revolution in 1936 deepened the sense of unity and the religious, national sense of

their identity.

Then, the Palestinian National Identity developed to the level of the national Arab level.
There is no doubt that the Zionist project and the Israeli policies are a threat on the
Palestinian national identity which was developed in the shades of the Islamic and Arab
identity after the dissolution of the Ottoman rule and the division and colonization of the

Arab states.

The collective Palestinian identity was not firmed as a reaction to a specific historical event.
However, it is the constant development throughout history being affected by the

surrounding political and cultural developments. Also, Nakba, refugees’ situation, the
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Diaspora and resisting the Israeli occupation added additional elements to the contemporary

Palestinian identity.

However, it remained connected with the national and Arab identity. Still, the internal and
domestic disputes represented the Palestinian identity until the declaration of Palestine
Government which represented the Palestinian identity and entity. In that period, Palestinian
national elites were immature political and administratively making it unable to confront the

Zionist project and the policies of the British Mandate.

2.1.3. The Palestinian National Identity After Nakba:

After the displacement of the Palestinians from their land and shredding the Palestinian
society into socially, culturally, politically, and economically scattered groups living in
absolute loss and poverty, the Palestinians only thought about how to get back to their
houses and lands. This contributed in enhancing the Arab national identity among the
Palestinians coinciding with the spread of the national unity speeches between Syria and

Egypt linking them with the liberation of Palestine and the Arab unity.

Some countries followed policies of merging and nationalizing Palestinian refugees while
others discriminated them, so the Palestinian identity suffered from a state of weakness and
variations in its development areas. It is worth mentioning that Palestinians refused the
policy of compulsory merger because this meant the increase of the agony of the
Palestinians as well as dehumanizing them contributing greatly in the formation of the
Palestinian identity at the sensational and cultural level paving the way of the political

formation.
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After a group of socio-political developments, the Palestinian identity began to get to the
surface in the 1970s in the West Bank, Gaza and the 1948 land and the Diaspora due to the
start of the Palestinian revolution; the emergence of the armed revolution; the defeat of the
Zionist project in 1967 and the Israeli occupation of the Southern part of Lebanon, the

Golan Heights, and the Sinai.

In addition, this defeat bridged the communication between the Palestinians in the West
Bank, Gaza Strip and the 1948 land which enhanced the development of the Palestinian
identity. Also, Al-Karama Battle on the 21% of March, 1968 was a great turning point and a
land mark in the struggle history of the Palestinians. In other words, it enhanced the political
solidarity for the armed struggle methods that many Palestinians joint forces in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip as a way of strengthening the Palestinian situation locally and

regionally.

After that battle, Arafat was elected to lead Fatah and visited Egypt that when the Egyptian
president Jamal Abdul-Naser asked him about the resistance of the fighters in the battle. He
answered him saying that they feed their flesh to the tanks without having any intention to
kneel. This led the Egyptian president to say his famous quote about the Palestinian

revolution:” It was found to rise... It is the noblest phenomenon history has ever known”.

These victories in the battles and the enrolment in the resistance led to achieving a political
victory in giving the leadership to the PLO in 1969 which freed it from the restraints of the
Arab domination. In other words, the PLO became the refuge of the Palestinians and the

legal representative of the Palestinians. Despite the successes of the PLO, the well-known
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retreat of the Palestinian from Jordan in Black September in 1970 which continued util

1971.

Back then, the Palestinian forces clashed with the Jordanian forces as a result of strategic
differences between the political regime and the Palestinian resistance. As a result, the
Palestinian struggle factions lost one of the most important grounds for its strategic position.
The consequences of these events led to being aware of their need to get rid of their agony
and the disappearance of their hopes of returning to their lands made them believe that they

should depend on themselves to end this occupation.

After the retreat of the Palestinian resistance from Jordan in 1970, the PLO intensified its
operations in Lebanon. Similarly, the existence of the Palestinian fighters in Lebanon led to
crises there. In return, Israel retaliated after every raid by the PLO from the Lebanese
territory. In 1973, the PLO lost three of its leaders including: Kamal Adwan, Kamal Naser
and Abu Yousef Al-Najjar in an Israeli commando’s operation in Beirut. Also, the

Lebanese army did an operation against the bases of the PLO and refugee camps.

Then, in 1974, the UN assembly recognized the PLO as being the legal and sole
representative of the Palestinians that Arafat delivered his famous speech before the UN
assembly. Then, the UN assembly confirmed the unnegotiable rights of the Palestinians’
rights especially their right of self- determination. Also, it granted the PLO as a non-
member observer in its sessions. Furthermore, the Arab league recognized it the sole
representative of the Palestinians in any freed lands, so it got the full membership in the

Arab league in 1976.
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In 1978, the Israeli forces occupied the Southern part of Lebanon avenging one of the raids
of the Palestinians that Israel called that operation “Al-Litani operation” in which more than
25,000 soldiers were recruited to take away the Fidae groups from the borders. This attack
continued for seven days that the Israeli forces occupied 10 km of the Lebanese land. Then,
it retreated due to the existence of the UNIFEL forces which handed that area to the
Lebanese forces. In that period, the Lebanese civil war was raging since 1975 between the
Right Christians and the Left Muslim party which played a great role in changing the point

of view of the Palestinian resistance.

In 1981, Israel bombed Beirut and in July 1982, it started its invasion of Lebanon in “Salam
Al-Jalil” operation” avenging the assassination of the Israeli ambassador in Lebanon by Abu

Nidal’s groups which separated from the PLO.

Then, the Israeli army started its air strikes of the cities of the south of Lebanon, and then its
forces moved on land aiming to destroy the PLO. After that, the Israeli forces moved to
Beirut and sieged it leading to the bloody battle which lasted for 88 days of siege, land, and
sea shelling as well as air strikes targeting the Palestinian resistance. Still, due to the
situation of the Lebanese people and the hold of the Israeli operations; the PLO had to get
out of Lebanon that about 12,000 Palestinian fighters left it to other countries such as Tunis

on the 30™ of August, 1982.

The PLO fortified its forces after its exit from Lebanon through its civilian and institutional
activities which were linked with the PLO. It raised people’s political awareness and
organized them within the national unity putting aside all the differences and factional

disputes making ending the Israeli occupation as its main goal.
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Also, the eruption of the Palestinian popular intifada in 1987 led to a huge participation of
people from all the Palestinian factions who were united in the Palestinian national identity.
However, the political and intellectual transformation after Oslo Accord and Madrid

conference leading to the Palestinians’ division leading to a crack in the Palestinian unity.

Still, some Palestinian political factions are still clinging in their agendas aiming to
solidifying the Palestinian identity; however, they couldn’t do that in real life. This was
obvious when the PLO forces returned to the West Bank and the disagreement on the way of

liberating Palestine by using armed struggle of negotiations. The latter was based on a

conviction that Israel is a peace partner while the former considered it as an enemy. 34

The Palestinian national identity witnessed a stand down after signing Oslo Accord because
of the marginalization of the Palestinians by their Palestinian leadership without including
them in the Accord. Still, they kept their Palestinian identity making it stronger than the
Israeli identity despite the Israelis attempts to obliviate its thorough Judaizing Jerusalem,
imposing military rule, confiscating lands, settlements constructions, persecution policy and
practicing discrimination against the Palestinians by enforcing the law of nationalism in

Israel.
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Concerning the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the building of the Palestinian humanity was
neglected as well as its national identity. Also, all the institutions of the PLO were
marginalized in doing their effective role in constructing the Palestinian national unity.
Considering the political, economic, cultural, and social reality the Palestinians were living,
it was natural to witness the drop of the feeling of the Palestinian national identity and
emergence of other allegiances to clans, stature, and factions in order to get the power to
rule without allowing Palestinians to participate in the rule. All the previously mentioned

led to weakening the Palestinian national identity.

2.1.4. The Dialectic Argument and the Palestinian Resistance

The Palestinian popular resistance emerged in the last decade of the 19" century due to the
Palestinians awareness of the aims and threats of the Zionist colonial project which
represented the mass Jewish immigration and Zionist settlement. Furthermore, Palestinians
expressed their rejection to these plans that a group of Palestinian writers wrote objections

to the Ottoman authorities to prevent this immigration on the 24" of July, 1891, so the

Ottoman authorities ordered restricting the entrance of the Jews to Palestine. 3

Then, after overthrowing Sultan Abdul-Hamid in 1909, the party of Itihad was Al-Taraqi
was accused of allying with the Jews and facilitating their immigration to Palestine.
Consequently, Palestinians became more aware of the Zionist threat to the extent that they

established Palestinian associations and companies in Jerusalem, Jafa and Istana to resist
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Zionism. In addition, the Palestinian popular resistance was able to raise the awareness of

the Palestinians of the Zionist threat peacefully using complaints, conferences, and forums.

2.1.5. Popular Resistance before 1948 Nakba:

After the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire, the Palestinians were at the verge of a new era
represented by putting it under the British Mandate leading to resisting it by any means
possible including a having a media campaign using newspapers and magazines such as
Palestine newspaper. It included encouraging articles and resistance breaking news as well
as issuing printed materials targeting individuals in the British army. One of the main

writers of that stage was Najib Azori and Khalil Al-Sakakini who were arrested and their

centers were closed. 3¢

Also, the popular resistance took many forms including statements, mails and protests as
well as sending foreign policy delegations and popular protests facing the military governor
and the conciliates of the Western countries. The response to such actions was to suppress
these protests leading to the martyrdom of many Palestinians. Furthermore, these protests
were included with general strikes and closure of stores. Also, they followed the policy of
boycotting and practicing civil disobedience against the government of the British Mandate

as well as boycotting Israeli products. Besides, the leaders of the national movement

relinquished their governmental positions in the authorities of the British Mandate. 3’
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The other form of resistance was armed resistance which led to the rise of being aware of
the Palestinian national identity to the extent that the idea of armed resistance spread among
all the Palestinian factions and classes. In addition, the Palestinian resistance set ambushes

to the British forces, assassinated military personnel and organized rallies, and strikes.

In 1920, Al-Quds Revolution erupted in the season of Moses after the meeting of the
delegations of the conference in Jerusalem, and then anti- Jews movements started in

Hebron and prevailed to include Jerusalem continuing for more than a week leading to the

killing of five Jews and the martyrdom of four Palestinians. 3

In 1921, Jafa revolution started leading to new wave of armed activities when a group of
Jews in Labor Day attacked Palestinian workers living in Al-Manshia neighborhood in Jafa
by shooting them. Then, the Palestinians retaliated by attacking the houses of the Jews and
killing 13 Jews as well as wounding 24. Furthermore, the confrontations expanded that 3000
Palestinians attacked Petah Tikva settlement, but a British force along with its air force

bombed them leading to the martyrdom of 28 Palestinians and wounding 15 of them.

However, it led to killing 4 Jews and wounding 12. %

In early 1929, the government of the British Mandate facilitated the flow of thousands of
Jew immigrants to Palestine reaching more than 100000 immigrants not to mention their
illegal immigrants. Also, it was linked with the expansion of the pieces of lands taken away

from Arab peasants. Furthermore, the authorities of the British Mandate transferred the
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privilege of drying Al-Hola valleys to the Israeli companies that the space of these valleys
was the third of the fertile lands in Palestine. Moreover, the Zionist institutions monopolized
industry and trade because they had a great budget and great capital and experience which

lacked the Palestinians.

Then, the first spark of Al-Buraq revolution started in 1929 that the Jews organized a
massive protest on the 14™ of August 1929 in Tel Aviv in commemoration of the destruction
of the Temple of Solomon. Then, protests started in the streets of Jerusalem leading to Al-

Buraq wall demanding the reclamation of the wall as the remaining of Solomon’s temple.

As a result, thousands of Palestinians from Jerusalem and its villages headed to the wall
smashing the platform of the Jews and burned the religious prayers’ papers which were
placed in the holes of the wall. This led to scaffoldings between the Palestinians and the
Jews that the British Mandate forces suppressed the Palestinians by using violence and
killing. These flashes of news reached other cities; consequently, masses protested and

attacked Jews’ neighborhoods as well as police stations.

The aftermath of this revolution was the killing of 133 Jews and wounding 239 of them
including 198 who were seriously injured. However, the Palestinians presented 116 martyrs

and 232 were wounded. Other consequences included the destruction of several Palestinian

villages by the British forces while the Palestinians destroyed six settlements completely. 4°

In 1929, a new group called “Al-Kaf Al-Akhdar” in Safad and Akko that it’s started with 27

armed men participating in Al-Buraq revolution and slipped from the hands of the British
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Mandate’s forces to become 80 armed men. However, they didn’t have any orders to
presume armed activities, so they faded away in 1929. Furthermore, in 1933, October
intifada started by going in strikes and protests and then became violent leading to the

martyrdom of 30 Palestinians and wounding about 60 of them.

The revolution of Al-Shekh Iz Al-Din Al-Qassam started in 1935 that he formed several
groups with several tasks including recruitment, intelligence, training, foreign relationships,
confidential military activities, and fund raising. Then, the authorities of the British Mandate

surrounded him in Ya’bad Woods that the battle lasted for several hours until he fell as a
martyr along with his friends while some of his followers were arrested. *'This battle had

many political indications that Bin Gurion predicted that the seed of turning the struggle to a
religious one was by following Al-Shaikh Al-Qassam paving the way to the great Arab

revolution and the general strike in 1936.

This general strike lasted from April to October 1936 leading to the eruption of a violent
revolution in two stages: the first was directed from the High Arab Committee focusing on
strikes and protests that by October 1936, the British civil administration by using political
concessions and international diplomacy. The second stage started in late 1937 using
violent movement led by peasants caused by the results of the British oppression in the 1936
strike. The British authorities targeted the Palestinians in order to scare them and cut the

popular support for their revolutions.
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Furthermore, Al-Nashashibi clan had a great role in the Arab side that its party “Al-Difa’
Alwatani” withdrew from the High Arab Committee which was led by Ameen Al-Husseini.
Instead, it stood with the British sending them peace factions to coordinate with the British

Army against the Arab national factions.

At this stage, seeking armed resistance was the only option for the Palestinians as the
Palestinian national identity arose that it came from their conviction in the necessity of

resisting the British Mandate and the Zionist project.

However, this dropped after changing their minds about the military option that the national
leadership separated from the armed resistance groups. Also, the role of the popular
leadership represented with the family personnel became provocative giving the power to
whoever had the strongest clan or power. In short, nothing was invested to reach the hopes

of the Palestinians at the political level.

2.1.6. Popular Resistance after 1948 Nakba:

This period was the chance to the rise of the feeling of the Palestinian national identity that
the establishment of the state of Israel on the 15" of May, 1948. Furthermore, the 1948
Nakba was a unifying factor and a common fear of the near threat to the Palestinian national
identity. It was necessary to resist Zionism which confiscated the Palestinian land and
displaced its owners. Consequently, the Palestinians had a collective memory that the
Palestinian cause changed from a cause of a people whose land, homeland and historic

rights were taken to the cause of refugees who should be rescued to secure their lives.
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Also, Israel sought to merge Palestinians in the neighboring Arab countries in order to
obliviate their identities and giving them residency there by calling for economic
development projects in the Middle East suggested by the American president Eisenhower

in order to reside the Palestinian refugees.

This period was known for the occurrence of many events which led to the rise of the
Palestinian national identity. In 1955, the biggest protest occurred causing the martyrdom of
30 Palestinians as retaliation on the project of residing the Palestinian refugees from Gaza to

the Sinai. Still, the popular resistance succeeded in cancelling the project and caused the

failing of the eradication of the Palestinian cause. >

The Palestinian resistance was active in the period of 1951-1956 that according to the
statistics of the Israeli defense ministry, the total number of Israelis who were killed 503
which means 84 Israeli a year. This was proven by the Israeli historian Beni Morris in his
book “Israelis Border Wars: 1949-1956) page 98. In the details, he indicated in page 245
that they were killed by infiltrators that means 41 a year. In addition, 446 were injured by
the same infiltrators in the same period. Morris added that the 245 remaining killed Israelis

were soldiers that some were killed by infiltrators while others were killed in border fights

with Arab forces. 43
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In 1964, the PLO was established representing the beginning of the Palestinian political
system and the Palestinians in and out of Palestine. Then, the Palestinian armed revolution
started with the Fatah in 1965 that it unified the Palestinians in one identity and target.
Furthermore, the Fidae operations continued its strikes in the depths of Israel according to
the complete agenda of political, media and cultural activities turning the reality of Diaspora

and refugees to methods of liberation.

These actions continued until the war of June 1967 when Israel occupied the rest of
Palestine as well as the Sinai, the Golan Heights, and South of Lebanon. Still, the
Palestinian revolution recollected its cells after this defeat that it did more than 130

operations in the first month of the occupation.

In 1967, many Palestinian villages and cities witnessed a state of civil disobedience and the
execution of the policy of defying the policies of the Israelis responding to the annexation of
East Jerusalem. Also, they refused to pay taxes and went to strikes. Concerning Al-Karama
Battle on the 21% of March 1968 was the landmark of the Palestinian resistance that the

Palestinian resistance supported by Jordanian units to block the Israeli military action.

In 1967 land, the Israeli authorities led the leadership of national actions, which was active
in 1967 using creative traditional methods such as protests and strikes, away from

Jerusalem* Despite the hardship of the equation of the Palestinian resistance, it kept its
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track and strategies to achieve all its goals. In other words, it kept resisting the policies of

Zionism and commemorating the national occasions such as the Land Day. +

2.1.7. Popular Resistance during the First Intifada in 1987:

The first popular intifada “the intifada of stones” was peaceful and popular earning a local
and international support and a turning point in the struggle history of the Palestinians. It
recruited the Palestinians including all classes and factions. This popular resistance wore

out Israel military, financial and intellectual wise. *® It was estimated that 1300 Palestinian

were martyred and 160 Israeli were Killed.

It was a model for the popular resistance in which peaceful resistance overruled the power
of arsenal with their ability to resist and stand tall making any possible changes in the local

and international point of view. The result was signing Oslo Accord between the PLO and
Israel in which the PLO took over its institutions. 4’ The suspension of this intifada after

Oslo affected the Palestinian national identity negatively for the recognition of negotiations
as a way of getting the Palestinian rights and getting rid of the Israeli occupation which

failed after 3 decades on this agreement.
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2.1.8. Popular Resistance after Oslo Accord and the Arrival of the

Palestinian Authority in 1994,

This period was distinguished with peace and serenity until the occurrence of Al-Agsa
intifada in 2000 that the Palestinian factions focused on the establishment of the institutions
of the Palestinian Authority (PA) and controlling the cities which were under the Israeli

control according to Oslo.

Then, in 2000, the second intifada occurred that the Palestinians used popular resistance
using protests and calling for rallying before international institutions and official
institutions for the PA raising the pictures of the martyrs’ flags. Also, weapons were used to
retaliate the crimes of the Israelis that the events were escalated leading to military actions

between the Palestinian factions and the Israeli army.

Consequently, the West Bank and Gaza Strip were imposed to military incursions and the
destruction of thousands of houses as well as bulldozing thousands of donums of land and
arresting the grand leaders of the Palestinians Also, the Palestinian factions did many
operations in Israel such as targeting buses, restaurants leading to killing of hundreds of
Israelis. Furthermore, the Palestinian factions developed their military wings especially
Kataeb Al-Aqgsa/ Fatah and Kataeb Ez Al-Din Al-Qassam / Hamas which expanded to own
rockets hitting Israeli cities. Sderot settlement received the first locally made rocket
launched by Kataeb Iz Al-Din Al-Qassam. In 2001, the Kataeb developed their rockets

exponentially that it can make rockets.
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In 2002, Israel started to build the separation wall to prevent the Palestinians to get to the
West Bank to the occupied land. According the Israeli statistics, the second intifada caused

the martyrdom of 4412 Palestinians and wounding 322. However, 1100 Israelis were killed

including 300 soldiers and injuring about 4500 others. 45.

2.1.9. Peaceful Popular Resistance

The Palestinian popular resistance after the intifada in resisting the separation wall and
settlement expansion included the formation of popular committees from all the Palestinian
factions. In addition, it wasn’t organized and unified in its program since the Palestinians
practiced new methods in peaceful resistance such as building Palestinian villages over the
threatened lands such as Bab Al-Shams village, Bab Al-Karma village. Also, peaceful
resistance succeeded in convincing the UN to take an action against the wall that the
International Court of Justice issued in 2004 a consolatory opinion on the principles of the

international law especially in 4" Geneva agreement in which the wall was a great violation

of the international law. %

Palestinians used many methods such as using bodies to protect others such as the case of
Rachel Currie as well as economic boycott of the Israeli products that the BDS organized
many campaigns to boycott these products in various villages and cities in Palestine from

Zboba, Anin, Al-Taiba, Tora Al-Gharbia, Jenin, Deir Lghson, Kof Qadom, Jayos, Flamia,
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Habla, Azoun, Nalin, Belin, Bodros, Masara, Om Salama, Al-Walaja, Bethlehem, Beit
Oamr and Yata in Hebron. *° These are real models on the real practices on the ground and

continue.

These peaceful experiences created the possibility of working on a national strategic plan to
activate it and gather people around it considering the total closure of the negotiations with
the Israelis. Also, the daily actions against the Palestinians as well as the regional and
international data represented by transferring the embassy to Jerusalem and declaring
Jerusalem Israeli’s capital as well as the annexation plan and having agreements with other

Arab countries.

The Islamic national forces as well as the political and cultural elites didn’t have common
values, strategies and a unified national program specified for the Palestinian popular

resistance. Furthermore, on the 3™ of July 2020, the conference of the secretary generals of

the Palestinian factions adopted the option of popular resistance 3! that every faction had its
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31 On September 3, 2020, the final statement was issued by the meeting of the secretary generals of the

National factions headed by President Mahmoud Abbas in which the Palestinian factions discussed the rules
of engagement with the Israeli occupation, and agreement was reached on the means and mechanisms of
struggle in confronting the occupation on the occupied land, as guaranteed by international conventions of the
right of peoples to resist the occupation.

It was agreed to develop and activate the popular resistance as a more appropriate option for the current stage
politically and socially to defend our legitimate rights. It was also agreed to form a unified national committee
to lead the comprehensive popular resistance, provided that the Executive Committee of the Liberation
Organization would provide it with all its needs necessary for its continuation. On the thirteenth of September
2020, the Unified National Command of the Popular Resistance issued Statement No. 1 in which it affirmed
the decisions of the Conference of Secretary Generals and announced a comprehensive popular struggle
march that begins and will not end unless the independence of the State of Palestine is achieved with
Jerusalem as its capital.



https://f24.link/rHNyt

43

own vision, methods and adopted program considering that one of those factions would be

the most appropriate for holding the flag of liberation and independence.

However, the Palestinian struggle history included many peaceful resistance methods such
as the Palestinians’ People’s Party (PPP) which separated from the Palestinian communist
party. Furthermore, it practiced popular peaceful resistance in order to achieve its goals and

vision as well as participating in strikes, protests, and civilian disobedience.

Concerning Fatah, it declared in its basic system especially article 17 and 19 stating that the
main way of achieving its goals is by popular armed revolution. However, the struggle
history of Fatah employed popular resistance calling the masses to protest and a sit in strike
leading to the adoption of peaceful popular resistance by the Chairman of Fatah and the
President of the Palestinian National Authority Abu Mazen. Then, Fatah adopted it in its 6"
conference in 2010 the struggle strategy for popular struggle as one of the resistance

options for the Palestinians in order to free their homeland.

Concerning the PFLP, it adopted the armed struggle as the only option for the liberation of
Palestine through the war of liberation, however; it followed peaceful popular resistance
methods by mobilizing forces and political struggle. Also, it followed the strategy of the

long-term war taken from armed resistance, the political struggle and popular struggle. >In

short, it was the first Palestinian faction adopting armed struggle based on its vision and

political program.
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Similarly, Hamas and Al-Jihad Al-Islami adopted armed struggle as the main way of
liberating Palestine considering that any peaceful solutions for the Palestinian cause
contradictions with the movement’s creed. However, they resisted the Israeli occupation

following popular methods such as protests, marches, and strikes in the Israeli prisons.

Because the Palestinian peaceful popular resistance had deep roots in the Palestinian
struggle experience, the means of peaceful resistance varied according to the historic
circumstances as well as local, regional, and international considerations. Since the
peaceful resistance experience was distinguished with its achievements and failures as well

as the socio-political and economic and cultural effects at the Palestinian level.

This led the researcher to study the role of this experience in the formation of the
Palestinian national identity and its development. From here, the problem of this study can
be summarized in the following question: What is the role of the peaceful popular

resistance in the formation and development of the Palestinian national identity?

This question led to other question about the transformations of the Palestinian national
identity and the dialectic nature of the relationship between the Palestinian national identity
and the Palestinian resistance by going through the main stages in the Palestinian history

and the transformations of the Palestinian identity considering the ups and downs of the

Palestinian political, social, and economic situations. 3

The Palestinian national identity as being in a constant change and transformation

according to the fluctuations of the historical events in the struggle history of the

3 bid
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Palestinian issue. Consequently, it is found that the Palestinian national identity is racing in
this struggle leading to developments in the identity while facing the Zionist project by
protesting, rallying, and revolting against the Israelis from Al-Buraq revolution to the great
strike in 1936 leading to the Nakba. Furthermore, the Palestinian identity developed
slightly due to the division geographically, socially, and politically. Also, the countries
hosting the Palestinian refugees practiced a kind of discrimination, racism ad

marginalization, so their identity developed faster than the Palestinians who were blended

with other people using social blending and citizenship policies. >*

2.2. Previous Studies:

There are many studies about the Palestinian popular resistance and the Palestinian national
identity which were important due to their focus. Furthermore, most of them were
descriptive studies, analytical studies, or surveys, but none of them had correlational
relations. Unlike previous studies, this study is an attempt to figure out the relationship

between popular peaceful resistance and the Palestinian national identity.
The most important studies related to the subject matter of this study are:

1. The study of Sameer Yousef Sulaiman Haj Hassan about:” Al-Fikr Al-Siasi Al-

Filistini Bayn Al-Kifah Al-Mosalah Wa Al-Taswiya Al-Silmiya 1964-2010. MA

thesis in the program of regional studies, Al-Quds University, 2011. 55

% Ibid
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It tackled the Palestinian political ideology between armed struggle and peaceful settlement
between 1964 and 1910. Also, it clarified the basis and stages of the Palestinian cause by
depending on armed struggle as the way of liberating Palestine and then changing to
peaceful settlement. Also, it aimed to investigating the reasons of the change in the
Palestinian political ideology by studying the relationships between these two ideologies and

the possibility of merging the in the future.

It is found that the Palestinian leadership couldn’t cope with the Israelis military power as a
result of the imbalance of power in favor of Israel. Thus, after the unfortunate events the
PLO had experienced in Lebanon and Jordan and the Palestinian internal disagreements, the
PLO took advantage of the first intifada by getting it back to the political arena with its full
agreement with the international legitimacy and the declaration of independence in the

meeting of the Palestinian National Council (PNC) at Algeria in 1988.

The researcher concluded that armed struggle regained the Palestinian identity solidifying
that the Palestinian entity to be the formal representation of the Palestinian national
identity. However, studying the relationship between armed struggle and the Palestinian
national identity was as a result not a study as this study which seeks to study the
relationship between peaceful resistance and national identity. Then, the PLO adopted
peaceful settlement in 1974 with the agreement of the PLO 10-point program which stated
the establishment of a Palestinian state on any liberated land in Palestine. Furthermore,
there was the Palestinian national project concerning establishing the Palestinian state on

the borders of 1967 considering negotiations as the main tool of resistance. Also, the
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researcher concluded that the armed struggle was risky and wouldn’t be allowed by the

international community.

This study is similar to the current study by focusing on peaceful settlement and the logic
behind the change from armed struggle to peaceful settlement. However, it diverges from it
by trying to merge armed struggle and peaceful struggle with the Palestinian identity as
well as clarifying the interconnections between them reflecting on the political

developments in the Palestinian cause throughout history.

2. The study of Salwa Baker Mohammad Hassan about “Dawr Al-Mogawama Al-
Sha’biya Kehda Wasael Al-Taharor Al-Falastini Lita’ziz Al-Mosharaka Al-Siasia
Fe Filistine 2005-2013. MA thesis in Planning and Political Development. An-Najah
University. 2016. 56

This study aimed at investigating the role of poplar resistance in fostering political

participation in Palestine from 2005-2013. Furthermore, the researcher introduced the

concept of popular resistance along with highlighting its main stages, results, and
contributions in the political life.

It introduced a complete analysis of the Palestinian experience in following the way of

popular resistance following its different stages. She proved that popular resistance had a

great role in fostering the political participation in Palestine unless it was adopted on the

ground as one of the collectively agreed upon option.
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She concluded through her analysis and description of the different stages that the stage in
which the Palestinian cause was going through hadn’t reached the meant popular resistance.
Consequently, there is still a national agreement for the adoption of this method in the
resistance of the Israeli occupation despite the leaderships’ calls for adopting it. This was
due to the Palestinian division as well as the lack of trust among Palestinians in people and
their leadership.
The researcher assured that fostering the strategy of popular resistance would create a real
change in the fostering of political participation in the Palestinian arena. This is done by
working according to the strategy of popular resistance through phrasing a comprehensive
national program based on the foundation of popular resistance. She indicated the
importance of the participation of all the Palestinian factions and classes of the Palestinians
in the West Bank, the Diaspora and the 1948 land to enable every citizen to do his duties to
end the occupation.
This study differs from previous studies since it moved from general to specific in dealing
with the issue of popular resistance. Also, it focused on the role of this resistance in
political participation promotion as a way of reshaping the Palestinian national identity.
3. The study of development studies center’s team at Birzeit and the committee of
American friends services about “Al-Shabab Al-Falastini: Dirasat Al-Hawiya Wal
Makan Wa Al-Mosharaka Al-Mojtama’ya” Markaz Dirasat Al-Tanmiya/ Birzeit,

2017. 57
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This study is a comprehensive analysis about the impact of division on the Palestinian
identity in including the economic, social, and political interventions across ages which
increases the importance of the analysis by relating it to the reality imposed by colonization
and the social, economic, and political occupation. This study included different classes of
Palestinians including the ones in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, 1948 Palestinians and refugee

camps in Lebanon.

It presented a comprehensive reading of the crisis of the Palestinian national project and its
impact on the Palestinian identity from social and developmental aspects. This study
tackled different dimensions including analysis of the status quo, the impact of the
occupation on that state, the political relations between the Palestinians. Also, it tackled the
possibility of studying communication among Palestinians through national relations and
the alternatives of the Palestinian division imposed by the Israeli occupation and the
political status quo. In addition, it focused on the political participation and public freedoms

as well as a reading for the reality of the division and how to rectify this undesired path.

This study is similar to some extent with the current study, but it is not enough because it
did not talk about types of resistance such as armed and popular in light of the current
political changes in the Palestinian cause. Studying the relationship between peaceful

popular resistance and the Palestinian national identity.
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4. Dr. Rose Othman’s PhD study on “The Role of Contemporary Popular Resistance
Actions in the Reinforcement of the Culture of Nonviolence in the Palestinian

Society”. In Granada university, 20175,

This study aimed at proving the effectiveness of peaceful methods of struggle against the
Israeli occupation as it was an influential way to account for social changes in Palestine.
Also, it focused on all the key players who perform nonviolent methods against the Israeli
making it part of the Palestinian culture. Furthermore, it investigated the role of nonviolent

resistance in cultural reformation due to a change in people’s public opinion.

The current study is different from other studies since it will tackle the dialectical
relationship between the role of peaceful popular resistance in the formulation of
Palestinian national identity, which will be through the exploring the figure this relationship

and its impact on the formulation of national identity.

5. Dr. Ayman Yousef. “Al-Mogawama Al-Sha’biya Al-Filistinia: Namthajat Al-

Mawagi Wa Ishkaliyat Al-Ro’ya” Majalat Shon Al-Mara Al-Filistinia. 2017.

This study explored the experience of popular resistance in Palestine including nonviolence
resistance experiences.It focused on this kind of resistance after the second intifada and
highlighted the importance of this pattern of resisitance since it is able to achieve the

Palestinian national goals especially gaining independence.

% Othman, Dr. Rose. “Strategies of popular resistance and their role in the reinforcement of the Culture
of nonviolence in the Palestinian Society.”2013.
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The researcher found that popular resistance succeeded in creating other forms of
resistance, but it was impossible to reach all regular Palestinians who didn’t care about
popular resistance. Also, the researcher found that the number of foreign solidarity

individuals and peace activists from the Left-Wing Israeli were more than the Palestinians.

Those Israeli peace activists caused many suspicions since they were men who served in
Palestine in the Israeli forces. Also, they were not interested to act against the occupation,
but they were interested in creating a network of relations among the Palestinians from
different classes. Also, they enhance the image of the occupation in order to alleviate

international pressures on Israel to stop settlements construction.

Also, the researcher concluded that the comprehensive national umbrella under which all
the activities of popular resistance were was weak because there wasn’t enough effort
exerted by media in Ramallah and Bethlehem. Besides, it discussed the absence of political
and strategic vision which weakened the role of the popular resistance creating struggles
and disagreements among leaderships and activists who had different political and

intellectual interests after the foreign cash flow for the popular resistance.

This study is similar to the current study since it applies the descriptive analytical approach
and the historical approach to various models of popular resistance after the second
intifada, However, it focuses on the role of popular resistance in general in achieving
Palestinian national goals, but it did not focus on peaceful popular resistance’s role in

shaping a Palestinian national identity.
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6. The study of Samer Ibrahim Abu Sir about:” Al-Siasat Al-Israelia Wa Atharoha

Ala Ishkaliat Al-Hawiya Fe Al-Quds” MA thesis in political science- Al-Azhar

university/ Gaza, 2018. %

This study aimed to focus on the impact of Israeli policies on the Palestinian national
identity in Jerusalem. Also, it focused on the formation of the Palestinian identity and its
relationship with the struggle with the Israeli occupation by following the historical method
in tracing the important historical events of the Israeli policies which had great influence on
the Palestinian national identity. Furthermore, it gave this study a greater importance more
than the period of post 1967 war and the occupation of the West Bank and Jerusalem. In
other words, it focused on the methods of the Israelis in the distortion of the Palestinian
national identity and Judaizing Jerusalem using all the military, political, security and

cultural power to reach that goal.

It mentioned that due to the policies of the occupation, the youth in Jerusalem became self-
aware of the Zionist project giving them the power to keep their identities and block any
attempt of overtaking Jerusalem. Also, it presented the concept of identity and how the
Palestinian struggle of their identity and the role of the PLO in solidifying the national

awareness of the Palestinians.

This study is a correlational study based on the historic method which is similar to this

study, but it only studied the impact of the Israeli policies on the Palestinian national on
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identity only in Jerusalem while this study studies the impact of peaceful popular resistance

in the formation of the Palestinian national identity.

7. The Study of Hosban Shokri Khalil Nazaal about:” Al-Nidal Al-Silmi Fe Al-Sirat

Al-Dwaliya: Falastine Namothajan” MA thesis in international studies. Birzeit,

2010. ¢!

This study explored the peaceful resistance role in international disputes highlighting the
importance of nonviolent resistance as one of the forms of legitimate resistance against the
Israeli occupation’s oppression and injustice. Also, it highlighted many experiences of this
kind of struggle comparing them to the Palestinian one which used armed resistance in order

to achieve its goals and then negotiations to end the Israeli occupation.

Besides, it presented the main reasons which made the national and Islamic Palestinian
resistance movement take peaceful options without adopting the methods of violent
resistance to end the Israeli occupation in Palestine especially after signing Oslo accord. It
offered questions about the possibility of using non-violent strategy as an action strategy to

practice pressure on the Israelis and get into serious negotiations.

The most important results of this study were that non-violence is not a new strategy in the
Palestinian resistance movement, but it wasn’t followed as an effective national strategy

which would achieve the aim of achieving the independence of Palestine.
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Also, he concluded that the religious, historic, and cultural heritage of the Palestinian played
a vital role in avoiding non-violent resistance and adopting armed resistance to end the
Israeli occupation. In other words, the Palestinian factions moved according to the wish of
the Palestinians to avenge what happened to the Palestinians since 1948 and the sensitivity

of the issue of Jerusalem for all the classes of the Palestinians.

Furthermore, non-violent resistance is the best model in order to stop settlement expansion
and ending the occupation as well as getting the lost rights and international support for the

Palestinians.

This study is similar to the current study in tackling peaceful settlement approach that was
adopted in some international conflicts, as well as the adoption of peaceful popular
resistance in order to resolve and end the conflict. However, this study had not touched
upon the role of peaceful popular resistance in the formulation of Palestinian national
identity.

8. The Study of Salah Mustafa Al-Oesi about:” Al-Mogawama Alla Onfia Fe Falastin

Ba’d Itifaq Al-Mabadi: Belin and Nelin Namothajan. >

This study tackles the experience of non-violence in the Palestinian struggle since the
British Mandate since 1917 and going through the non-violent resistance in 1948. Then, this
struggle strategy became less popular after the start of the Palestinian armed revolution in

1965, and then non-violent resistance became popular in the first intifada in 1987. Finally,
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they experienced the non-violent struggle and resistance against building the separation wall
that this study took Bein and Neilin villages as models.

This study analyzed the experience of Nelin and Belin in the non-violent resistance which
failed the Israeli military power that it depended on attracting the support of the
international community and legalizing the struggle of ending the Israeli occupation. The
researcher highlighted the villages of Belin and Nelin because of their ability to organize its
relations with the forces and factions. Also, they had their methods and tactics under the
leadership of the two villages in order to resist the Israeli occupation peacefully.

This study is similar to the current study since it adopts the historical approach in studying
the transformation towards peaceful resistance, after the armed Al-Agsa Intifada and the
adoption of peaceful popular resistance until now. It also studies the experiences of peaceful
resistance of other people in their struggle against colonialism and the realization of freedom
and independence. However, it differs in that it did not link the role of this peaceful popular
resistance to the shaping of the Palestinian national identity, the focus of the proposed study.
9. The Study of Dr. Kayed Shrem about: “Al-Hawiya Al-Wataniya Al-Falastiniya

Jadal Al Waqi wa Ma’zaq Al-Khitaba Mogarana Naqdiya Tahliliya: Al-Istiglal
University Journal, 2017. %3

This study analysis the prevailing discourses of the identity based on the problem of the
Palestinian national movement without having any theoretical analysis. Furthermore, it

highlights the expressed identity by the first national project and the latest improvements

on the Palestinian identity based on the Palestinian struggle on the land. Then, the
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resulted future of the Palestinian identity is run by the Palestinians ability to solve the
dilemma of their identity and knowing the threats imposed on it on the ground.
It examined the reality and future of the Palestinian national identity through analyzing
the different discourses of identity and the national struggle on the ground, affirming
that any plan for the struggle might threaten the identity itself. This might be similar to
the proposed study that assumes a dialectical relationship between the formulation of
national identity and the role of the struggle with a focus on the impact of the peaceful
popular resistance in particular to the formulation of this identity.

10. The study of Imad Al-Din Mohammed Abu Rahma about:” Athar Al-Taswiya Al-

Siasia Ala Al-Hawiya Al-Filistinia” Dirasat Al-Itijahat Talabat Al-Jamiat Al-
Fiistinia Bigita Gaza. Al-Azhar/ Gaza, 2011. %

This study aimed to study the tendencies of the students of the Palestinian universities at
Gaza towards the political settlement and the Palestinian identity. Also, it revealed that
there is a negative attitude towards settlement process while the general tendency of the
Palestinian identity is positive.

It was found out that there are statistical differences among the averages of the degree of
college students on the scale of the tendency towards political settlement due to the variable
of the university including Al-Azhar, Al-Agsa, Al-Quds Open University. This meant that

the Islamic University students were the least proponents of political settlement.
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The differences among the averages of the degree of college students on the scale of the
tendency towards political settlement due to the variable of political affiliation including
Islamist or Left-Wing in favor of Fatah in the overall degree on the scale towards political
settlement. This meant that Fatah’s proponents approved the settlement the most.
Concerning the scale of the Palestinian identity, this study showed that there were statistical
differences among the averages of the degrees of students due to the variable of university
in favor of the Islamism and between the Islamic University and other universities in favor
of other universities in the national dimension.

Also, it turned out that there were statistical differences among the degrees of students due
to the variable of political affiliation between the Left-Wing and other factions in favor of
the Left -Wing in the national dimension and between the Islamists and other tendencies in
favor of the Islamist dimension and the overall degree of the scale of the Palestinian scale.
It showed that the national identity was the most powerful among others but with a slight
difference from the Islamic identity.

This study is similar to the current study in its methodological orientation as well as the
assumption that identity has dialectical relationships with some political variables in ending
the conflict. However, it focused on the political settlement in general from Palestinian
students of Gaza Universities’ point of view, without identifying a specific type of
resistance for political settlement. Thus, it didn’t address the dialectical relationship
between the role of peaceful popular resistance in the formulation of Palestinian national
identity.
11. The study of Ashraf Mohye Al-Din Mohammad Sawafta about: “Al-Mogawama

Al-Sha’biya Al-Filistinia Wa Imkaniat Tahwilaha Ela Estratijia Amal WATANI
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2005-2013”. MA thesis in Political planning and development, An-Najah National
University, 2015. 63

This study aimed at recognizing the possibility of turning the Palestinian popular resistance
into a framework strategy and a central option in the resistance of the Israeli occupation.
Furthermore, it discussed different political programs for different Palestinian factions and
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) about their vision and stand from popular
resistance. Also, it discussed the possibility unifying these factions under the umbrella of
ending the Israeli occupation according to the current organizational and political
circumstances. Furthermore, it discussed the impact of this kind of resistance on the
different classes of Palestinians as well as how to build a national strategic plan including al
the Palestinian classes and factions.

The researcher found that transferring popular resistance into a strategic framework was
possible since there was a theoretical general agreement lacking the Palestinian political
factions’ implementation. Also, it was under the microscope of the international community
which might be the best option to avoid implementing other options for ending the Israeli
occupation.

This study converges with other studies in that it focuses on the popular resistance as one of
the kinds of resistance and the extent of its impact on the resistance of the Palestinian
various classes and factions. However, they didn’t correlate the role and impact of peaceful

public resistance on the formation of the Palestinian national identity.
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2.1. Comments on the Previous Studies:

Previous studies included many titles related to popular resistance and the Palestinian
national identity through tracing the different historic events in which the Palestinians
resisted the Israeli occupation and the Zionist project as well as the impact of these events
in the formation of the Palestinian national identity and preserving it.

Also, they had gone through all the circumstances which the Palestinian cause been through
ranging from political settlement, popular resistance, and armed resistance. In other words,
they included intifadas, revolutions, popular protests leading to Madrid conference and
Oslo Accord.

These studies are important since they are the cornerstone of the current study, however
they didn’t shed light on the role of the peaceful popular resistance in the formation of the
Palestinian national identity. In other words, they didn’t measure the actual impact of these
consecutive events and the types of resistance which were produced by the Palestinian
resistance of the Israeli occupation. Particularly, the role of the peaceful popular resistance
on the Palestinian national identity as the current study aims at. Thus, the PLO made a
dramatic change in its strategy in resisting the occupation which assures the necessity of
taking care of this study which supposes a dialectic relationship between peaceful popular
resistance and the Palestinian national identity.

These studies paved the way to the current study with all their priceless results,

recommendations and issues about popular resistance and the Palestinian national identity.
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Furthermore, they talked about important topics using useful scientific methods
contributing in reaching such results and recommendations which are essential to the
Palestinian reality.

However, they didn’t tackle the role of the Palestinian popular resistance in the formation
of the Palestinian national identity in the stage following the second intifada in 2005 until
nowadays. In other words, they didn’t cover 15 years of struggling against the occupation
including the changes and political, international, regional, and local transformations.

This study is distinguished from the previous studies uniting peaceful popular resistance
and its relationship with the Palestinian national identity which was not tackled by previous
studies. Consequently, this study is the first in its kind paving the way to many researchers
to study this topic deeper and more comprehensively for its importance and lasting impact

on the life and future of the Palestinians.
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Chapter Three: Methods and Procedures
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This chapter includes a description of the methods and procedures which the researcher
followed in determining the society of the study, its sample, tools of data collection, the
steps of verifying the validity of the tools of the study as well as the description of the

procedures of conducting interviews and analyzing them.

3.1. Research Methods:

This study employed the descriptive analytic methods because it suited the nature of the
study that the descriptive method is related to social and humanitarian sciences. Also, the
descriptive method depends on describing the phenomenon as it is. Besides, the researcher
employed the historic method because it depended on collecting data from documents,
scientific magazines, and books as well as interviews which can be used as the tools of the

study.

The intentional sample of the study comprised four levels, namely: academic professors,
official governmental personnel as well as factional personnel, activists of popular
resistance. Thus, these interviews are the core of studying the role of peaceful popular
resistance in the formation of the Palestinian national identity through their experiences
about the role of peaceful popular resistance and their views about its future and influence.

These interviews will be analyzed using descriptive coding.
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3.2. Community of the Study:

The community of this study comprises four levels, including: academic professors,
official governmental personnel as well as factional personnel, activists of popular

resistance in Gaza and the West Bank.

3.3. Sample of the Study:

Due to the difficulty in conducting interviews with all the members of the community of
the study. This is because these interviews coincided with the interviews of the legislative
and presidential elections’ call. Also, COVID-19 as well as the national dialogue in Cairo
made it difficult to conduct these interviews. Besides, virtual interviews were not preferred
by some interviewees. Consequently, an intentional sample was chosen comprised 6
academic professors, 5 peaceful popular resistance activists; 4 representatives of the

Palestinian political parties as well as 2 governmental officials.

3.4. Tools of the Study:

The researcher employed interviews that six questions were chosen wisely to be directed to
the interviewees after being shown to a group of professors in the area of social and
humanitarian and political science in order to make sure that they cope with the goals of

the study.

After acquiring the required a facilitation paper from the university to conduct those
interviews, the researcher determined the dates of the interviews of the community of the

study.
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3.5. The Validity of the Interviews:

The researcher verified the validity of the interviews by using content validity tool by
presenting the model of the interview on arbitrators who gave the researcher their

feedback. The following arbitrators verified the validity of the interview:

# Acrbitrator Institutions Major
1 Dr. Omar Rahal Shams center/ Birzeit Political Science
2 Dr. Ali Qashmar Istiglal University Educational Methods
3 Dr. Ghassan Nemer Ministry of Interior Media

3.6. Data Processing and Analysis:

The researcher used thematic analysis ® which is one of the methods of analyzing
qualitative data that the researcher organizes the collected data according to themes or
categories. Then, they are explained and analyzed in order to find out the answer to the
determined research questions. Also, it can be done by focusing on the common themes in

the data, but the most common themes are not necessarily meaningful by itself.

Brown and Clerk (2012) are the most well-known writers about thematic analysis that they

explained that is can be done following six steps, including:

=

Being indulged in the collected data to be familiar with it.

N

Coding the data.

w

Looking for sub-codes.

e

Reviewing possible topics.

66 salall Cundl LpaSThttp://educad.me
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5. Naming the themes.

6. Reports production.

In order to codify the quantitative research, descriptive coding which is summarizing every
section in a word or two knowing that every section should include more than one code.
After writing the codes, the final themes’ stage is the result of the coding. Then, they are

collected to similar themes and subthemes.
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Chapter Four: Results and Discussion
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4. Interviews Analysis and Discussion:

4.1. The Analysis and Discussion of the Answers of the Political Parties:

4.1.1. The Analysis and Discussion of the First Question for the Political

Parties:

“What is the relation between resistance and the Palestinian national identity?”

- Ifthere is a relation, what is its nature?

- Will it include all the kinds of resistance or will it be restricted some kinds of
resistance?

- Will it be clearer when it is armed resistance and less clear when it is peaceful?

Based on the themes of the analysis of the first question about the relationship between

resistance and the Palestinian national identity directed to the interviewed officials of the

political parties. They agreed that there is a dialectic interchangeable relationship between

resistance and the Palestinian national identity as they agreed that resistance has a positive

impact on the Palestinian identity in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Also, there is a great

role for the popular resistance in enhancing the Palestinian national identity. Furthermore,

Mrs. Majida Al-Masri and Mr. Suhail Al-Salman agreed that popular resistance is fancy

expression of a global Palestinian bond.

Furthermore, they preferred the popular resistance option over other option since resistance

create the spirit of defending the unity of the Palestinians as well as their identities. Also,

Dr. Mohammad Al-Aboushi saw that the Palestinian national identity enhanced the

solidarity of the Palestinians in the 1948 land through poets, intellectuals and literary
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writers who contributed in preserving the national identity facing the attempts of the Israeli
occupation. Furthermore, the Palestinians succeeded in the 1948 land in achieving local
councils’ elections which became a model for peaceful resistance there.

The researcher- based on the analysis of the first question about the relationship between
resistance and the Palestinian national identity through the interviews of the officials of the
political parties- saw that there is a dialectic relationship between resistance and the
Palestinian national identity. This relationship agreed with the current study’s hypothesis
that there is a dialectic interchangeable relationship between peaceful popular resistance
and the Palestinian national identity.

Looking at the themes of the analysis of the first question, it is found that the option of
peaceful popular resistance is the best in resisting the Israeli occupation making a source of
attraction to the world’s countries which stood with the Palestinians and practiced pressure
on Israel to stop its violations against the Palestinians.

Peaceful resistance is the practical model for the Palestinian resistance against the Israeli
occupation today because it guarantees the international solidarity with the Palestinians for
a longer time. In short, every person chooses his own style of resistance according to
his/her potentials. In the Palestinian case, it is part of the national struggle which aims at
achieving freedom increasing and enhancing the feeling of the national identity.
Consequently, the researcher saw that peaceful popular resistance has a great role |

enhancing the Palestinian national identity.
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4.1.2. The Analysis and Discussion of the Second Question for the

Political Parties:
“How can we evaluate the reality of the peaceful popular resistance in Palestine? Can we
consider the stand of the Palestinian leadership from the popular resistance part of its

national strategy and why?

Was the use of the Palestinian leadership the peaceful resistance an urgent solution
considering lack of options or does it see it the best option for the Palestinian cause?
Why?

- Did the weekly witnessed events in some villages and cities in Palestine reach the level
of the national strategy of peaceful popular strategy or are they disorganized actions?

- What is the future of these movements in light of the internal and regional
transformations in the area?

- Why weren’t the successful experiences of peaceful popular resistance of Bab Al-
Shams and Al-Khan Al-Ahmar ignored taken in consideration in the development of a
national strategy for the popular national strategy in Palestine?

Many essential issues emerged based on the analysis of the second question, Mrs. Majida

Al-Masri and Dr. Mohammed Al-Aboushi as well as Mr. Suhail Al-Salman agreed that

there is not any national strategy for popular resistance. In other words, there is a future for

the popular resistance if it is adopted by planning a comprehensive strategic national plan
and the formation of a unified leadership in which all Palestinians participate. However,

Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad indicated that there is a national strategy for popular resistance,
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however, he saw that it wasn’t a strategic option taken by the Palestinian leadership.
Instead, it was a reaction on the failure of the negotiations!

In addition, Mr. Suhail Al-Salman saw that the stand of the Palestinian leadership from
peaceful popular resistance cannot be considered part of their national strategy. Dr.
Mohammad Al-Aboushi agreed that taking the option of popular resistance was not taken
as an option to end the occupation. On the contrary, the lack of trust in people is the
mistake of the Palestinian national authority fell in when it relinquished the role of the PLO
as the protector and the keeper of the Palestinian national identity in favor of the PNA.
However, Mrs. Majida Al-Masri saw that the option of popular resistance is the most
peaceful with a heavily armed enemy and controlling all the resources.

Concerning the reality of the Palestinian popular resistance today and the weekly events,
Dr. Al-Aboushi thinks that the process of popular peaceful resistance is still managed
factionally wise in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Also, these movements have been
organized and successful on the ground while some of these works were taken
bureaucratically dominating the whole process. However, Mr. Suhail Salman thinks that the
reality of the popular resistance in Palestine is seasonal and easily managed by the Israeli
occupation. He sees that the solution for resolving this predicament is by adopting a
comprehensive strategy and the formation of a unified leadership.

Still, Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad sees that these weekly events are good but not enough that the
option of peaceful popular resistance was adopted when negotiations failed and powers
were imbalanced in favor of the Israelis. This is an indirect paradox in the Palestinian
leadership’s decision in adopting popular resistance. Is it for military imbalance or the

closure of the path of negotiations?
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Based on the analysis of the second question, the researcher sees that the leadership’s
decision was obligatory considering the blockade of other options especially negotiations. It
is evident from the absence of steps in the adoption of popular peaceful resistance and the
absence of a national unified strategy for all the Palestinians. Despite the statement of Mr.
Azzam Al-Ahmad that there is a national strategy for popular national resistance, no
official statement was issued concerning this issue or any announcement of any plans of
activating the peaceful popular resistance by the Palestinian leadership.

Concerning the reality of the weekly events and the reality of the Palestinian popular
resistance, the researcher agrees with what the political party’s officials said when they
described them as being seasonal and reactions to lIsraeli violations as well as being
disorganized because they are not strategized. In other words, they fade away once the
action is gone.

In addition, these movements are considered insufficient for a comprehensive movement
for all the Palestinians. Besides, they are restricted to limited Palestinian classes.
Furthermore, the researcher sees that the Palestinian political parties calling for popular
resistance in their political programs had limited participation in the weekly events in some
villages and cities. Also, this form of resistance doesn’t represent all Palestinians leading to
a deformation of the Palestinian national identity. Consequently, the researcher thinks that
the Palestinian leadership should go on with the recommendations of the secretary generals
to adopt peaceful popular resistance and form a unified leadership in order to put a
comprehensive national strategic plan with a timetable of achieving specific goals of

liberating Palestine.
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4.1.3. The Analysis and Discussion of the Third Question for the Political

Parties:

“In light of your previous stand, how do you evaluate the usefulness of peaceful
resistance in achieving its goals? Why?”
Based on the themes of the analysis of the third question above, Dr. Mohammed Al-
Aboushi said that there is usefulness from achieving the goals of peaceful resistance that he
strengthened his answer by mentioning global experiences in India and South Africa. He
saw that military work enhanced peaceful resistance.
Similarly, Mr. Suhail Al-Salman agreed with Dr. Mohammed Al-Aboushi, but he added
that there should be a space for all kinds of resistance with the participation of all the
Palestinians. Also, it should be part of a national strategic plan believing in the awareness
of the Palestinians’ rights and believing in the justice of their rights and cause.
The researcher thinks that the themes of the analysis of the third question are not enough
that some of the Palestinian political parties’ officials didn’t answer this question.
According to the mentioned themes in this study and previous studies, peaceful resistance
can achieve its goals unconditionally unless a strategic unified plan for all Palestinians

according to their abilities.

4.1.4. The Analysis and Discussion of the Fourth Question for the Political
Parties:

“After experiencing peaceful popular resistance in 2000, how do you see the relation

between this form of resistance and the feeling of the Palestinians in their national identity?
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Did it contribute in enhancing the feeling of the Palestinian national identity or weakened
it? Why?

No one answered this question.

4.1.5. The Analysis and Discussion of the Fifth Question for the Political

Parties:

“Why didn’t the popular resistance- from 2000 until now- achieve diplomatic and

political achievements which could be moved to the international level compared

with the achievements of the first intifada in 19877
Based on the analysis of the themes of the fifth questions above, the officials of the political
parties agreed that the military actions of the second intifada led to consequences done by
the Israeli actions such as the separation wall. Dr. Al-Aboushi saw that the political
practices of the leadership and depending on external funding was the main reason for the
failure of popular peaceful resistance in achieving its goals. Also, Mr. Al-Salman saw that
the absence of unified leadership for the second intifada and the weakness of the PLO in
representing the Palestinians led to weakening the trust of the Palestinians in their political
leaderships.
The researcher saw that the themes of the analysis of the fifth question were not enough to
answer it, it is thought that the peaceful popular resistance since 2000 until now hasn’t
achieved what the first intifada did back in 1987 because of the participation of all the
Palestinians practicing many peaceful resistance forms including civilian disobedience,
strikes, protests and peaceful marches attracting the attention of the international

community.
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However, the second intifada started using peaceful resistance methods, then it changed to
military actions that the Palestinian factions developed their military groups which attacked
Israeli cities by targeting restaurants, busses leading to the killing of hundreds of Israelis.
As retribution, the IDF destroyed thousands of houses and official institutions and
assassinated Palestinian leaders as well as losing the international solidarity.

The international community looked at the Palestinian as attackers of Israeli cities leading
to killing hundreds of Israelis while Israeli actions were taken as an act of self-defense
including the separation wall which uprooted thousands of trees and confiscated thousands

of dunums.

4.1.6. The Analysis and Discussion of the Sixth Question for the Political

Parties:

“How can we strengthen the Palestinian national identity?”
Based on the thematic analysis of the sixth question above, Mrs. Majida Al-Masri indicated
that it is necessary to strengthen the Palestinian story in the hearts of the youth linking the
political stands with the Palestinian agendas. Also, she said that the Palestinian political
decision supporting popular resistance which withdraws recognizing the state of Israel
enhances the Palestinian national identity. However, Dr. Al-Aboushi focused on preferring
the High interests to individual ones giving models of leaderships and national education
for all. Also, Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad stated that the expansion in the circle of the popular

resistance is the only way of enhancing the Palestinian national identity.
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The researcher agrees with what was indicated before that it is thought that the
steadfastness of the Palestinians in his land is by supporting him and allowing him/her in
decision making, so it is essential to enhance it by popular collaboration and strengthening
the Palestinian household. It is done by ending the political division and unifying all the
Palestinian factions under one clear strategy including all the Palestinians showing them the

way to independence.

4.2. The Analysis and Discussion of the Answers of Academics:

4.2.1. The Analysis and Discussion of the First Question:

“What is the relationship between resistance and the Palestinian national identity?

- If there is a relationship, what its nature would be?

- Does this relationship include all kinds of resistance or it is limited to specific kinds?

- Will this relationship be obvious if it is armed and less obvious wen it is peaceful?
Based on the analysis of the themes of the first question above, the interviewed academics
agreed that there is a dialectic relationship between resistance in all its forms including
peaceful and armed and the Palestinian national identity. Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub added that
resistance is the one which formulated the structure of the Palestinian identity. Also, he
considered the effectiveness of the resistance as a tool for measuring whether it is armed or
peaceful. Besides, he thinks that resistance granted legitimacy to the movements and
leaderships which is one of the keys to the success of Fatah. Furthermore, identities are

formulated in other forms of struggle.
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Similarly, Dr. Omar Rahal saw that resistance enhances the Palestinian national identity
considering their national struggle as the key of their identity. Also, he saw that armed
resistance had the greatest role for the formation of the Palestinian national identity. He also
considered the first intifada as the soul of the Palestinian national identity. However, Dr.
Saied Ayyad that the armed resistance didn’t succeed in preserving the Palestinian identity.
Instead, popular peaceful resistance prevailed in preserving it. He assured that if the
Palestinians clang with the results of the first intifada in 1987, they would have got their
independence and preserved their identity.

Still, Dr. Bilal Shobaky thought that the relationship between resistance and national
identity is indirect since resistance is not a key issue in identities. On the contrary, it is a
key element for the formation for identity and the protector of other elements of that
identity. Also, he saw that the formation of the Palestinian national identity is related to the
struggle resistance state giving the Palestinian new characteristics.

He also thought that the impact of identity is not related to the form of resistance, but to its
popular efficiency. However, Dr. Sari Nusseibeh thought that armed resistance was a key
element in the emergence of the Palestinian identity. Furthermore, the relation between the
Palestinian identity and peaceful resistance is direct focusing more on 1967 areas. Still, Dr.
Mazen Qamsia saw that the differentiation in the Palestinian national identity preceded the
existence of resistance, however, colonization helped in strengthening this identity because
it practices pressure on people. In short, he saw that the relation between resistance and the
Palestinian national identity is positive that with more resistance comes more national

belonging to the identity.
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Based on the analysis of the themes of the first question and their answers by academics,
the researcher saw that what was mentioned is very important since it confirms the
hypothesis of the existence of dialectic relationship between peaceful popular resistance
and the Palestinian national identity. Furthermore, resistance contributed in the formation of
the Palestinian national identity and its efficiency in supporting it. Also, the struggle state
of the Palestinian resistance added new characteristics since the name of the Palestinian is
related to resistance and its codes.

The researcher thinks that academics agreed on the importance of popular resistance and its
greatest role in fostering the Palestinian national identity and gaining more international
support. Dr. Al-Shobaky assured that the role of popular resistance lies in redefining
occupation as it should be known that its existence is a problem whither it held a weapon or
a musical instrument.

Peaceful resistance is the practical model for the Palestinian resistance against the Israeli
occupation since it gives the Palestinians international support and the continuity of the
Palestinian participation in their resistance according to the capacity of every individual.
This way, every individual feel that he/she is part of the national struggle which aims to
gaining freedom and independence increasing the feeling in the national identity.
Consequently, the researcher believes that peaceful popular resistance has a great role in the

formation of the Palestinian national identity.
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4.2.2. The Analysis and Discussion of the Second Question:
“How can you evaluate the reality of the Palestinian peaceful popular resistance? Can we

consider the stand of the Palestinian leadership from peaceful popular resistance as part of

its national strategy? Why?

Does the Palestinian leadership choose the peaceful poplar resistance as the last action
considering the blockade of other options or did it find it the most suitable option for
the Palestinian cause? Why?

- Do weekly events in some Palestinians cities and villages reach the level of becoming a
national strategy for peaceful popular resistance, or they are just random movements?

- What is the future of these movements considering the internal and regional
transformations in the region?

- Why weren’t the successful experiences of popular resistance at Bab Al-Shams village
and Al-khan Al-Ahmar taken in consideration when developing a national strategy for
the Palestinian popular resistance?

Based on the themes arose from the analysis of the second question above, academics

agreed that there isn’t a unified national strategy for popular resistance. Also, they found

that the Palestinian leadership used peaceful popular resistance is only to escape from their
reality. In other words, these actions are seasonal and disorganized since they are restricted
to some areas without linking them to a plan.

Dr. Mazen Qamsia saw that the reality of the peaceful popular resistance today doesn’t

contribute in empowering the Palestinian national identity. On the contrary, it is getting

worse due to the reality of the Palestinian popular peaceful resistance. Similarly, Dr. Rahal
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agreed with Dr. Qamsia in saying that there is no horizon for the Palestinian peaceful
popular resistance since the Palestinian leadership was not serious about following
peaceful, popular, or armed resistance with the occupation. Also, he saw that it won’t
succeed of it is related to official decision and interests with the occupation. Furthermore,
Dr. Hroub agreed with Dr. Qamsia that the PA can’t have a structure based on resistance,
popular resistance, or peaceful resistance.

Based on the analysis of the themes of the second question above, the Palestinian leadership
decision to adopt the peaceful popular resistance as the last option due to the failure of all
options including negotiations which is expressed by academics in their interviews. The
reason for that is that there isn’t any unified national strategy for all Palestinian. Since the
meeting of the secretary general in September 2020 and issuing the meeting statement of
adopting peaceful popular resistance by the leadership and all the Palestinian factions.
However, no actions taken to implement this statement at the official level.

Concerning the weekly events of peaceful popular resistance in Palestine, the researcher
agrees with what the academics stated that weekly events are seasonal and reactions to a
sense of national feeling as Dr. Omar Rahal said on the Israeli violations. However, they
are not organized and don’t depend on a clear strategy and goals, so they fade away with
the end of these movements. Also, they are insufficient to have a full-scale popular
resistance including all the Palestinians, but they were limited to a specific class of
Palestinians. Despite the adoption of peaceful resistance in the Palestinian factions’ meeting
in September 2020, their participation was limited and limited for specific factions.

This form of resistance doesn’t represent all the Palestinians because it represents a specific

class of Palestinians leading to a mutation in the Palestinian national identity.
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Consequently, the researcher thinks that the Palestinian leadership should go on with the
recommendations of the meeting of the general managers of the factions in 2020. It stated
the adoption of peaceful popular resistance and the formation of a unified leadership in

order to put a comprehensive national strategy with a limited timetable.

4.2.3. The Analysis and Discussion of the Third Question:

“In light of your previous stand, how do you see the point of peaceful resistance in
achieving its goals? Why?
Based on the analysis of the themes of the third question above, the academics didn’t find
any point of peaceful resistance in achieving its goals that Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub saw that
peaceful resistance can achieve its goals effectively more than armed resistance unless there
is a unified national strategy and perfect leadership.
Dr. Omar Rehal said that there if there is a unified strategy and an action plan as well as a
good leadership in Palestine, resistance will achieve its goals. However, Dr. Saied Ayyad
saw that it will achieve its goals if the concepts of peaceful resistance are restored.
However, Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaky said that peaceful resistance can achieve its goals if
leaderships went over the traditional styles of resistance since it is thought that peaceful
resistance will achieve its goals. However, peaceful popular resistance didn’t achieve its
goals.
Based on the analysis of the themes of the third question, the researcher thinks that the
themes of this question are very important in achieving peaceful resistance in Palestine.

Consequently, the goals of peaceful popular resistance cannot be achieved with the absence
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of a unified leadership and a national strategy in and out of Palestine in which every

Palestinian participates according to his/her potentials.

4.2.4. The Analysis and Discussion of the Fourth Question:

“After experiencing the peaceful popular resistance in 2000, how do you see the
relationship between this form of resistance and the Palestinians’ sensation of their
national identity? Did it contribute in fostering the sensation of their Palestinian
national identity or weakened it? Why?
Based on the analysis of the themes of question four, there weren’t many themes in the
answers of this question, but Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub saw that the first intifada fostered the
Palestinian national identity unlike the second intifada. Dr. Bilal Shobaky saw that the
second intifada moved from peaceful popular resistance to military resistance model after
2000.
This, the researcher saw that the themes of the fourth question were not clear that not all
interviewees answered the questions, so it is thought that the experience of post 2000
intifada changed to military armed style limiting resistance to specific people and places. In
other words, no strategic united clear plan was set because the Palestinian resistance created

new styles of peaceful resistance such as boycotting Israeli products.
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4.2.5. The Analysis and Discussion of the Fifth Question:

“Why didn’t the popular resistance since 2000 until now achieve any diplomatic and

political infiltrations at the international level compared to the achievements of the

first intifada in 1987?
Based on the analysis of the themes of the fifth question, Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub saw that the
reason for not achieving any international and political achievement is due to the trust crisis
in the leadership after Oslo and the division of government in Gaza and the West Bank after
Hama’s coup against the PA. Consequently, he thinks that the flaw in the Palestinian
national identity is due to power monopoly of the PA and Hama’s government. However,
Dr. Ayyad and Dr. Rahal agreed that the military armed resistance of the second intifada
while the first one depended on the peaceful popular resistance.
Dr. Rahal saw that this intifada is not an experience that can be build other experiences on
that Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaky indicated that the official Palestinian institutions were unable to
offer the diplomatic international issue away from the Zionist narrative. However, Dr. Sari
thought that the main reason for not achieving any success is marginalizing the masses.
Also, Dr. Qamsia added that the over power of the Israeli occupation was one of the
reasons for not achieving any diplomatic and political benefits after 2000.
Based on the analysis of the themes of the fifth question, the researcher thinks that the
peaceful popular resistance from 2000 until now hasn’t achieved what the first intifada
achieved in 1987 because every Palestinian participated in it practicing civil disobedience,

strikes and peaceful marches leading to attracting the international attention.
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However, the second intifada started by using different peaceful methods and then military
armed actions which were practiced by specific class as a response to the Israeli violations.
Consequently, military actions escalated among the Palestinian factions who developed
their military groups which targeted Israeli cities, bombed restaurants and busses leading to
the death of many Israelis. Then, the Israeli army retaliated these attacks by destroying
thousands of houses, arrested Palestinian leaders, and destroyed official departments which
led to great losses to the Palestinians.

In return, the Palestinian lost their international solidarity that the international community
considered the Palestinians who attack Israeli cities as anti-Semitic. Also, they gave Israel
the right to defend itself by building the separation wall which confiscated thousands of
donums.

In addition, Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaky described the situation as a weakness in the official
Palestinian institutions which didn’t adopt peaceful popular resistance in Al-Agsa intifada.
Also, it didn’t organize peaceful popular resistance in which all Palestinians participate in

putting the unified organized strategy with having a unified leadership.

4.2.6. The Analysis and Discussion of the Sixth Question:

“How can we empower the Palestinian national identity?”
Based on the analysis the themes of the sixth question above, the academic mentioned
several themes that Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub said that fostering the Palestinian national identity
comes from having new leaders, restructuring the PLO, and electing a true Palestinian

national council. However, Dr. Saied Ayyad saw that empowering the Palestinian identity
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comes from creating a Palestinian political factional vision working hard to end the division
and reorder the priorities. Furthermore, it is done by strengthening the Palestinian narrative,
preserving the Palestinian heritage, having a program cherishing struggle at the popular
level, contributing in supporting the perseverance of the 1948 Palestinians as well as
developing the social and economic behavior of the Palestinians to the resistants’ level.
However, Dr Sari Nusseibeh indicated that fostering the Palestinian identity can be by
holding on with the Palestinian cultural and narrative identity. Still, Dr. Qamsia sees that it
IS imperative to rise the younger generation on citizenship. However, Dr. Omar Rahal said
that it is possible to end this crisis by ending the Palestinian division, peaceful transition of
power, elections, establishing a political democratic internal system in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip away from racial, religious and gender discrimination as well as law
independence.

In addition to restructuring the Palestinian narrative based on the factional vision in which
Palestinian factions can do their role in the field. Also, Dr. Rahal said that fostering the
Palestinian national identity happens through ending the crisis of the civil society and the
participation of women, youth, and young academics and this creates social justice and
credibility between people and the leadership.

The researcher thinks that according to the analysis the themes of the sixth question, it is
imperative to empower the Palestinian national identity in terms of forming a unified
national leadership from which emerges a unified national strategy with the participation of
all the Palestinians. Also, it is important to resolve any political disagreement among the

Palestinian factions in order to end the division.
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This enables the Palestinians to create new vision in order to foster the perseverance of the
Palestinians socially and economically. Furthermore, this makes the Palestinian people all
over the world organize peaceful resistance campaigns in order to fight back normalization
as well as reviving the Palestinian heritage and popular struggle with the participation of all

the Palestinians based on their potentials.

4.3. The Analysis and Discussion of the Answers of Governmental

Officials:

4.3.1. The Analysis and Discussion of the First Question:

“What is the relationship between resistance and the Palestinian National Identity:
- If there is any relation, what is its nature?
- Does this relationship include all kinds of resistance or is it limited to specific forms?
- Will their relation be clear if there is armed resistance and less clear when it is peaceful

resistance?

Based on the analysis of the responses of the first question, the interviewed Palestinian
officials confirmed the existence of a dialectic relationship between the forms of resistance
and the Palestinian national identity. In fact, the governor of Ramallah and Al-Bereh Laila
Ghanam assured those national identities are the catalyst of peaceful and armed resistance.
Similarly, Mr. Adnan Ghaith the governor of Jerusalem governorate said that there is a

strong bond between resistance and the Palestinian national identity.

The researcher thinks that the themes of the first question are enough for having a clear

answer that the Palestinian officials’ interviews indicated a dialectic relationship between
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resistance in all its forms and the Palestinian national identity on which this study is based
on that the researcher assumed the existence of a dialectic relationship between resistance

and national identity.

4.3.2. The Analysis and Discussion of the Second Question:

“How can we evaluate the reality of the peaceful popular resistance in Palestine? Can we
consider the stand of the Palestinian leadership from the popular resistance part of its
national strategy and why?

- Was the use of the Palestinian leadership the peaceful resistance an urgent solution
considering lack of options or does it see it the best option for the Palestinian cause?
Why?

- Did the weekly witnessed events in some villages and cities in Palestine reach the level
of the national strategy of peaceful popular strategy or are they disorganized actions?

- What is the future of these movements in light of the internal and regional
transformations in the area?

- Why weren’t the successful experiences of peaceful popular resistance of Bab Al-
Shams and Al-Khan Al-Ahmar ignored taken in consideration in the development of a
national strategy for the popular national strategy in Palestine?

Based on the analysis of the themes of the second question, several issues emerged about

the subject matter of the question. For example, Dr. Laila Ghanam - the governor of

Ramallah and Al- Bereh- indicated that peaceful resistance is the best option for the

Palestinians in light of the international and regional developments Also, she indicated that
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it is imperative to urge all Palestinians to participate in this peaceful resistance and putting
an overall plan related to the diplomatic and political actions.

Similarly, the governor of Jerusalem Mr. Adnan Ghaith agreed with Dr. Ghanam saying
that the outcomes of the meeting of the Palestinian factions in 2000 should be implemented
under one unified leadership assuring that weekly movements are organized and a
successful model of popular peaceful resistance.

The researcher thinks that the themes of the second question were not fully answered since
the researcher thinks that the option of popular peaceful resistance was an emergency
option since all other steps failed because the Palestinian leadership didn’t issue any official
decision to adopt peaceful resistance especially after the meeting of the secretary generals
of the Palestinian factions in 2000. Consequently, it is thought that the adoption of the
Leadership of peaceful resistance was urgent to cope with the international stipulations,
treaties and agreements signed with Israel.

Concerning the reality of popular resistance in Palestine and the weekly activities, the
researcher believes that they are reactions to the violations of the Israeli occupation.
Furthermore, the researcher believes that they are disorganized and in their way to oblivion.
Finally, if the experience of Bab Al-Shams village and Al-Khan Al-Ahmar were not the
corner stone of the unified national strategy along with joining the Palestinian efforts,

nothing will be achieved.

4.3.3. The Analysis and Discussion of the Third Question:

“In light of your previous stand, how do you see the point of peaceful resistance in

achieving its goals? Why?
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Based on the analysis of the themes of the third question, Dr. Ghanam saw that resistance is
valid, but under specific stipulations that peaceful resistance can achieve its goals if popular
forces along with syndicates and institutions joined forces.

The researcher believes that answers were not enough to get a clear picture because not all
officials answered this question. The researcher here disagreed with the stipulations of
achieving the goals of popular resistance since the researcher believes that it can achieve its
goals according to a unified national strategy including the efforts of all the Palestinians.

This study converged with other studies in this point.

4.3.4. The Analysis and Discussion of the Fourth Question:

“After experiencing the peaceful popular resistance in 2000, how do you see the
relationship between this form of resistance and the Palestinians’ sensation of their
national identity? Did it contribute in fostering the sensation of their Palestinian
national identity or weakened it? Why?
Based on the analysis of the themes of the fourth question, Dr. Laila Ghanam thinks that
this form of peaceful poplar resistance contributed positively in enhancing the Palestinian
national identity especially after 2000. Thus, this enabled many Palestinians to participate
in the national actions such as boycotting Israeli products.
The researcher believes that the themes of the fourth questions were not enough since not
all officials answered it. Also, the researcher thinks that the experience of the Palestinian
popular resistance in 2000 was armed after a few months of the start of Al. Agsa popular

resistance. Consequently, the Palestinian resistance was restricted to a specific class of
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people that they created a new form of resistance which is boycotting Israeli products.
Furthermore, the researcher believes that this process of boycotting Israeli products is a
method of defending on the rights of the Palestinians especially the right of self-

determination.

4.3.5. The Analysis and Discussion of the Fifth Question:

“Why didn’t the popular resistance since 2000 until now achieve any diplomatic and
political infiltrations at the international level compared to the achievements of the
first intifada in 1987?”
Based on the analysis of the themes of the fifth question, Dr. Laila Ghanam indicated that
peaceful resistance after 2000 achieved the recognition of the Palestinian membership in
the UN as a non-observant member and joining to specialized international committees
such as the Interpol, UNESCO, and International Criminal Court as well as boycotting
Israeli products internationally.
The researcher thinks that the themes of the analysis of this question were not enough for a
clear answer because she thinks that peaceful resistance since 2000 didn’t achieve what the
first intifada did in 1987 because the latter was popular per se. In other words, all
Palestinians participated in it using different forms of peaceful resistance such as civil
disobedience, strikes, marches and peaceful protests attracting the attention of international
community to the Palestinian cause.
However, the second intifada began with using peaceful method and then armed resistance

since the Israeli occupation escalated its actions leading the Palestinian factions to train
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their groups to attack Israeli cities and busses. Thus, this led to killing hundreds of Israelis.
In return, the Israeli attacked many Palestinian cities, destroyed many houses and official
institutions as well as arrested and assassinated many Palestinian leaders. Also, the
Palestinians lost their international solidarity because of the imbalance of powers since the
worldwide echoes of the Palestinian attacks indicated that the Palestinians are attacking
Israel considering the Palestinians as anti-sematic. Also, the West considered all the Israeli
actions as self-defense including building the separation wall which confiscated thousands

of donums as well as putting military roadblocks between the Palestinian cities.

4.3.6. The Analysis and Discussion of the Sixth Question:

“How can we empower the Palestinian national identity?”

Based on the analysis of the themes of the sixth question, Dr. Laila Ghanam indicated that
the enforcement of the resistance of the Palestinians lies in giving them the chance to
participate in decision-making through political and social activities while Mr. Adnan
Ghaith stated that national unity is a necessity in ending the Palestinian division and putting
the Palestinian house in order.

The researcher agreed with what was talked about in the themes of the sixth question that
she thinks that enforcing the perseverance of the Palestinians lies in supporting him in his
land and enabling him to take decisions to feel that he is part of his society.

Also, it is vital to enforce the Palestinian national identity by supporting the Palestinians

and ending the division in order to have a clear strategic plan for all Palestinians.
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4.4. The Analysis and Discussion of the Answers of Popular Resistance Activists:

4.4.1. The Analysis and Discussion of the First Question:

“What is the relationship between resistance and the Palestinian national identity?

- If there is a relationship, what its nature would be?

- Does this relationship include all kinds of resistance or it is limited to specific kinds?

- Will this relationship be obvious if it is armed and less obvious wen it is peaceful?
Based on the analysis of the first question, most of the activists assured that there is a
dialectic relationship between all forms of resistance and the Palestinian national identity.
Also, Mr. Mahmud Darwaja’ and Mr. Salah Al-Khawaja agreed that the option of peaceful
popular resistance because it is the most peaceful option in which most Palestinians
participate according to their potentials. Besides, the former thought that the response to the
Israeli violations cannot be retaliated through armed resistance, but it should be peaceful
resistance and being anti-normalization with Israel.

The researcher thinks that there is a dialectic relationship between resistance and its forms
and the Palestinian national identity which is the hypothesis on which this study was built
on. Looking back at the analysis of the first question, it is found that popular peaceful
resistance is the best option because all Palestinians take part in it attracting the
international communities. This will result in practicing pressure on lIsrael in order to stop
the Israel violation in Palestine.

In short, peaceful resistance is the best practical option for the Palestinians against the

Israeli occupation because it gives the Palestinians the ability to do their duties according to
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their potentials in order to feel they belong to the Palestinian society. Finally, it has a great

role in enhancing the Palestinian national identity.

4.4.2. The Analysis and Discussion of the Second Question:
“How can you evaluate the reality of the Palestinian peaceful popular resistance? Can we
consider the stand of the Palestinian leadership from peaceful popular resistance as part of

its national strategy? Why?

Does the Palestinian leadership choose the peaceful poplar resistance as the last action
considering the blockade of other options or did it find it the most suitable option for
the Palestinian cause? Why?

- Do weekly events in some Palestinians cities and villages reach the level of becoming a
national strategy for peaceful popular resistance, or they are just random movements?

- What is the future of these movements considering the internal and regional
transformations in the region?

- Why weren’t the successful experiences of popular resistance at Bab Al-Shams village
and Al-khan Al-Ahmar taken in consideration when developing a national strategy for
the Palestinian popular resistance?

Based on the analysis of the themes of the second question, all the activists agreed on the

absence of a unified national strategy as well as a unified leadership. Also, the refuge of the

Palestinian leadership to popular resistance was due to lack of available options as well as

considering it the best option for the Palestinians in order to get the support of the

international community.
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Concerning the Palestinian popular resistance and the weekly activities as well as the future
of these events, the Palestinian activists thought that these movements were seasonal and
disorganized. In other words, popular resistance means the participation of all Palestinians
and practicing all forms of popular resistance within a strategic coherent and national plan.
Mr. Salah Al-Khawaja assure the necessity of moving from the model of peaceful
resistance to collective strategy of all Palestine. Still, Mr. Mahmud Nawaja’ that it is
important to adopt the peaceful popular resistance strategy, but -as Mr. Nabil Diab said-
this is not enough in light of the absence of a unified leadership working based on a unified
national plan.

The researcher thinks that from themes of the analysis of the second question, the execution
of the peaceful resistance was an urgent decision based on the failure of negotiations with
the Israelis. This decision is only dead letters because no actions were taken to implement
it.

Concerning the weekly events and the movements of popular resistance, the researcher
agreed with the activists that they are seasonal reactions to the Israeli forces’ violations in
specific areas. Also, they are not organized and aimless movements.

The researcher believes that they fade away that they are not enough for an overall
collective uprising of all the Palestinians because they are limited to specific people. As Mr.
Nabil Diab stated, it is due to the absence of a unified national leadership stating a
defensive strategy to resist the Israeli occupation. Consequently, the researcher believes
that the Palestinian leadership should take the recommendations of the meeting of the
secretary generals of the Palestinian factions as well as form a unified leadership according

to a timetable to liberate Palestine.
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4.4.3. The Analysis and Discussion of the Third Question:

“In light of your previous stand, how do you see the point of peaceful resistance in
achieving its goals? Why?
Based on the analysis of the themes of the third question above, Mr. Abdelhadi Hanash and
Mr. Nabil Diab agreed that if there isn’t a unified program under one unified leadership all
popular resistance will go in vain. Also, Mr. Nawaja’ thought that achieving the goals of
the peaceful resistance is possible if we look at previous successes of the Palestinian
resistance. Consequently, the activists agreed on the ability of the peaceful popular
resistance on achieving its goals.
The researcher thinks that the themes of the third question are not enough that one of the
activists didn’t answer this question. Also, she believes that peaceful resistance can’t
achieve its goals unless there is a unified strategic plan in which all the Palestinians

participate according to their abilities.

4.4.4. The Analysis and Discussion of the Fourth Question:

“After experiencing the peaceful popular resistance in 2000, how do you see the
relationship between this form of resistance and the Palestinians’ sensation of their
national identity? Did it contribute in fostering the sensation of their Palestinian
national identity or weakened it? Why?

Based on the analysis of the themes of the fourth question, there weren’t many themes to

answer this question fully that Mr. Murad Shtewi saw that all forms of resistance enhance
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the Palestinian identity. Similarly, Mr. Khawaja said that popular resistance enhanced the
Palestinian unity without defining this period of the history of the resistance.

The researcher concluded that the analysis of the themes of the fourth question wasn’t clear
enough that they didn’t answer the question. In other words, the researcher thinks that the
experience of popular peaceful resistance after 2000 was the period of military action per
se, so it was limited to specific class of Palestinians in specific areas. Finally, this kind of
resistance produced a new form of peaceful resistance which is the call for boycotting the

Israeli products especially settlements’ products.

4.4.5. The Analysis and Discussion of the Fifth Question:

“Why didn’t the popular resistance since 2000 until now achieve any diplomatic and

political infiltrations at the international level compared to the achievements of the

first intifada in 1987?”
Based on the analysis of the themes of the fifth question above, some activists indicate that
there are benefits of popular resistance. However, Mr. Diab saw that there is a lack of
benefits due to the multiplicity of political decision. Still, Mr. Hanash though that the
reasons behind that was not organizing popular resistance which is what Mr. Khawaja
agreed on. The latter thought that not expanding the forms of peaceful popular resistance
and the lack of the participation of the Palestinian leadership in peaceful resistance. Also, it
didn’t take political decisions to face the Israeli occupation and settlement expansion which

had the greatest effect internationally and politically.
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The researcher thinks that the themes of the fifth question were not enough to answer the
asked question. She believes that the popular resistance since 2000 didn’t achieve what the
first intifada in 1987 achieved. This is because all the Palestinians participated in the first
intifada practicing all forms of peaceful resistance including civil disobedience, strikes,
marches and protests.

Furthermore, it turned all the attention to the Palestinian issue. However, in the second
intifada, the use of peaceful popular resistance and then armed struggle by developing their
military groups by attacking Israeli cities and busses. This leads to killing hundreds of
Israelis and avenging the victims of the Israeli attacks.

In return, the Israeli attacked many Palestinian cities and villages as well as arrested senior
Palestinian leaders. Also, these losses included losing the international solidarity for the
Palestinian cause because of the huge western support for Israel. Most of the International
communities considered the Israeli actions as an act of self-defense including building the
separation wall which confiscated thousands of donums in the Palestinian lands.
Furthermore,, the lack of organization in the Palestinian popular peaceful resistance and
the lack of the participation of the Palestinian leadership as well as the lack of a unified
strategy for the Palestinian resistance led to a total failure diplomatically and

internationally.
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4.4.6. The Analysis and Discussion of the Sixth Question:

“How can we empower the Palestinian national identity?”

Based on the analysis of the themes of the sixth question, many activists including Mr.
Khawaja that enhancing the Palestinian political identity will be by having an active
leadership, having a united national strategy as well as determining the political stand and
gathering Palestinians on a central issue. In addition, Mr. Nawaja’ added that enhancing all
forms of resistance and organizing campaigns for enhancing the Palestinian national
identity in order to prevent normalization and Israelization. He indicated that it is necessary
to communicate with other Arab nations. On the other hand, Mr. Diab and Mr. Shtewi
indicated that it is imperative to empower the Palestinians and ending the Palestinian
division in order to strengthen the Palestinian national identity.

The researcher agrees with the themes of this question especially what was mentioned
about forming a unified leadership against the Israeli actions in order to foster the
Palestinian national identity. Also, it is important to resolve all political disagreements and
join forces in order to overcome the stage of division, empower the Palestinian state as a

way of fighting normalization in all its forms.

4.5. The Comprehensive Summary of the Analysis:

4.5.1. Question One:

“What is the relationship between resistance and the Palestinian national identity?
- If there is a relationship, what its nature would be?

- Does this relationship include all kinds of resistance or it is limited to specific kinds?
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- Will this relationship be obvious if it is armed and less obvious wen it is peaceful?

Based on the answers of the interviewees on the first question mentioned above, all of them
agreed that there is a dialectic interchangeable relationship between resistance and the
Palestinian popular resistance that resistance affects the Palestinian national identity and
vice versa. Also, resistance has a positive impact on the Palestinian national identity that
some of them indicated that peaceful popular resistance fostered the Palestinian identity.

However, others saw that armed resistance is the one fostering this identity.

Politically speaking, Mrs. Majida Al-Masri, Dr. Mohamed Al-Aboushi and Mr. Suhail Al-
Salman agreed that popular resistance is the classy expression of resistance which was
linked to the Palestinian globally. Furthermore, they preferred popular peaceful resistance
to other options because resistance creates the spirit of defending o the right of the unity of

the Palestinians and holding on their identity and land.

Also, Dr. Mohammad Al-Aboushi thought that the Palestinian identity enhanced the
perseverance of the Palestinians in the 1948 land through literary writers, poets and
intellectuals who preserved the national identity and stood in the face of the Israeli’s
attempts to wipe it out. Besides, they succeeded in conducting local councils’ elections

which became a model for popular peaceful resistance in the 1948 land.

Academically speaking, Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub saw that resistance is one of the factors of the
formation of the structure of the Palestinian identity considering the its efficiency as a scale
even though it was armed or peaceful. Also, he saw that resistance gave legitimacy to the

movements and leaderships which can be considered the success factor of Fatah.
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He also added that identities form from the clash of struggles while Dr. Omar Rahal saw
that resistance enhances the Palestinian national identity making national struggle the core
of this identity. Furthermore, armed resistance had the greatest role in the formation of the
Palestinian national identity considering the first intifada the rebirth of the Palestinian

identity.

However, Dr. Saied Ayyad saw that armed resistance didn’t succeed in preserving identity
unlike peaceful resistance which could gain the Palestinian independence and preserve the
Palestinian national identity. Still, Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaky believed that the relationship
between resistance and the Palestinian national identity is an indirect one since it is not a
key element in the identity, but it is the protector of other elements. Also, the formation of
the Palestinian national identity is highly related to the struggle state which gave the
Palestinians new characteristics. In addition, the impact of resistance on identity is
irrelevant to the form of resistance whether it was armed or peaceful because the masses are

the heart and soul of any resistance which is the scale of our feeling of our national identity.

Similarly, Dr. Sari considered armed resistance as the key element of the birth of the
Palestinian identity. Concerning the relationship between the Palestinian identity and
popular peaceful resistance, it was focused in the 1967 land. In addition, Dr. Mazen Qamsia
considered that having a distinguished Palestinian identity preceded the existence of
resistance. However, colonization helped strengthening this identity because colonization
practiced pressure on people making it a positive relationship that with more resistance

comes more affiliation and belonging.



100

Governmentally, governmental officials indicated the existence of a dialectic relationship
between all forms of resistance and the Palestinian national identity. In this context, Dr.
Laila Ghanam said that national identity is the catalyst of the peaceful and armed resistance
while Mr. Adnan Ghaith found a strong bond between resistance and Palestinian national

identity.

Concerning the activists of peaceful resistance, they all agreed that there is a dialectic
relationship between resistance forms and the Palestinian national identity. Basically, Mr.
Mahmud Nawaja and Mr. Salah Al-Khawaja preferred peaceful popular resistance to armed
one because it achieves its goals as well as the high participation of Palestinians in it. Also,
Mr. Nawaja considered that the response of the Israeli violations cannot be by using armed
resistance. Instead, it should be using peaceful popular resistance methods such as being

anti-normalization.

From here, the researcher concluded that there is a dialectic relationship between all forms
of resistance and the Palestinian national identity, so the opinions of the interviewees
supported the hypothesis of this study which supposed the existence of a dialectic
relationship between the Palestinian popular peaceful resistance and the Palestinian national
identity. Thus, this affects the process on both sides as it is a causative relationship because

the Palestinian national identity affects the development of resistance and vice versa.

Also, the option of popular peaceful resistance is the best option in resisting the Israeli
occupation leading to the attraction of the world’s attention on the Palestinian cause and the
increase of international solidarity with the Palestinians. In other words, resistance

contributed in the formation of the Palestinian national identity the emerged by using the
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force of the Palestinian struggle. The Palestinian struggle state gave the Palestinians the
characteristic of resistance. Still, peaceful resistance is the practical model for the
Palestinian resistance against occupation today giving the Palestinians international

solidarity.

Thus, the researcher thought believes that peaceful popular resistance had a great role in
enforcing the Palestinian resistance and this agrees with the opinion of Dr. Bilal Al-
Shobaky who said that popular peaceful resistance had a great role in redefining occupation
as illegal. Consequently, popular resistance enhances the national identity and the sense of

belonging for the importance of its existence and its relation to resistance.

Concerning armed resistance, there is no doubt that it has a great role in the formation of
the Palestinian national identity, but it is limited to specific classes. Also, it didn’t achieve
its goals unlike peaceful resistance. Consequently, Palestinians are proud of their armed
resistance, but this is not enough to enhance their sense of belonging and identity because it
is not part of their life since it is restricted to specific classes upon whom the tasks of

liberating Palestine fall.

4.5.2. Question Two:

“How can you evaluate the reality of the Palestinian peaceful popular resistance?
Can we consider the stand of the Palestinian leadership from peaceful popular

resistance as part of its national strategy? Why?
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- Does the Palestinian leadership choose the peaceful poplar resistance as the last action
considering the blockade of other options or did it find it the most suitable option for
the Palestinian cause? Why?

- Do weekly events in some Palestinians cities and villages reach the level of becoming a
national strategy for peaceful popular resistance, or they are just random movements?

- What is the future of these movements considering the internal and regional
transformations in the region?

- Why weren’t the successful experiences of popular resistance at Bab Al-Shams village
and Al-khan Al-Ahmar taken in consideration when developing a national strategy for
the Palestinian popular resistance?

The evaluation of the reality of the Palestinian national resistance and the possibility of

considering the stand of the Palestinian leadership from popular peaceful resistance as part

of the Palestinian national resistance as well as the weekly events and the achievements of

those movements are the main topics of the second question.

All the interviewees that there is no such national strategy for popular resistance confirming
the studies of previous studies except Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad the representative of Fatah and
the PLO who confirmed its existence but it wasn’t published until now. Palestinian political
parties agreed that here isn’t any strategy for political national popular resistance that

unless adopted, the future of the popular resistance is lost.

At the same time, Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad said that the adoption of popular resistance was
not a strategic option, but a reaction to the failure of negotiations which was agreed by Mr.

Suhail Al-Salman and Dr. Mohammad Al-Aboushi who said it was as a result of lack of
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faith in the leadership. Consequently, it wasn’t an option for ending the Israeli occupation,
but this is the mistake of the PA when it relinquished its role in protecting the Palestinian
identity. Mrs. Majida Al-Masri considered that popular resistance is the best choice with a

heavily armed enemy.

Concerning the reality of the popular resistance in Palestine today and the future of the
weekly movements, the Palestinian political parties had similar opinions in the idea and
content. The representative of the Palestinian Initiative Mohammad Al-Aboushi thought
that popular resistance is still managed factionally in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Besides, they have been organized for a long time with great achievements on the ground.
However, some of its practices were practiced bureaucratically.  Still, the PFLP
representative Suhail Al-Salman considered that the reality of the popular resistance in
Palestine is seasonal and easily adapted by the occupation that Mr. Salman proposed a
solution to get out of this reality which is adopting a comprehensive strategy and the

formation of a unified leadership for it.

However, Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad saw that these events are good but not enough because
popular resistance was adopted when negotiations failed and the incompatibility of the

Palestinian arsenal.

Academically, all academics agreed on the absence of a unified national strategy of the
Palestinian popular resistance as they agreed on using popular resistance was due to an
urgent plan to escape from their reality. In addition, they agreed that the reality of those

movements is seasonal because it is limited in specific areas. However, Dr. Mazen Qamsia
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saw that the reality of the popular resistance doesn’t contribute in enhancing the national

identity regarding the regression of such resistance in Palestine.

Furthermore, Dr. Omar Rahal indicated the horizon of the Palestinian popular resistance
never existed because the Palestinian leadership is not serious about adopting popular
resistance or even armed resistance. He also thinks that any decisions about popular
resistance won’t work if they are related to official decisions and interests with the Israeli
interests. This agreed with Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub who said that the structure of the PA

cannot include resistance and cannot lead to popular resistance or non-popular resistance.

Governmentally speaking, Dr. Laila Ghanam indicated that the option of popular resistance
is the choice of the Palestinian leadership which is the best regionally and globally. She
also indicated the necessity of putting it in a clear national and political strategy. However,
Mr. Ghaith Adnan stated that the best strategic choice for the Palestinian factions is popular
resistance which is confirmed in the meeting of the Palestinian factions in 2020. In that
meeting, the secretary generals of the Palestinian factions confirmed that weekly events are

organized and successful models for popular resistance.

Also, Palestinian popular resistance activists along with academics and governmental
officials confirmed the absence of a national unified strategy as well as leadership. Also,
the Palestinian leadership employed popular resistance due to the failure of negotiations

and because it is the best choice to gain international solidarity.

Concerning the reality of the popular resistance in Palestine and the weekly events, popular

resistance activists agreed that they are seasonal and disorganized. In other words, popular
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resistance means the participation of all factions in the strategic plan. However, the
Palestinian leadership — according to Mr. Mahmud Nawaja- adopted the decision, but Mr.

Nabil reflected the same thing in Gaza.

This way, the researcher agreed that the popular resistance option is an urgent decision for
the PA because of the failure of the negotiations and this indicated the absence of a unified

national strategy and a unified leadership.

Despite the statements of Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad in the interview that there is a national
strategy for the Palestinian popular resistance, but there isn’t any announcement of strategic
plan by the Palestinian leadership. Also, the decision of the meeting of the Palestinian
factions in 2020 September, 2020 to adopt peaceful resistance, but there isn’t any formal
decision or even a draft about a national strategy across Palestine. Consequently, the
researcher believes that the leadership’s adoption of the popular resistance is an emergency
procedure in order to cope with the international treaties and conventions signed with

Israel.

Concerning the reality of the weekly events and the movements of popular resistance in
Palestine, the researcher agreed with the opinions of the interviewees in considering them
seasonal and easily adapted by the Israelis. Consequently, they are not up to a strategic plan
despite the success stories of such movements. Unfortunately, they are not continuous and
fade away easily unless the success stories of Bab Al-Shams village and Al-Khan Al-

Ahmar experiences are taken in consideration in a comprehensive strategy.
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Also, these movements are not enough for a full-scale popular movement. Most of the
Palestinian political factions called for them, but their participation was limited which
created a crack in the Palestinian national identity. As a result, the researcher saw that the
Palestinian leadership should take the recommendations of the secretary generals of the

previously mentioned Palestinian factions’ meeting final statement.

4.5.3. The Third Question:

“In light of your previous stand, how do you see the point of peaceful resistance in
achieving its goals? Why?
The politicians, governmental officials, academics, and activists saw that there was no point
from popular peaceful resistance and achieving its goals. Factionally speaking, Dr.
Mohammed Al-Aboushi supported his lack of faith in popular resistance by mentioning
international experiences such as the Indian and South African ones. He added that military
actions are a way of empowering the peaceful resistance not vice versa.
However, Mr. Suhail Al-Salman considered that there is a point in peaceful resistance only
if there is space for other ways of resistance and the participation of all Palestinians. Also, it
should be part of a national unified strategy based on the awareness of the Palestinians
rights.
Academically speaking, Mr. Al-Salman, Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub and Dr. Omar Rahal saw that
peaceful resistance can achieve its goals more effectively than armed resistance if there is a
unified strategy and a good leadership. Dr. Omar Rahal and Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaky added
that the deconstruction of the concepts of peaceful resistance away from the classic form is

necessary for achieving the goals of peaceful resistance. Similarly, Dr. Laila Ghanam
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agreed with the academics and politicians that nothing can be achieved unless the popular
forces, institutions and syndicates cooperate in achieving the goals of popular resistance.
Other popular resistance activists agreed with the others about the importance of having a
unified program for national strategic work under a unified leadership. Mr. Nabil Nawaja
assured the possibility of achieving the goals of peaceful resistance if we looked back to the
successes of popular resistance.

Consequently, they agreed that peaceful resistance can achieve its goals despite some of
them didn’t answer it. However, most of them answered it assuring the ability of popular
resistance in achieving its goals if conditions met.

According to the global experiences of popular peaceful resistance from previous studies
and interviews, the researcher saw that peaceful resistance can achieve its goals if there was
a comprehensive national plan for all the Palestinians who can contribute according to their
potentials. In addition, a unified political and national leadership should be formed and it
should be able to gather Palestinians under one umbrella as well activating the role of

popular forces and syndicates in order to achieve independence.

4.5.4. The Fourth Question:

“After experiencing the peaceful popular resistance in 2000, how do you see the
relationship between this form of resistance and the Palestinians’ sensation of their
national identity? Did it contribute in fostering the sensation of their Palestinian

national identity or weakened it? Why?
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Based on the themes of the analysis of the themes of the fourth question, there weren’t
many themes to answer this question at all factional and political levels. Academically,
Dr. Khalid Al-Hroub thought that the first intifada enhanced the Palestinian national
identity unlike the second intifada- according to Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaky- which moved
from peaceful to armed resistance after 2000. Then, popular resistance moved forward
despite it was a humble experience which wasn’t adopted in a strategic plan.
Concerning the activists of the Palestinian popular resistance, they didn’t determine the
date of their popular resistance that Mr. Morad Shtewi said that all forms of popular
resistance enhance the Palestinian identity. Similarly, Mr. Al-Khawaja said that it
enhanced the unity of the Palestinians and their identity. Governmentally speaking, Dr.
Laila Ghanam saw that this form of peaceful resistance especially after 2000
contributed positively in enhancing the Palestinian national identity allowing many
Palestinians to get into national actions paving the way to the emergence of the BDS.
The researcher believes that the popular peaceful experience after 2000 was military per
se after months of having a peaceful nature, so not many Palestinians participated in it.
Also, no strategic plans were put based on it even though the popular resistance forces

were creative in their resistant methods such as boycotting the Israeli products.

4.5.5. The Fifth Question:
“Why didn’t the popular resistance since 2000 until now achieve any diplomatic and
political infiltrations at the international level compared to the achievements of the first

intifada in 1987.
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The academics and politicians agreed that popular peaceful resistance since 2000 until now
hasn’t achieved any international or political initiation compared to the achievements of the
first intifada in 1987. Furthermore, the officials of the political parties agreed on the fact
that the second intifada was in the military actions phase. Dr. Al-Aboushi considered that
the political practice of the Palestinian leadership and depending on the external funding
were the main reasons for not achieving any international and political achievements in the
second intifada.

Also, Mr. Suhail added that the absence of a unified national leadership in the second
intifada, the weakness of the PLO in the representation of Palestine as well as the lack of
trust in the political leaderships had the greatest impact in not achieving international or
political gains.

Academically speaking, Dr. Khalid Hroub indicated that the main reason for not achieving
any international and political gains is the crisis of leadership, the loss of the leadership
after Oslo as well as the privatization of politics in Ramallah and the monopoly and
privatization of resistance in Gaza. Consequently, Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank
were marginalized, so resistance failed because it cannot succeed without them.
Consequently, Dr. Hroub and Dr. Ayyad as well as Dr. Rahal agreed that the military
nature of the second intifada was the reasons for not achieving any political gains. Other
reasons were presented by Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaky that he said that the inability of the
Palestinian official institution of presenting a diplomatic international level equal to the
Israeli one as well as their inability to present a complete popular resistance model. Also,

Dr. Sari added that other reason is the marginalization of the masses. Furthermore, Dr.
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Qamsia added that the superiority of the Israeli forces is a major cause of this especially
after 2000.

Concerning the peaceful popular resistance activists, they said that there are many gains,
but they didn’t mention any of them that they supported the politicians and academics in
not achieving any international and diplomatic gains. Also, Mr. Diab saw that the diversity
of the political discourse is the main reason for not achieving political gains. Similarly, Mr.
Hanash said that it is because of the lack of organization of popular resistance.

Likewise, Mr. Al-Khawaja concluded that not expanding the forms of popular resistance,
political disagreements, the lack of the participation of the leadership in popular resistance,
not taking practical political decisions in facing the occupation were influential in not
gaining international gains.

Governmentally speaking, only Dr. Laila Ghanam considered that the popular peaceful
resistance after 2000 achieved great achievements including the recognition of the
membership of Palestine in the UN as a non-observer state as well as joining the Interpol,
UNESCO, the International Criminal Court as well as the BDS internationally,
economically, and academically.

The researcher believes that the popular peaceful resistance since 200 until now hasn’t
achieved anything compared to the first intifada in 1987 because it was done by
implementing many forms of resistance such as civil disobedience, strikes, peaceful
marches while the second used peaceful methods at the beginning and then turned to armed
resistance by preparing their military wings and attack Israeli cities and villages as well as

busses leaving hundreds of casualties. In return, the Palestinians lost their international
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solidarity, the destruction of Palestinian houses, attacking formal institutions as well as the
assassination of Palestinian leaders.

The world considered the Israeli procedures as an act of self-defense including the
separation wall which led to the confiscation of thousands of donums and putting
roadblocks between cities. Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaky said that the inability of the Palestinian

official institutions led them to ignore popular resistance for the lack of strategic plan for it.

4.5.6. The Sixth Question:

“How can we empower the Palestinian national identity?”

Factionally speaking, Mrs. Majida Al-Masri saw that enhancing the Palestinian identity
comes from enhancing the Palestinian narrative and linking the political stand with the field
unity. Also, denying the existence of Israel enhances the Palestinian identity. Dr. Al-
Aboushi focused on putting the higher interests forward above any individual, factional or
organizational interests. Also, giving models of national leaderships is essential that Mr.
Azzam Al-Ahmad said that it is imperative to expand the circle of popular resistance in
order to enhance the Palestinian national identity.

Academically speaking, Dr. Khaled Al-Hroub said that enhancing the Palestinian national
identity comes from pumping new blood in the PLO and electing real PNC. However, Dr.
Saed Ayyad saw that enhancing it comes from a new political and factional vision in which
it includes ending the Palestinian division and putting the Palestinian political house in

order.
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Also, Dr. Al-Shobaky said that it is done by enhancing the Palestinian narrative, preserving
the Palestinian heritage, designing a program for popular resistance as well as contributing
in supporting the perseverance of the Palestinians in 1948 land.

Dr. Sari indicated that fostering the Palestinian identity can be by holding tight to the
cultural and narrative identity while Dr. Qamsia saw that it is essential to raise children on
citizenship since young age. Still, Dr. Omar Rahal said that it is done by ending the crisis of
the political system by ending the Palestinian division, peaceful transition of power,
elections, establishing a democratic political system without any discrimination based on
religion, race or gender and law independence. Dr. Rahal added that it should be done by
increasing the participation of women, the young, researchers and civil community in the
affairs of the Palestinian state in order to achieve social justice.

Governmentally speaking, Dr. Laila Ghanam agreed with Dr. Rahal in increasing the
participation of people in decision making through political, syndicate and social work
while Mr. Adnan focused on the necessity of achieving the national unity and ending the
Palestinian division in order to enhance the Palestinian identity.

Concerning the activists of the popular resistance, Mr. Khawaja said that enhancing the
Palestinian national identity can be done by the leadership pf activists of the state of unity
and adopting a unified strategy uniting people on one cause. Also, Mr. Hanash, Mr. Diab
and Mr. Nawaja saw that enhancing the Palestinian national identity through political and
diplomatic resistance a well as standing against normalization with the Israelis. Also, they

agreed on publicizing the idea of popular resistance.
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The researcher agrees with the interviewees about the ways of supporting the national
identities assuring that the perseverance of the Palestinians is by supporting him and giving
him part in decision making in order to feel that he is part of this country.

Also, it is imperative to form a united national leadership from which comes a unified
strategy with the participation of all the classes of the Palestinians as well as resolving all
their disagreements and join their forces together.

The researcher assures that the actual practice of popular resistance on the ground confirms
the hypothesis that states that there is a dialectic relationship between popular resistance
and the Palestinian national identity. Looking back at what happened in Jerusalem at Bab
Al-Amoud and displacing Palestinians by force at Salawan and Shekh Jarah indicated that
the Palestinians’ emotional maturity reached its peak. Other areas in which there were
popular resistances are Sheh Mountain in Beta in South East Nablus against building
settlements on its lands that all Palestinians there were unified to express their refusal for
such act.

Also, the researcher saw that the analytical stands of the academics were strong with
evidence while politicians were confused. At the same time, the factions and activists were
partially biased to the popular resistance due to their status.

At the end of this summary, the researcher thinks that this issue is very important, so it
needs more researches with more depth and influential studies affecting the lives of the
Palestinians.

According to the themes of the analysis of the sixth question concerning the ways of
strengthening the Palestinian national identity, the researcher believes that what was

mentioned by the activists of the peaceful popular resistance is important for strengthening
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the Palestinian national identity. In other words, it forms the unified national leadership
from which a unified national popular strategy is formed including all the Palestinian
factions.

Also, it is imperative to strengthen the Palestinian national identity by resolving political
disagreements as well as joining the Palestinian forces in order to fortify the internal
structure of the Palestinian society by ending the Palestinian division. This is done in order
to strengthen the resistance of the Palestinians and organize a popular movement for

fighting all kinds of normalizations and strengthening the Palestinian national identity.

Comprehensive Analytical Summary

Peace is a tool of power and a strategy of liberation as well as a means of life survival
representing a state of rebellion against injustice and oppression. Peaceful resistance is seen
in many societies as a form of weakness, lack of determination, inability to confront and as
a form of submission. However, the peaceful resistance has achieved its goals reflected on

achieving what the peoples aspire to from their right to self-determination.

The success of the "Salt March" led by Mahatma Gandhi in India proved the victory of the
principle of pacifism in the resistance, as the protesters stormed the salt stores guarded by
the Indian forces backed by British power in order to break the ability of the local
authorities to control the fate of the people despite knowing that they might face backlash

from British/Indian forces.
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This study presented the peaceful pattern of the Palestinian popular resistance under the
title of the peaceful popular resistance. As the resistance practiced by the Palestinian people
on a daily basis is diverse and different, it dealt with the discussions that revolve around the
peaceful popular resistance that the Palestinian people also practice at different levels. The
theoretical framework and previous studies dealt with the controversy of the conflict and
the most important stations of resistance in Palestine in general, and the peaceful popular
resistance in particular. This is because it became clear to us that the various and different
methods of peaceful resistance have been practiced for a long time, and achieved great

victories related to the resistance against the Israeli occupation.

It linked the role of peaceful popular resistance to the Palestinian national identity, as the
study tool proved the existence of a reciprocal (dialectical) relationship between the
resistance and the Palestinian national identity, where the resistance affects the national
identity, and the national identity affects the resistance, and that resistance has a positive

impact on the national Palestinian identity.

This relationship between the resistance and the national identity is not a direct one since
resistance is not a founding element of the identity. Rather, it is a crystallizing element of
this identity and protecting the other remaining elements of the Palestinian identity. As the
impact of resistance on identity is not related to the form of resistance, whether it is
peaceful or armed, but rather to its effectiveness in the conscience of the masses, as passing
through the various stations of the Palestinian resistance. Furthermore, it is also seen that
the armed resistance had a major role in creating and framing the Palestinian national

identity.
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The differentiation of the Palestinian national identity preceded the emergence of the
Palestinian struggle and its effectiveness, which contributed more to the strengthening of
this identity. The state of the struggle of the Palestinians resistance gave them new
characteristics that they would not have acquired without this case since Palestinians are
associated with the resistance and its symbols. Thus, resistance is considered to be the
formative process in the structure of the Palestinian identity, and the effectiveness of the
resistance is the measuring tool, whether it is armed or peaceful. It is the one which gave
legitimacy to the movements and leaders, and this is the secret of the success achieved by
the Fatah movement previously, as described by Dr. Khaled Al-Hroub. Identities
crystallized in the form of conflict with the other, this is what was referred to in the
theoretical framework when studying the transformations in the Palestinian national
identity, and Dr. Kayed Shreim's study on "The Palestinian National Identity: Controversy

of Reality and the Predicament of Discourse".

The dialectical (reciprocal) relationship between the peaceful popular resistance and the
Palestinian national identity is a relationship of influence and the influenced in both
directions, not a causal or mechanical relationship, so that the national identity affects the
course of the resistance and its development at the same time that the resistance affects the
process of that identity. Thus, the option of peaceful popular resistance is the best and finest
option in resisting the occupation, and it is this type of resistance that has attracted the
whole world and mobilized international public opinion in solidarity with the Palestinian
people and put pressure on Israel to stop the violations that are being practiced against the

Palestinian people.
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It is the peaceful popular resistance that has strengthened the Palestinian national identity. It
Is an elegant expression of the character of the resistance that has been associated with the
name of the Palestinian people globally creating the spirit in defending rights, people's
unity, identity, and adherence to the land. The Palestinian national identity has also
strengthened the steadfastness of the Palestinian people inside the occupied territories
through Palestinian writers, poets and intellectuals contributed to preserving the national

identity and consecrating it in the face of the occupation’s attempts to obliterate it.

Basically, the Palestinian people inside the occupied interior succeeded in holding elections
for local councils, which became a model for peaceful popular resistance inside the

Palestinian territories.

It is also the practical model for the Palestinian resistance against the occupation today, and
it is the model that gives the Palestinians international solidarity and continuity for a longer
time and a broader and deeper extension of the participation of the Palestinian people in
this type of resistance. In other words, each person chooses the method by which he resists
according to his capabilities and capabilities. Thus, he feels that he is part of this national
struggle that aims for freedom and independence, which increases and enhances his feeling

and its connection to the national identity.

Thus, the researcher believes that the peaceful popular resistance has a major role in
strengthening the Palestinian national identity. The researcher here agrees with the opinion

of Dr. Bilal Al-Shobaki, who believes that the role of the peaceful popular resistance is to
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redefine the occupation as it should be known and that its mere illegal existence is the

problem and not how it exists, whether it is carrying a weapon or a musical instrument.

Consequently, the peaceful popular resistance enhances the national identity of the
Palestinian people, and deepens their affiliation to their cause and homeland, due to the fact
that every Palestinian feels the importance of his existence and what he presents to the
cause, and what this type of resistance has achieved in the succession of events for the

Palestinian cause.

Despite the dialectical (reciprocal) relationship between peaceful popular resistance and the
development of the Palestinian national identity, there is a different reality of the peaceful
popular resistance in Palestine today and the weekly events taking place in some

Palestinian villages and cities.

As there is no national strategy for peaceful popular resistance, this is confirmed by all the
previous studies that this study touched on, about the Palestinian resistance, as well as all
those interviewed, with the exception of Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad, the representative of Fatah
and the Palestine Liberation Organization during his interview, who stated the existence of

this strategy National, which has not appeared to the public until now.

Consequently, the absence of a national action strategy for the Palestinian popular
resistance in general and the peaceful pattern of it in particular, makes the management of
this resistance to end the occupation a factional and factional administration, as the weekly

events on the ground today are seasonal, unorganized, and confined to specific places.
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Therefore, the occupation has come to expect and anticipate its results. Popular resistance
means the participation of all segments of the Palestinian people and the exercise of all
forms of resistance under a unified national strategic plan. This is confirmed by Dr. Mazen
Qumsiyeh, who believes that the reality of the peaceful popular resistance in Palestine
today does not contribute to strengthening the national identity, but rather the identity is in

a state of decline due to the reality of this resistance.

Peaceful popular resistance movements in Palestine were for a long-time organized
movements and achieved successes and achievements on the ground. However, some of
these national movements and activities took an official and bureaucratic dimension, and
began to practice the method of domination over the process of work on the ground, which

affected the effectiveness of these movements and peaceful popular resistance.

The researcher believes that there is a future for these movements and peaceful popular
resistance if they are adopted and a comprehensive national strategy is developed related to
political, diplomatic, and popular action. Furthermore, this is done through the formation of
a unified leadership that takes upon itself the development of popular resistance throughout
the country, and a popular uprising in which all Palestinians participate in their various

positions and orientations at home and abroad.

As for the reality of the weekly events and the movements and reality of the popular
resistance in Palestine, the researcher believes that the weekly events are seasonal events
and are reactions to some violations practiced by the Israeli occupation army, and therefore

do not rise to the level of a unified national action strategy, because these movements.
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Despite the victories they have achieved, they are irregular movements that do not depend
on a clear strategy and specific goals, and these movements and the achievements they
achieve are part of successful experiences. However, these successful experiences were
within specific areas and achieved limited successes that are not continuous, and not
extended to other areas of Palestine. Thus, these movements disappear with the demise of

the event without continuity or extension to other areas.

The Palestinian political parties called for popular resistance in their political programs and
bylaws, but the participation of these organizations, parties, and factions in the weekly
events in some villages and cities is very limited and for specific factions and not others.
This creates a state of distortion of the Palestinian national identity in the hearts of those

who do not belong to this category.

Therefore, the researcher believes that the Palestinian leadership should move forward with
what was recommended by the meeting of secretaries-general of adopting peaceful popular
resistance and forming a unified leadership to develop a comprehensive national strategic

plan specific to a specific time to achieve its goals of liberation and independence.

The researcher looks at the decision of the Palestinian leadership to adopt the peaceful
popular resistance, which is nothing but a forced asylum and an escape from the fait
accompli, in light of the obstruction in other options. The most important one is the option
of negotiations due to the lack of practical steps towards the decision to adopt peaceful
popular resistance and the absence of a unified national strategy for all Palestinians and the

leadership of a unified national action. This was confirmed by Mr. Azzam Al-Ahmad, who
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stated that adopting the peaceful popular resistance was not a strategic choice as much as it

was a reaction to the failure of the negotiation option!

The only option for the Palestinian leadership when the negotiation option was blocked due
to the lack of equality in the armed resistance, which shows an indirect contradiction in the
Palestinian leadership’s decision to adopt the peaceful popular resistance. As Al-Ahmad’s
statement about the existence of a unified national action strategy:” is it because of the
unequal balance of power in terms of Military or because of the blockage in the negotiation

option?”

The position of the Palestinian leadership on the popular and peaceful resistance cannot be
considered part of a national strategy, and this was reinforced by the opinion of Dr.
Muhammad Al-Abboushi. Furthermore, he saw that the decision of the Palestinian
leadership and the Palestinian factions to adopt the popular peaceful resistance did not
crystallize as an option to actually end the occupation. The mistake was made by the
Palestinian National Authority when it relinquished the role of the Palestine Liberation
Organization as a protector and preserver of the Palestinian national identity in favor of the

Authority.

The researcher does not see realistic prospects for peaceful popular resistance in Palestine
in the future, as until this moment no official statement has been issued about the unified
national strategy and no practical plans have been announced towards activating the

peaceful popular resistance through the Palestinian leadership.
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It is also worth noting that since the meeting of the secretaries-general of the Palestinian
factions in September 2020 and the issuance of the meeting’s statement adopting the
peaceful popular resistance from the leadership and all the Palestinian factions, practical
steps towards activating the peaceful popular resistance, mobilizing the Palestinian people,

and involving all its spectrums and institutions have not been implemented until now.

Any official decision or draft is issued about a unified national action strategy for peaceful
popular resistance throughout the country. Therefore, the researcher confirms that the
decision to adopt popular resistance by the Palestinian leadership is only to comply with
international conditions and international treaties and agreements signed with Israel. This is
confirmed by Dr. Omar Rahal, who believes that the Palestinian leadership is not interested
in peaceful, popular, or armed resistance at all, that any decisions of peaceful popular
resistance will not succeed if they are linked to official decisions and interests with the
occupation. This is what Dr. Khaled Al-Hroub agrees with, who stated that the structure of
the Palestinian Authority cannot be a resistance structure, nor can it lead a popular

resistance or an unpopular resistance.

Peaceful resistance can achieve its goals. According to global experiences in modern
history and previous studies that were reviewed during this study, and the opinions of those
interviewed. It is concluded that the peaceful resistance can achieve its goals if a unified
and comprehensive national strategic plan is drawn up for all segments of the Palestinian
people, with specific goals and in which each person participates according to his

capabilities and capabilities, and thus achieving these goals.
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Consequently, it is a wide space that opens the way for all forms of resistance and with the
participation of all people in the struggle that the peaceful popular resistance is part of a
national strategy of struggle and struggle. It also unites the core and is based on awareness
of our rights and our belief in the justice of our cause and our belief in the message that we

carry.

Peaceful resistance achieves its goals and more effectively than the armed resistance has
not achieved. In other words, a unified national struggle political leadership should be
formed to mobilize the Palestinian community under the framework of a unified national
action plan. Thus, this ensures the participation and activation of the peaceful resistance of
all the Palestinian people, including popular and national forces, institutions and unions ,
each in his position according to his abilities and capabilities in order to achieve freedom
and independence, by rebuilding the concepts of peaceful popular resistance based on its
traditional patterns liberating it from the leadership’s use of it and from spontaneity and

individualism, as the peaceful popular resistance.

The theory will definitely achieve its goals and have great achievements. Dr. Bilal Al-
Shobaki believes that peaceful popular resistance, as presented now, does not achieve its
goals. Peaceful popular resistance is a resistance that transcends all the classic images that

we are experiencing now in the form of marches and sit-ins.

The experience of the popular resistance after the year 2000, is an experience that took on
an armed militaristic character several months after the start of the Al-Agsa Intifada, with a

popular, peaceful character in 2000. Thus, peaceful resistance at this stage was confined to
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a specific category of the Palestinian people and in certain areas, and not everyone was
involved, and it was not implemented. Adopting or building on it to develop a unified
national strategic plan with clear objectives. Moreover, the Palestinian resistance in all its
various stages invented different means and methods in the peaceful popular resistance,

such as the boycott of Israeli products.

It was not a new form that appeared after the year 2000. Rather, it is a call to revive the
previous calls for boycotting Israeli products, specifically settlement products in the first
place, which is what the researcher disagrees with the government opinion in By Dr. Laila
Ghannam, who considered that boycotting Israeli products was a new form of resistance
after the year 2000. Thus, the researcher believes that boycotting Israeli products is an
approach by which the Palestinian people defend their rights, existence, and self-

determination.

The experience of popular resistance after the year 2000 differs from the first Palestinian
national identity that during the second intifada, resistance style turned from the model of
peaceful popular resistance to the model of military resistance. Therefore, Palestinians
began to retreat and did not take progress in the context of popular peaceful resistance,
which is a very modest experience, has not been adopted and planned by a national strategy

for all Palestinians.

Peaceful popular resistance since 2000 until this moment has not achieved any international
and political gains or even breakthroughs that can be built upon at the international level

compared to what the first intifada achieved in 1987 in which the people participated.
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The Palestinians practiced it following many different forms of peaceful popular resistance
from civil disobedience to strikes, protests and peaceful marches, as this uprising put the
Palestinian cause the focus of attention and attention of international public opinion. As for
the second intifada (the Al-Agsa Intifada), it began using various means of peaceful popular
resistance, and after several months of peaceful popular resistance, armed military action

was adopted to respond to Israeli violations.

The inability of the official Palestinian institution to adopt the peaceful popular resistance
in the Al-Agsa Intifada, and to organize it through a national strategy and a unified
leadership, in which the Palestinian people participate at home and abroad. In addition, the
Palestine Liberation Organization suffers from weak representation of the Palestinian
people, and the lack of a unified political discourse, after the Oslo Agreement and the
dispersal of the compass, and the shaking of the Palestinian people's confidence in political
leaders. This led to the loss of the compass in the Palestinian national identity, and thus the
absence of resistance. One of the reasons that prevented any international or diplomatic
gains for the Palestinian cause. The official Palestinian institution has also failed to present
an international diplomatic level that is opposed to the Zionist narrative, and the inability to
present an integrated model of popular resistance is the main reason for the failure to

achieve diplomatic and political gains at the international level.

Thus, the renewal of the Palestinian political and parties’ vision for Palestinians came as a
step to support the steadfastness of the Palestinian citizen, develop the social and economic
behavior of the Palestinian citizen into a resistance behavior, and organize peaceful popular

campaigns to combat normalization in its various forms. Adhering to the Palestinian
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cultural and narrative identity, reviving the Palestinian narrative and heritage, and popular
mobilization for the national struggle, with the participation of all Palestinians, can

strengthen the Palestinian national identity.

Also, changing the general Palestinian situation means that Palestine is for all Palestinians
by achieving social justice, equal opportunities and credibility between the leadership and
the people to resolve political differences, rebuild the Palestine Liberation Organization,

and elect a Palestinian National Council.

The actual practice on the nowadays confirms the hypothesis of the research that there is a
dialectical (reciprocal) relationship between the peaceful popular resistance and the
Palestinian national identity, given the events that Palestine witnessed recently in Jerusalem
from the confrontations in Bab al-Amud, forced displacement in the Silwan and Sheikh

Jarrah area, what followed from the events, and the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip.

There, the feeling of a comprehensive Palestinian national identity for all Palestinians at
home and abroad and in all places of his presence reached its climax. In addition to the
popular resistance in Jabal Sabih in Beita, southeast of Nablus, against settlement building
and land seizure where the peaceful popular resistance united all Palestinians under the

banner of the Palestinian national identity.

The international boycott experience in the cultural, educational, and political fields
adopted by the boycott, divestment and sanctions movement is considered one of the
unique experiences that must be taken by the political and partisan factions in Palestine.

During the past years, the movement succeeded peacefully in persuading hundreds of
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actors, commercial companies, and artists to boycott the Israeli propaganda that it uses in

order to obtain support from the world.

The peaceful Palestinian movements succeeded in persuading the United Nations to issue a
list called the “List of Shame” for commercial companies dealing with illegal Israeli
settlements. Dozens of prominent companies were added to this list, and this was the result
of continuous work by Palestinian organizations and movements within the context of the

peaceful popular resistance.

The decision of the occupation to classify some peaceful human rights organizations that
work within a national approach and use the available peaceful tools in order to expose
human rights violations at home and abroad. Furthermore, they were classified under the
list of terrorism, and this decision confirms that the peaceful popular resistance leads to its
goals and makes the occupation flounder in its decisions especially after the international

solidarity that these human rights organizations obtained from the world.

At the end of this summary, the researcher believes that there is great importance to the
issue of peaceful popular resistance and the Palestinian national identity, therefore it needs
continuous, deeper, and comprehensive research because of its importance and its

continuing impact on the life and future of the Palestinian people.
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Chapter Five: Results and Recommendations
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5.1. Results:

The most important results of this study can be summarized in the following:

1. The existence of dialectic relationship between all forms of resistance and the
Palestinian national identity which can be the influenced and the influencer
relationship not a causative one because national identity influences the path of
resistance and vice versa.

2. The resistance contributed in the formation of the Palestinian national identity which
was distinguished in its efficiency on identity that the Palestinian struggle of the
Palestinian resistance gave them new characteristics.

3. The option of peaceful popular resistance is the best option for the Palestinians because
it gained Palestine international solidarity which allowed the West to practice pressure
on Israel to stop their violations.

4. Popular resistance is the practical model for the Palestinians against the Israeli
occupation giving the Palestinians international solidarity for a long time that every
person chooses his own potentials of struggling for freedom.

5. It has a great role in fostering the Palestinian national identity and deepening the sense
of belonging to a cause because every Palestinian feels the importance of his presence
and what he can present to this kind of resistance in the following events in the
Palestinian issue as well as the role of the peaceful popular resistance in redefining the
Israeli occupation as being illegal.

6. It is undeniable that armed resistance is important in the formation of the Palestinian

identity, but it is limited to a few people and didn’t achieve its aims as in the peaceful
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popular resistance. Consequently, the Palestinians a re proud of their armed resistance,
but this is not enough to enhance his belonging.

The option of peaceful resistance was implemented by the Palestinian leadership due to
the failure of their negotiations with the Israelis as well as to cope with the stipulations
of the international treaties and agreements signed with Israel. The proof on that is that
there aren’t any steps for the adoption of popular peaceful resistance and the lack of
coordinated strategy.

The weekly events are seasonal and reactions against some of the Israeli violations
which are adaptable by them, so they are not up to a national strategy because they are
disorganized and would fade away once events are gone. Their successes don’t include
all the areas in Palestine.

The Palestinian leadership didn’t exert any efforts to pay attention to the success of the
popular resistance movement in Bab Al-Shams village and Al-Khan Al-Ahmar to be
the cornerstone of the national unified strategy including all the factions and
Palestinians, so they are not enough for a full-scale popular movement.

Peaceful resistance can’t achieve its goals unless there is a unified strategic plan
including all the Palestinians met on specific goals and participating according to their
potentials.

The experience of the popular resistance after 2000 is a military one per se because it
changed from peaceful to armed resistance and was restricted to specific Palestinians,
so not all Palestinians participated in it and wasn’t adopted in any strategic plan.

The popular resistance of the first intifada 1987 was different from the second intifada

in 2000. The first intifada achieved international gains because all the Palestinians
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participated in it. Secondly, several forms of peaceful resistance were performed such
as civil disobedience, protests, peaceful marches. However, the second intifada was
military per se that it was limited to specific people and not many Palestinians
participated in it. Also, the Palestinians lost their international solidarity because of
considering the Palestinian attacks as attacking innocent people while the Israeli
attacks were considered a self-defense act.

The inability of the official Palestinian institution which didn’t adopt peaceful popular
resistance in the second intifada without the participation of the Palestinians in the
West Bank and in the 1948 land prevented gaining any international gains for the
Palestinian cause.

It is imperative to enhance the perseverance of the Palestinians by allowing them to
participate in decision making as well as making him feel he is part of this nation in
order to enable him to feel his Palestinian national identity.

It is imperative to resolve all the disagreements and achieve the unity of the
Palestinians under one flag. Consequently, in order to support the Palestinian
perseverance economically and socially, there should be campaigns against

normalization as well as it is imperative to revive the Palestinian narrative.
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5.2. Recommendations:

The researcher recommends the following:

Recommendations for the PLO and the Palestinian leadership

v" Urging Palestinians continuously to adopt popular peaceful resistance after the meeting
of secretaries-general in September 2020 by translating it on the ground. This is done
by forming a unified leadership to develop a comprehensive national strategic plan for
all Palestinians, defined by a specific time, to achieve its goals of liberation and
independence.

v Investing in the successes and victories achieved by the peaceful popular resistance
movements in Palestine and by adopting and building on them to be part of the unified
national strategy of peaceful popular resistance.

v Documenting the crimes of the Israeli occupation and its policies in Judaizing the land,
building settlements, racial discrimination, and ethnic cleansing, and submitting them to
international courts.

v" Forming a unified national struggle political leadership, working to mobilize the
Palestinian street under the framework of a unified national action plan that guarantees
the participation and activation of the resistance. Popular Peace should include popular
and national forces, institutions, and unions that each does his duty according to his
ability and capabilities in order to achieve freedom and independence.

v' The establishment of the institutions of the national authority to strengthen the
steadfastness of the Palestinian citizen on his land. This is done by supporting the

survival of Palestinians on their land, assuring their participation in decision-making



133

that determines his fate and giving them the right to determine their the fate. This way,
they feel that they are part of this system and is not far from it and marginalized.

developing the social and economic behavior of the Palestinian citizen into a resistance
behavior, organizing peaceful popular campaigns to combat normalization in its various
forms. Also, the Palestinian narrative and heritage, and popular mobilization for the
national struggle should be with the participation of all Palestinians, which can

strengthen the Palestinian national identity.

Recommendations for Palestinian National and Political Parties

v

Invitation to parties and the national action factions who called in its political programs
and internal systems, to participate widely and actively in the weekly events in the
various Palestinian villages and cities. Also, it is recommended to encourage the
mobilization of those belonging to these parties and factions from all regions, for a
comprehensive popular movement for all segments of the Palestinian people.

Resolving political differences, strengthening class unity and popular solidarity, and
fortifying the Palestinian internal house by ending division and national unity, and

renewing the Palestinian political system.

Recommendations for Palestinian Universities

v

Conducting deeper, and more comprehensive research on the importance of the issue of
resistance in all its forms, specifically the peaceful popular resistance, in the process of
Palestinian national identity and its continuing impact on the life and future of the

Palestinian people at home and abroad.
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v’ Establishing a specialized center in (identity and resistance) research at the Arab

American University.

5.3. Conclusion:

This study discussed the role of the Palestinian popular resistance in the formation of the
Palestinian popular resistance and its development in light of the provided theoretical
framework which contributed in analyzing that role. Furthermore, it was done by learning
from the international similar cases of popular peaceful resistance that the relationship
between resistance and national identity is a two- way relationship. In other words, the
Palestinian national identity affects the course of resistance and its development. At the
same time, resistance affects the formation of the Palestinian national identity which was

distinguished by the struggle history it includes.

This study used previous studies, theoretical and conceptual framework related to the issues
of national identities and resistance considering historical, local, national, and international
experiences especially in the field of popular peaceful resistance. Furthermore, the
transformations of the Palestinian national identity were studied with the dialectics of the

Palestinian resistance and struggle.

In addition to the main stags of popular resistance in the history of the Palestinian cause and
their role in the formation of the Palestinian national identity concluding that peaceful
resistance is the best solution for resisting the occupation. In other words, it is the practical
model which the Palestinians practice every day granting the Palestinians international

solidarity and the required continuity enabling all Palestinians to play their roles according
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to their potentials. This makes them feel that hey belong to the whole situation and

enhances their sense of national identity.

This study recommends the necessity of ending the Palestinian division and solidifying the
internal system of the Palestinian political system by calling all the factions to form a
unified political struggle leadership which gathers all Palestinians under one flag. Also, it is
recommended to enhance the resistance of the Palestinians by allowing them to take part in
decision-taking and be part of this community. Also, it is imperative to revive the
Palestinian narrative in order to feed the Palestinians with it and transfer it to the

Palestinian solidarity movement around the world.
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