Arab American University
Faculty of Graduate Studies

The strategic effects of Israeli colonial settlement and land use on
the environment in Palestine and their relationship to
the economic and social aspects of the Palestinians
under different political scenarios

By
Asma Mohammad ’Isa Mohammad

Supervisor
Dr. Abd Al-Rahman Al-Tamimi

This Thesis was Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of
the Requirements for the Master’s Degree in
Strategic Planning and Fundraising.

June-2022
©Arab American University 2022
All Rights Reserved



Thesis Approval

The strategic effects of Israeli colonial settlements and land use on
the environment in Palestine and their relationship to
the economic and social aspects of the Palestinians
under different political scenarios

By
Asma Mohammad ’Issa Mohammad

This Thesis was defended successfully on August 14,2022, and
approved by:

Committee Members Signature

Dr. Abdulrahman Tamimi/ Supervisor ...l

Dr. Ayman Yousuf/ Internal Examiner: ‘%

Dr. Subhi Samhan/ External Examiner A R



DEDICATION

| dedicate this thesis to the soul of my first and infinite, greatest love, My Father. | hope
you can see me, and | know you do, smiling proudly with that tear in your eyes.

| dedicate this thesis to that strong woman who will always be my ldol, my Great
Mother.

| dedicate this thesis to My Dear Husband, who has been supportive throughout my life,
especially on my most difficult days.

To my beloved Handsome Sons, | hope | never disappoint you, and be a source of pride
for you all.

A special feeling of gratitude to my loving brother, his wife, and sisters, thank you for

your encouragement and for being there for me.

Asma



DECLARATION

| declare that this thesis has been composed solely by myself and that it has not been
submitted, in whole or in part, in any previous application for a degree, except where

states by reference or acknowledgment, that the work presented is entirely my own.

Asma Mohammad Issa Mohammad

9
”~

Signature: il % -
% :

Date: August 14™, 2022



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Fortunately, | am among the few who have had the honor of being a student of the teacher
whom the more you learned from him, the more you wanted, the teacher who taught us
to act morally and honestly above all.

Dr. Abd Al-Rahman Al-Tamimi, thank you for inspiring, supporting, guiding, and
correcting me through my journey of preparing my thesis, 1 will always remember every
single piece of advice, comment, and word you told me, hoping that we will keep the idol
for all those who are looking to real knowledge.

I would like to thank the experts who enriched my thesis and helped me to understand the

real picture of colonial settlement and its effect on peoples’ life.

Asma



ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to determine the strategic effects of the Israeli colonial settlements and
land use on the environment in the Palestinian land, and the relationship of this impact on
the social and economic life of the Palestinians based on different political scenarios. The
most important component of the Palestinian environment damage occurred by land
confiscation, water pollution, environment depletion by wastewater and industrial waste,
construction of bypass roads, and finally Israeli quarries. This study is based on a
comprehensive analytical approach to address significant data and indicators which will
be classified and analyzed by tools of PESTEL and Cross Matrix Analysis to determine
the most probable political future scenario due to Israeli colonial settlement in Palestine,
analyze the influential and affected Political, Economic and Social factors in formulating
the scenarios. The assumption of the most probable scenario was considered, and the
relation of the most influential and affected factors with the impact of colonial settlement
on the environment in Palestine was analyzed. The results concluded, mainly, that Israeli
colonial settlement is not a random process, it has strategic goals summarized as,
controlling all the Palestinian Land and the natural resources, fragmenting the Palestinian
presence, and the abolition possibility of the establishment of a Palestinian state,
transforming the West Bank into a consumer market for Israeli and colonial settlements
goods, forcing the Palestinian to voluntary migration by stealing their lands, polluting
their environment, depleting their natural resources and losing their livelihoods. The
study provided recommendations to policymakers to avoid the dangerous damage to the
Palestinian environment caused by Israeli colonial settlements and land use and prevent
the new generation from the impact of this damage and its impact on their economic and

social lives. Mainly recommendations concentrated on the Integration of popular and
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official efforts to face the colonial settlements within comprehensive plans aimed at
empowering the Palestinian farmers and providing livelihoods so they are not forced to

leave their land.
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CHAPTER I
Introduction to the Study:

1.1 Problem Statement:
The colonial settlements are the single most important factor in shaping life on

the West Bank.!

By the end of 2020, there were 471 Israeli occupation sites and military bases in the West
Bank, including 151 settlements and 26 inhabited outposts that were considered
neighborhoods following established settlements, in addition to 150 settlement outposts,
and 144 classified as other sites (industrial, tourists, service areas and Israeli army bases).
As for the number of settlers in the West Bank, it reached 712,815 settlers by the end of
2020, at a growth rate of almost 3.6%. Attracting Jews from abroad represents more than
a third of the net population growth rate in Israel. 2

The strategic impact of colonial settlements on the Palestinian environment and its impact
on the economic and social of Palestinians in light of the increasing population of
Palestinians and theft of natural resources for the Palestinians, including water,
agricultural lands, and others will be analyzed in this study. Since the political situation
between the Palestinian and Israelis is not clear, the researcher will work to develop
several possible scenarios for the future of the Israeli colonial settlement projects under
the political situation in the region and analyze the strategic impact resulting from each
scenario.

The problem of the study is formulated as follows:

1.2. Significance of the Study

Why this research is important?

1 BETSELEM. (2017, November 11). B’Tselem — The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in
the Occupied Territories. Retrieved from https://www.btselem.org/colonial settlements
2 PCBS, 2022. Forty- Sixth Annual Commemoration of Land Day in Statistical Figures



https://www.btselem.org/settlements

The importance of this research is to investigate the impact of colonial settlement
and land use on the environment and how it affects the economic and social life of
Palestinians according to different political scenarios, which will expose the dangers of
internationally prohibited colonial settlement on aspects of life from an environmental
perspective and expose Israel's attempt to restrict the Palestinians through controlling and
stealing the natural resources and harming the environment.

The research will develop different political scenarios and study the impact of
colonial settlements on the environment which will be useful for policymakers to adopt
strategic decisions and plans for the Palestinian economy and social life to face the fierce
colonial settlement campaigns carried out by successive Israeli governments.

The research will develop a core strategy to deal with the different scenarios.
1.3. Objective of the Study:

Based on the problem above, the objectives of this study are:
Main Objectives:

e Assess the impact of colonial settlement and land use on the environment in Palestine and
the distribution of natural resources and land space with Palestinians.

¢ Develop different scenarios of the next political situation in Palestine.

¢ Analysis of the impact of land uses for the benefit of settlers on the environment from an
economic and social point of view for the Palestinians based on the scenarios that the
researcher will develop.

e The research will include specific guidelines for strategic plans and recommendations to
the policymakers to develop national development plans to empower the economic and

social future of Palestinians to be able to face the Israeli colonial settlements.



Specific Objectives:

Determine colonial settlement and land use impact on environment economically, partially
on:

e Agricultural and industrial production, which represents the backbone of Palestinian
economic life.

e Distribution of Natural and human resources in the light of increasing the Palestinian
population and transferring more settlers to Palestine.

Determine colonial settlement and land use impact on environment socially, partially on

e Transportation between different cities and villages in Palestine.

Determine colonial settlement and land use impact on Solid waste management.

1.4. Research Question(S):

According to different political scenarios, what will be the impact of land use and
colonial settlement on the environment in Palestine, and how does it affect the Palestinian

economic and social life?

1.5. Methods and Field Work:

An analytical inferential qualitative research approach is utilized.
The following steps were followed:

» Data on colonial settlements in Palestine were collected from accredited national and
international sources and were summarized and analyzed.

« Different scenarios about the political situation are developed, and previous developed
literature related were reviewed and taken into consideration.

« Different reports and literature related to the impact of colonial settlement on the
environment were reviewed and analyzed.

 The impact of colonial settlement on the environment was reflected in the economic and



social life of Palestinians based on the scenarios adopted above.

« Scenario impact analysis techniques were conducted.

1.6. Research Instruments:

e Different sources of data about Israeli colonial settlement in the Palestinian Land were
reviewed.

e Individual interviews with a targeted group of experts in the colonial settlement,
economy, urban planning, environment, water, and political situation in Palestine. Those
experts represented the Palestinian Government, Professors from Palestinian and Israeli

Universities, and representatives of public and nongovernmental Palestinian bodies.

eEach individual interview was audio-recorded and documented as a word document by
the researcher then, the results were concentrated and analyzed in Appendix 2: Results of

Experts' Interviews.

¢ A questionnaire of nineteen questions was used with each member of the target group,
mostly, all of them answered all the questions except the questions not related to
their field of profession or the organization he/she represents. Appendix 4. Research
Questioner:
¢ PESTEL technique will be used to analyze the impact of land use on the environment and
its impact on the economic and social life of Palestinians.
e Scenario Impact technique will be used to assess the topic of the research according to

different scenarios
1.7. Study Area and Sample Size.
The population of the Study:

The population for this study will be the Palestinian community in the Occupied

Palestinian Land.



Sample:
The Palestinian community in the lands was occupied in 1967 and confiscated for

colonial settlement.

1.8. Scope and Limitations of the Study:

. Spatial Boundaries: The focus will be on the occupied Palestinian territories in 1967

especially the West Bank, while Gaza and Jerusalem will not be included in this study
because of the specialty of each where the researcher found that the strategic effect of
colonial settlement around Gaza strip and in Jerusalem have different dimensions from

West Bank.

ii. Potential obstacles: The most extensive and accurate studies and researches in the field

of this research were carried out through local and international non-governmental
institutions, while the official Palestinian institution lacks this type of study that helps the

researcher obtain officially documented data and information.

1.9. Study Terminology:

. Strategic Impact: The potential for the risk to have a positive or negative effect on the

organization's strategic goals is called strategic Impact. 3

. Palestinian Territories: Occupied territories by Israel in 1967, including West Bank,

East Jerusalem, and Gaza Strip.

.Israeli Occupation: Israeli’s seizure of remainder of Palestine.

.Israeli Colonial Settlements (Colonies): ““Colonial Settlement’ is the term used to

denote Israeli civilian communities built in territory conquered by lIsrael in the Six Day

War (June 1967). This territory is comprised of the West Bank (including East

% Project Management Institute. (2022). A Guide to the Project Management Body of Knowledge
(PMBOK® Guide) (Sixth ed.). Amazon.



VL.

Vii.

Jerusalem), the Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights, and the Sinai Peninsula. These
neighborhoods have been a major issue in the peace process since 1967 and remain highly
controversial. *

Israeli Outpost: In Israeli law, an outpost (Hebrew: snxn, Ma'ahaz lit. "a handhold™) is
an unauthorized or illegal Israeli colonial settlement within the West Bank, constructed
without the required authorization from the Israeli government in contravention of Israeli
statutes regulating planning and construction. In Israeli law, outposts are distinguished
from colonial settlements authorized by the Israeli government. This distinction between
illegal outposts and "legal™ colonial settlements is not endorsed by international law,
which considers both a violation of the norms, governing belligerent occupations,
applicable to the Israeli-occupied West Bank. °

Land Use: Refers to Israeli Use of Palestinian Land for different goals, building colonial
settlements and outposts, construction of bypass roads and infrastructure needed for
colonial settlements, building separation wall and other separation defenses around
colonial settlements, military areas, agriculture, and pastoral colonial settlements,
quarries and industrial zones, isolation and protection zones around colonial settlements,
landfills and water purification perimeters, oil wells and natural gas pumps, in addition
to the historical and religious places that seized by force to support the Zionist narrative
that claims that this land is the promised land for Jews.

Oslo Agreement:

Oslo Agreement I: The first Palestinian-Israeli agreement by Palestinian President Yasir

Arafat and lIsraeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on September 2013of 1993 in

4 https://israelipalestinian.procon.org/questions/what-are-the-israeli-colonial settlements-in-the-
Palestinian-territories/
5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lsraeli_outpost#cite note-1
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https://israelipalestinian.procon.org/questions/what-are-the-israeli-settlements-in-the-palestinian-territories/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_outpost#cite_note-1

viii.

Washington. The agreement was defined by, among other names, the Oslo | agreement
and the declaration of principles. It paved for secret talks between two delegations from
the Palestinian Liberation Organization PLO and Israel in Oslo. The agreement in
addition to the concerned parties has been signed by the United States and the Federal
Republic of Russia as witnesses.
The main provisions of the agreement are:
Mutual recognition between the Palestinian and Israeli parties.
The Declaration of peace principles provided for a gradual Israeli withdrawal from the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, elected Palestinian Authority formulation with limited
powers, and consideration of outstanding issues is not more than 3 years.
Oslo Agreement I1: It was signed in the Egyptian city of Taba between the Palestinian
and the Israelis on the 28" of September 1995. This agreement was defined as an
agreement of the second phase of Israeli withdrawal from the Palestinian territories. Israel
has pledged to withdraw from six major Arab cities and 400 villages releasing detainees
in Israeli jails at the very beginning of 1996 and giving Palestinian Authority the right to
elect 82 members of the Legislative Councill.

The Taba agreement divided the Palestinian Areas into (a), (b), and (c) to determine
government areas of power and areas under Israeli control. ©
NAKBA: Nakba in Palestine describes a process of ethnic cleansing in which an unarmed
native nation was destroyed and its population displaced systematically to be replaced by
Jewish occupiers from all over the world. The Nakba resulted in the displacement of 800
thousand Palestinians out of the 1.4 million Palestinians who were living in historical

Palestine in 1948 in 1,300 villages and towns. The majority of the displaced Palestinians

& lyad Abd Alrahman, 2019, The Israeli Procedures that hinder the implementation of Development Plans
in Palestinian Territories, thesis submitted for Master degree at AAUP (page 9).



ended up in neighboring Arab countries, in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and other countries
in the world. Furthermore, thousands of Palestinians — who stayed in the land controlled
by the Israeli occupation in 1948 — were driven out of their homes and lands that were
seized.’

iX. NAKSA: As a result of the 1967 Six Day War in which Israel defeated Jordanian forces

and occupied the West Bank, referred to in Arabic as the NAKSA 8

" PCBS, 2021, on the 74th Annual Commemoration of the Palestinian Nakba.
8 Diana Allan, Refugees of the Revolution: Experiences of Palestinian Exile, Stanford, CA: Stanford
University Press, 2014, 328 pp.



CHAPTER Il

Theoretical Frame Work and Literature Review of the Study:
In chapter two main topics will be presented, Theoretical framework and Previous

related studies. To give comprehensive clarification, the chapter will be divided into four
main sections, which are as follows: Concept of Strategic Impact, History of Colonial
settlement, Land Confiscation, and How Does Israeli colonial settlement and Land Use

affect The Palestinian Environment and Life Aspects in Palestine.

2.1. Concept of Strategic Impact:
Definition:
To understand the meaning we’ve to analyze the individual words for what they

imply; (Cambridge.University.Press.&.Assessment, 2021)

Strategic: pertaining to strategy - relating to the way in which an organization, country,
etc. decides what it wants to achieve and plans actions and use of resources over time

to do.
Impact:

Powerful effect that something, especially something new, has on a situation or
person. A significant or strong influence; an effect or the desired consequence/effect, a
strong reaction or outcome to influence; to affect; to have an impact on .. in a collision

or strike.

Simple, when we combine the words it means: “A desired effect or a favorable outcome

of strong planning or strategy to achieve a given goal.”


https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/relate
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According to A Guide to the Project Management Body of Knowledge by Project
Management Institute®:

2.1.1. Strategic Impact Definition:

The potential for the risk to have a positive or negative effect on the
organization's strategic goals is called strategic Impact.
Strategic Impact Explanation:
Different characteristics are associated with project-related risks. A project manager
usually identifies the probability of a risk to occur and its effect on the project, but a few
more risk characteristics are also available to be considered. One of these characteristics
is strategic impact. As the name indicates, strategic impact refers to the level at which a
potential project-related risk affects one or more strategic goals or objectives of the
organization. When a risk affects the strategic objective of the organization, its
probability of occurrence must be reduced so that the position of the organization in the
market is not affected. The more effects of risks on strategic goals lead to high strategic

impact. (Project.Management. Institute, 2022).

2.1.2. Measuring Strategic Impact:

Strategic Impact Assessment (SIA), also known as strategic environmental assessment
(SEA), is the assessment of the wider environmental, social, and economic impacts of
alternative proposals at the beginning of a project. That is, at the decision stage - the
Policy, Planning, or Program (PPP) level. Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is

an organized procedure to assess the environmental impact associated with a program,

® The PMBOK® Guide-Sixth Edition — PMI’s flagship publication has been updated to reflect the latest
good practices in project management. New to the Sixth Edition, each knowledge area will contain a
section entitled Approaches for Agile, Iterative and Adaptive Environments, describing how these
practices integrate in project settings. It will also contain more emphasis on strategic and business
knowledge—including discussion of project management business documents—and information on the
PMI Talent Triangle™ and the essential skills for success in today’s market.


https://amzn.to/2oubBxj
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plan, or policy. It also helps in providing a medium to explore overall impacts and address
them properly along with economic and social aspects at the phase of decision making.
Using SEA, environmental-related issues and challenges are appropriately addressed.
Moreover, it also provides various alternatives and opportunities to mitigate
environmental impediments and support low-carbon sustainable development. It is also
found that SEA helps effectively the strategic level and gives effective management of
interactions and other cumulative impacts than environmental impact assessment. SEA
can be effectively applied in pre the preparation and execution of programs and plans for
the energy sector, industries, transportation, water and waste management, tourism,
forestry, land, fisheries, agriculture, etc. (Stinchcombe, K., & Gibson, R. B. ,, 2001)

The framework of SEA is based on the following phases namely screening, scoping, and
analysis as shown in Figure 1: Explanation Diagram of SEA procedure. Screening is a
kind of examination phase where a program or project is scanned under the legislation of
SEA. In the next phase scoping is related to describing the scope, assumptions, and
boundaries requisite for assessment. This phase also allows recognition of various issues
and their clear descriptions that are to be necessarily discussed in SEA. To perform an
effective SEA study, all views and valuable opinions of all stakeholders can be considered
in this phase. The next phase of analysis is where comprehensive analysis is performed,
which includes documentation of environmental baseline, evaluation; and assessment of
potential environmental impacts, determination of restraints, and opportunities related to
environmental issues. Moreover, a study of various performance indicators along with
identification of the ability of the institutions to address environmental issues is also part
of the analysis phase. Finally, it proceeded to draw conclusions and recommendations;

and make decisions based on the assessment and further monitoring of programs after the
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implementation of SEA results. If there is a need for public interaction in the SEA then it
can be implemented in this phase. SEA is a time-consuming process and it is relatively
new compared to other processes. Due to, this it may face the problem of unavailability
of baseline data, documentation, public interaction, etc. SEA technique also depends on
quantitative data that may not be available for many cases. Moreover, there are many
unavoidable uncertainties and boundary-setting issues associated with SEA. The result of
SEA procedure, principles, or guidelines include recommendations on addressing
environmental or socio-economic impacts provided to the PPP level. (Morten Bidstrup,

Anne Merrild Hansen, 2014)

Screening

(Examination Phase)

Scoping

{Scope, Assumptions and Boundaries)

Analysis
(Environmental Baseline, Imact Assessment)

Figure 1: Explanation Diagram of SEA procedure

Ref: Environmental Science & Policy, 2014, chapter 3: Sustainability assessment:

Metrics and methods*®

10 Reviewed from: https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/strategic-
environmental-assessment



https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/strategic-environmental-assessment
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/strategic-environmental-assessment
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2.2. History of Israeli Colonial Settlement in Palestine:

Overview

Jewish started immigrating from Europe mainly after World War | when the
Ottoman Empire was dismantled and Palestine came under the British mandate. Great
Britain was in favor of establishing a Jewish national homeland in Palestine. In a letter
written in 1917, Lord Balfour expressed this agreement, with the proviso that “... nothing
shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish
communities in Palestine ...”. The Balfour Declaration gave a legal basis for Jewish
immigration, thus encouraging it.
After World War 11, the British handed the issue over to the recently established United
Nations. The result was Resolution 181(l1), a plan to partition Palestine into Independent
Arab and Jewish States and the Special International Regime for the City of Jerusalem.
The Jewish state was to receive around 56% of the land area of Mandate Palestine,
encompassing 82% of the Jewish population, though it would be separated from
Jerusalem.
Independent Arab and Jewish States and the Special International Regime for the City
of Jerusalem, shall come into existence in Palestine two months after the evacuation of
the armed forces of the mandatory Power has been completed but in any case not later
than 1 October 1948.
The NAKBA, also known as the Palestinian Catastrophe, was the destruction of
Palestinian society and homeland in 1948, and the permanent displacement of a majority
of the Palestinian Arabs. The term is also used to describe the ongoing persecution,
displacement, and occupation of the Palestinians, both in the occupied West Bank and

the Gaza Strip, as well as in Palestinian refugee camps throughout the region.
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The foundational events of the NAKBA took place during and shortly after the 1947—
1949 Palestine war, including 78% of Mandatory Palestine being declared as Israel, the
exodus of 700,000 Palestinians, the related depopulation and destruction of over 500
Palestinian villages, and subsequent geographical erasure, the denial of the Palestinian
right of return, the creation of permanent Palestinian refugees and the "shattering of
Palestinian society”.

NAKSA, —the expulsion of Palestinians from the West Bank, eastern Jerusalem, and
Gaza during the 1967 war, it also marks the beginning of Israel's illegal military
occupation of these territories. It is also a demand for respect for human rights and rule
of law, especially the right of refugees and the internally displaced to return and
repossess their homes, lands, and properties.

For most Palestinians, the NAKSA is another stage in a continuing catastrophe with
daily military attacks, house demolitions, land confiscation, expanding Jewish colonies,
broken promises, and make-believe withdrawals from Palestinian territory.

OSLO agreement: After a cycle of negotiations, suspension, mediation, restart of
negotiations, and suspension between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organization
as a representative of the Palestinian people around the world, a pair of agreements were
signed, the Oslo | Accord, signed in Washington, D.C., in 1993;11 and the Oslo 1l
Accord, signed in Taba, Egypt, in 1995.12 The Oslo Accords marked the start of the Oslo
process, a peace process aimed at achieving a peace treaty based on United Nations

Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 3, and at fulfilling the "right of the Palestinian

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_Accords#cite note-dop-1

12 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_Accordstcite_note-2

13 https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/9F5F09A80BB6878B0525672300565063 . Security
Council Official Records 22nd Year. United nations.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_I_Accord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_II_Accord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_II_Accord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taba,_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_treaty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council_Resolution_242
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council_Resolution_242
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council_Resolution_338
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_Accords#cite_note-dop-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_Accords#cite_note-2
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/9F5F09A80BB6878B0525672300565063
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people to self-determination.” According to the Oslo agreement, Oslo Il Accord divided
the West Bank into three types of areas A, B, and C, as shown in Figure 2:Restricting
Space in the OPT Area A Map.

Concentrations of the Palestinian population in built-up areas, which were — and still are
—home to most of the Palestinian population in the West Bank, were designated Areas A
and B and officially handed over to Palestinian Authority control. They are dotted
throughout the West Bank in 165 disconnected ‘islands. The remaining 61% of the West
Bank was designated Area C — the land mass rounding Areas A and B, where Israel retains
full control over security and civil affairs, including planning, building, laying
infrastructure, and development. This artificial division, which was meant to remain in
effect for five years only, does not reflect geographic reality or Palestinian space.

In the West Bank, the potential for urban, agricultural, and economic
development remains in Area C. Israel uses its control over the area to quash Palestinian
planning and building. In about 60% of Area C — 36% of the West Bank — Israel has
blocked Palestinian development by designating large swathes of land as state land,
survey land, firing zones, nature reserves, and national parks; by allocating land to
colonial settlements and their regional councils; or by introducing prohibitions to the area
now trapped between the Separation Barrier and the Green Line (the boundary between
Israel's sovereign territory and the West Bank). (B'TSELEM, 2019).

Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, states that the occupying power has
no right to transfer its citizens to the territories it occupied, or to take any action that leads
to a demographic change there. Also, Article 147 of the same treaty, states that the
destruction and usurpation of property in a manner not justified by the military (security)

imperatives on a large scale illegally and arbitrarily is a grave breach. Also, the Israeli
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colonial settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories stand as one of the most
important obstacles in the way of the peace process than ever before, and even further,
the Israeli colonial settlements have become a major obstacle to progress in the peace
process and final status negotiations. (ARIJ, Harvest of Israeli settlements in occupied

Palestine during the year 2021, 2021)
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Figure 2:Restricting Space in the OPT Area A Map.
Source: UN -OCHA —, Restrictions Space in the OPT Area, 2011
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oPt Maps
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2.2.1. Palestinian Territories “The Palestinian Land occupied in 1967”:

The term "Palestinian territories™ has been used for many years to describe the territories
occupied by Israel since 1967 within the former British Mandate for Palestine, namely
the West Bank (including East Jerusalem) and the Gaza Strip. The official United Nations
(UN) terminology has been used, occupied Palestinian territory (OPT or oPt) increasingly
replacing other terms since 1999.

The Palestinian territories consist of two distinct areas as shown in Figure 3: Occupied
Palestinian Territories Dec. 2011 according to Green Line, the West Bank (including East
Jerusalem), and the Gaza Strip. Although the boundaries are commonly referred to as the
"1967 borders”, they are historically the armistice lines under the 1949 Armistice
Agreements, which brought an end to the 1948 Arab—Israeli War, and are commonly
referred to as the Green Line. The 1949 armistice lines were expressly declared to be
armistice lines, and not international borders. Some Palestinian negotiators have claimed
a return to those lines as the borders of a future Palestinian state. The eastern limit of the
West Bank is the border with Jordan. The Israel-Jordan peace treaty defined that border
as the international border, and Jordan renounced all claims to territory west of it. The
border segment between Jordan and the West Bank was left undefined pending a
definitive agreement on the status of the territory. 14
The southern limit of the Gaza Strip is the border with Egypt. Egypt renounced all claims
to land north of the international border, including the Gaza Strip, in the Egypt-Israel
peace treaty. The Palestinians were not parties to either agreement.

The Gaza Strip is bounded by the Mediterranean Sea. The natural geographic boundary

14

https://web.archive.org/web/20110928083906/http://untreaty.un.org/unts/144078 158780/11/6/4045.pdf
-original: https://www.un.org/ola/



https://web.archive.org/web/20110928083906/http:/untreaty.un.org/unts/144078_158780/11/6/4045.pdf
https://www.un.org/ola/
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of the West Bank, as the name implies, is the Jordan River. To the Territories belong the
territorial waters of the Gaza Strip and the part of the Dead Sea between the West Bank
and the Jordan border-line.

High population growth is often a significant driver of environmental change. The
Palestinian population is increasing at a yearly rate of 2.7 percent. The total population in
2019 was estimated at almost 5 million and is expected to increase to 6.9 million by 2030.
Population density is very high in Gaza and some areas of the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem. Urbanization has occurred rapidly with inadequate planning. Population
growth puts pressure on natural resources and service delivery systems: the amount of
solid waste generated each year in Gaza, for example, is projected to increase to over
3,000 tons in 2030, from around 1,900 tons in 2015. Population growth has also
contributed to the increase in land value, leading to the sale of land for urban
infrastructure and the expansion of building onto agricultural lands.

Colonial settlement expansion in the West Bank and East Jerusalem puts additional
pressure on limited

Natural resources, further contribute to the pollution of air, soil, and water. ( United

Nations Environment Programme UNEP, 2020).
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Figure 3: Occupied Palestinian Territories Dec. 2011 according to Green Line
Source: Map of the Occupied Palestinian Territories (West Bank and Gaza Strip),
marked by the Green Line. Based on Reference Map: occupied Palestinian territory:
Overview Map, as of December 2011. Published by United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHAO0Pt), 25 January 2012
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2.2.2. Legal Framework for the Israeli Colonial Settlements in the
Palestinian territories:

The Human Rights Council in its Twenty-second session, Agenda Item 7,
Resolution No. 22/26, affirmed that Israeli colonial settlements and activities in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, are illegal under international
law and constitute very serious violations of international humanitarian law and the
human rights of the Palestinian people in this territory, and undermine international
efforts to revive the peace process and the realization of the two-state solution. The
Council further expressed its deep concern about the continuation of Israeli colonial
settlement and related activities, including colonial settlement expansion, land
expropriation, house demolitions, and property confiscation and destruction, which alter
the urban character and demographic composition of the occupied territories, including
East Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian Golan®®. The Council called on Israel to take and
implement serious measures, including confiscation of weapons and application of
criminal sanctions, to prevent acts of violence by Israeli settlers, and other measures to
ensure the safety and protection of Palestinian civilians and Palestinian property in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem. The council expressed grave
concern about the continuing construction, contrary to international law, by Israel of the
wall inside the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem,
and expressed its concern in particular about the route of the wall in a departure from the
Armistice Line of 1949, which could prejudge future negotiations and make the two-State
solution impossible to implement and which is causing the Palestinian people further

humanitarian hardship, Deeply concerned that the wall’s route has been traced in such a

15 Resolution 497 (1981) Adopted by the Security Council at its 2319th meeting on 17 December 1981
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way as to include the great majority of the Israeli colonial settlements in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem. (United Nations, 2014).

Despite the aforementioned prohibition of the international community from
colonial settling in the Palestinian territories, especially the occupied territories in 1967,
since the 1967 war and the occupation of the West Bank, Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip,
the successive Israeli governments have adopted various plans aimed primarily at
achieving the dream of Greater Israel and burying any dreams of the Palestinians to
establish an entity for them on these lands. Addressing the general deliberations of the
71st session of the General Assembly, Netanyahu said that the existing conflict was not
related to colonial settlements and that it had been raging decades before any colonial
settlement was built. “This conflict was never about the colonial settlement or the creation
of a Palestinian state, but rather the existence of a Jewish state within any borders. Israel
is ready, and | am, to negotiate all final status issues, but I will never negotiate anything

which is our right to a Jewish state.®

2.2.3. Phases of Israeli Colonial Settlement in the Palestinian Land:

A few months after it took control of the West Bank and Gaza in 1967, Israel
started to develop colonial settlements inhabited by Jewish Israelis in those territories.
The initial development followed the plan of then Israeli Deputy Prime Minister, Yigal
Allon. The plan sought the annexation by Israel of around one-third of the West Bank,
including the Jordan Valley to the East, the Judean desert to the South, East Jerusalem,
and the entire Gaza strip. According to the plan’s proponents, the control of the

Jordan Valley would have helped Israel to protect itself from possible invasions from the

16 The Zionist Plan for the Greater Israel by dividing Middle East: Oded Yinon Plan Khan, Aftab Ahmad.
Defense Journal; Karachi Vol. 18, Iss. 9, (Apr 2015): 35-48.



23

east and the control of Gaza would have played the same role for possible attacks from
the South (Massimiliano Cali & Sami H. Miaari, 2017).
According to the Palestinian Bureau of Statistics:

The curve of the establishment of Israeli colonial settlements can be monitored by
dividing the years of occupation into several stages:
The first phase: 1967-1976: in which colonies were selectively established, within a
colonial policy based on quality rather than quantity, and colonial settlements were
concentrated in Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley, inspired by the Allon Plan.
The second phase: 1977-1984: This phase witnessed the rise of the Likud party, the
increasing influence of the colonial movement of Gush Emunim, in addition to the
conclusion of the Camp David agreement in Egypt, and the subsequent evacuation of the
colonial settlements of the Sinai Peninsula, where this phase witnessed the building of
colonial settlements, and the expansion of their spread. horizontal, and the theoretical
framework for this expansion was a set of colonial plans/projects, the most important of
which are:
Sharon's plan: This plan includes the establishment of a colonial settlement bloc in the
West Bank that will cross it vertically (from north to south).
Mataniahu Druples Plan: This plan aims to settle 120,000 Jews through 50 colonial
settlements established in strategic places in Palestine.
The Gush Emunim plan: the colonial settlements are concentrated according to the plan
of this colonial movement, exactly in the areas that other colonial projects try to avoid
near the northern communities.

As aresult of the previous plans, colonial settlements spread in various Palestinian

areas, without taking into consideration the political, geographical, and strategic logic
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behind this expansion.

The third phase: 1985-1990: In this phase, the pace of colonial settling - in terms of
quantity - returned to something similar to the first stage, and this may be due to the lack
of many places suitable for colonial settling (considering the legal and geographical
dimension), in addition to the conflict in the colonial vision Between the two wings of
the ruling coalition (the Labor Party and the Likud Party), that coalition that ruled for
most of the years of this stage.

The fourth phase: 1991-2018: The pace of expansion of colonial settlements has
decreased sharply, and in the years 1992, 1993, 1995, 2000, and 2012, no new colonial
settlement was built. This is due to the peace process and the pressures that accompanied
it.

The international community imposed on Israel to freeze colonial settling and the lack of
political stability in Israel during that stage, but the occupation authorities transformed
the outpost of “Rahalim” into a colonial settlement in 2013.

To compensate for this, the Israeli occupation authorities resorted during this period to
enlarging the existing colonial settlements, whether in terms of population or through the
establishment and construction of new neighborhoods within the borders of the existing
colonial settlements. In addition to that, the construction of the annexation and expansion
wall began in June 2002, the wall whose borders were drawn as a result of the negotiations
between the Israeli government and settlers’ leaders, and as a result, about 88% of the
residents of the colonial settlements were annexed to the areas located inside the wall,
and in the same period, the colonial settling expanded and escalated, through the
establishment of more outposts, which reached 116 outposts at the end of 2018.

Conclusion: the number of colonial settlements in the West Bank increased during the
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years 1967-2018 from one colonial settlement in 1967 to 150 colonial settlements in the
year 2018, and the number of settlers increased from 22,348 thousand to 671,007
thousand as shown in Figure 4: Growth of Number of settlers in Israeli colonial
settlements in the West Bank in selected years. (PCBS P. C., Israeli settlements in

Palestine, Annual Statistical Report, 2018).

Years from 1990-2018
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Figure 4: Growth of Number of settlers in Israeli colonial settlements in the West

Bank in selected years

Source: PCBS, Israeli colonial settlements in Palestine, Annual Statistical Report,

On the Forty-Four Annual Commemoration of Land Day about Motivations and
Facilitations for Settlers PCBS published the following:
The Colonial settlement and Wall Resistance Commission indicates that the total
expenditure on colonial settlement activities during the period 2011 — 2016 reached one
billion NIS, while the total expenditure in 2017 reached 1.7 billion NIS. Also, 1.4 billion
NIS were spent in 2018. Moreover, data from the Israeli organization, Peace Now,
indicates, in terms of the establishment of colonial settlement outposts, that this

phenomenon mainly started during Netanyahu's era as Prime Minister in 1996, and it
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stopped in 2005. It is noticed that the government of Netanyahu went back, once again,
to establish illegal colonial settlement outposts; where out of 134 sites that were built:
two colonial settlement sites were evacuated (Migron and Amuna), and 29 colonial
settlement locations were approved (three as independent colonial settlements and 26 as
"neighborhoods” for established colonial settlements), and over 35 sites under approval.
(PCBS P. C., Forty Four Annual Commemoration of Land Day in Statistical Figures,
2020)

The Applied Research Institute/Jerusalem ARIJ published their report on
Environment Day 2020:
As a result of colonial settlement activities in the West Bank, we find that military bases,
closed military zones, and colonial settlements occupy approximately 22% of the
occupied West Bank area of 5,661 km2, while Palestinian villages and cities occupy no
more than 6.6%. The same is the case in the Gaza Strip, as Israel has complete control
over all the crossings and the Strip.
Israeli colonial settlements occupy 3.5% of the West Bank. The area of colonial
settlements has increased since the Oslo Accords from 77 square kilometers in 1992 to
201 square kilometers in the year 2020. Today, there are 199 Israeli colonial settlements
in the occupied West Bank inhabited by more than 826,000 Israeli settlers, in addition to
220 colonial outposts that were established during the years of occupation Israeli. (ARIJ,
The Palestinian environment between reality and the celebration of its International Day,

2020).
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It is important to know who decides where and when to build Israeli colonial settlements
and use the Palestinian land occupied in 1967, Figure 5: Structure of Israeli Planning
Organization shows the hierarchy of the Israeli government and the levels of decision-
making and planning at various levels. By the WZO-Jewish Agency (Status) Law 5713-
1952, and the concluded-on 26 July 1954 between the Government of Israel and the
Executive of the Jewish Agency, the World Zionist Organization (WZO) has undertaken
some of the tasks outlined in, most notably the responsibility to bring in immigrants and

refugees Jews to Israel, as well as their resettlement, rehabilitation, and assimilation.17

17 AGREEMENT FOR THE RECONSTITUTION OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL AS
AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME BY THE JEWISH AGENCY ASSEMBLY, 2011,
https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-42/2/23%2520-%2520Reconstn%2520Agt%2520JUN%25202011-2014-
2015.pdf?v=1481746211



https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-42/2/23%2520-%2520Reconstn%2520Agt%2520JUN%25202011-2014-2015.pdf?v=1481746211
https://cdn.fedweb.org/fed-42/2/23%2520-%2520Reconstn%2520Agt%2520JUN%25202011-2014-2015.pdf?v=1481746211
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Figure 5: Structure of Israeli Planning Organization
Source: Journal of Palestine Studies, 2011, Article: Land Use Planning in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, by Rami AbdulHadi
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2.2.4. Types of Israeli Colonies:

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics "PCBS", in the Forty-
Sixth annual commemoration of Land Day, on 30/03/2022, as shown in Table 1: Set of
Facts on Palestinian Land use by settlers and Israeli Military, until March 30, 20200, by
the end of 2020, there were 471 Israeli occupation sites and military bases in the West
Bank, including 151 settlements and 26 inhabited outposts that considered as
neighborhoods following established settlements, in addition to 150 settlement outposts,
and 144 classified as other sites (industrial, tourists, service areas and Israeli army bases).
As for the number of settlers on the West Bank, it reached 712,815 settlers by the end of
2020 (PCBS, 2022).

The colonial settlement project that confiscates the lands and properties of the
Palestinian citizens constitutes the control on 60% of the area of the West Bank (Area C)
through military decisions that deprive the Palestinians of the use of their lands and
benefit them and depriving the Palestinians of benefiting from water wells and natural
resources. Where these orders classify the West Bank lands as closed military areas, areas
of firing zones, and natural protected areas, where Palestinians are prevented from
building on their land, using it, or even cultivating it, and thus it is seized. As a result of
these policies, approximately 3 million Palestinians were living in the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, in 2019, and they are deprived of using the lands they own
because of the colonial settlement projects that are constantly growing and developing,
in addition to the serious environmental impacts of colonial settlement projects,
especially industrial ones, and dealing with Palestinian communities as solid and liquid
waste dumps for these colonial settlements, which poses a threat to the lives of Palestinian

citizens residing next to the colonial settlements.
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A well-developed network of roads links the illegal colonial settlements together and
links them to the center of settler life in Israel. This road network aims to shorten the
commute time for Israeli settlers. A system of bypass roads was established to allow
settlers to bypass populated Palestinian communities.

The development of the bypass road network leads to further colonial settlement
expansion and is used as an incentive to increase the number of illegal Israeli settlers in

the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem. (MIFTAH, 2020).

Table 1: Set of Facts on Palestinian Land use by settlers and Israeli
Military, until March 30, 2020

Source: PCBS, Forty-Sixth Annual Commemoration of Land Day in Statistical

Figures.

Item Number

Type of colonial settlements 471 locations including:

e 151 colonial settlements

e Approval of 26 residential outposts for colonial
settlements

e 150 outposts

e 94 military bases

e 25 industrial zones

e 25 tourist and facilities/services sites

Total Number of illegal settlers 712,815 settlers in the West Bank (including East
Jerusalem)

Illegal settlers within the [332,294 settlers in East Jerusalem.
Jerusalem municipal borders

Length of the 714 km
Annexation
and Apartheid Wall
Lack of political progress has led to unclear and overlapping environmental governance

arrangements.

The Palestinian Authority faces difficulties in applying Palestinian laws in Areas A and
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B, and is unable to apply these laws in Area C, or — due to the intra-Palestinian division
— in Gaza. Israel applies separate sets of laws to Israeli individuals in the occupied
Palestinian territory, and Israeli colonial settlements, industrial installations, and closed
military areas. The joint environmental management arrangements that were established
as part of the 1995 Interim Agreement are only partly functional. The simultaneous
application of different sets of laws, and law enforcement capabilities, in the same
territory, leads to data and enforcement gaps. Israeli colonial settlements and security
measures cause environmental change and degradation. Examples include the uprooting
of large numbers of trees (especially olive trees) during the clearance of land for military
bases, buffer zones, bypass roads (which are generally inaccessible to Palestinians), and
the separation barrier. Despite mitigation efforts by Israel, such infrastructure has
impacted delicate ecosystems and biodiversity. ( United Nations Environment
Programme UNEP, 2020).

Figure 6: Israeli Colonial settlements and outposts B/W 1967-2016 shows the growth of

Israeli Illegal colonial settlements and outposts in the West Bank between 1967-2016
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Figure 6: Israeli Colonial settlements and outposts B/W 1967-2016

Source: Vox, the growth of Israeli colonial settlements, explained in 5 charts, By
Jennifer Williams and Javier Zarracina Dec 30, 2016
https://www.vox.com/world/2016/12/30/14088842/israeli-colonial settlements-
explained-in-5-charts



https://www.vox.com/world/2016/12/30/14088842/israeli-settlements-explained-in-5-charts
https://www.vox.com/world/2016/12/30/14088842/israeli-settlements-explained-in-5-charts
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2.2.5. Distribution of Colonies and Colonial settlement Projects:

The establishment of Israeli colonial settlements in the Palestinian territories is

not an individual effort of settlers and is not random, but these colonial settlements have
been distributed based on plans and projects in advance and based on certain strategic
goals.
Before examining planning instruments per se, some background on Israel's strategic
vision may be in order. The Israeli view of the future of the territories, even at the
beginning of the occupation when the more “conciliatory” Labor was firmly in control,
is clearly expressed in a 1970 government publication entitled Judea and Samaria:
Guidelines for Regional and Physical Planning, which states: "in the course of the Six
Day War, new territories to the north, center, and south of the former boundaries of the
State of Israel were liberated. For the first time in twenty years, the West Bank of the
Jordan has become a natural entity” (emphasis added). The Guidelines go on to list as a
central planning objective "the development of the periphery of Samaria and Judea so
that it may become integrated with the rest of the country.” Land use planning, land
expropriations, and colonial settlements are three interlocking aspects of a single policy
aimed at the Judaization of the territories occupied in 1967. (AbdulHadi, 1990).

There are many colonial settlement projects presented by Israeli political figures
and racist political parties and groups that support Israeli colonial settlement in the
Palestinian territories, the latest of which was US President Trump's plan, which
coincided with the era of the extreme right taking over power in Israel.  The
following projects are considered the most popular and well-known, which were

announced by the Israeli government:
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- Alon Project:

- It depends on the implementation of the fait accompli by seizing the land and carrying
out a wide colonial settlement operation, along the Jordan Valley, from the southern
Beisan Valley to the south of the Hebron desert, with a length of 115 km and a width of
20 km. Alon said in Davar newspaper on February 17, 1974.

(It was established: Israeli colonial settlements in light of the strategic importance of
security requirements, and as a catalyst for the political struggle for secure borders).
Thus, civilian and rural colonial settlements and permanent military bases must be
established, as soon as possible, according to security requirements, including East
Jerusalem and its Old City.

- Sharon's First and Second Projects:

The 7-Star Project: Sharon adopted the Double Backbone Project / Fochman Project,
which calls for the establishment of two backbones of colonial settlements in Palestine
within 20 years, so that the first extends along the coastal plain, while the second parallel
it to extend from the Golan Heights in the north to Sharm el-Sheikh on The Red Sea,
including the establishment of a series of colonial settlements in the Jordan Valley, on
the western and eastern slopes of the Nablus and Hebron mountains, and in the
Palestinian Triangle area with a width of 3 km and its length from Wadi Ara to Kafr
Qassem, the intensification of colonial settlements in the city of Jerusalem, and the
creation of links of colonial settlements between The coastal plain column and the
Jordan Valley column.

The colonial settlement remained Sharon’s main obsession, so in 1993 he presented a
new colonial settlement project called the Seven Stars, which aims to establish a

continuous chain of colonial settlements along the June 4, 1967 line, starting from the
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north and northwest of Jerusalem and Latrun, passing through areas west of Ramallah
governorate. Ending in the area north of Qalgilya and the outskirts of Tulkarm. The plan
is based on the establishment of interconnected colonial settlement blocs in three
sections, which will later be annexed to Israel.

Red Lines Map Plan:

Which was unveiled in January 1997, included what Israel considers red lines regarding
the redeployment of the Israeli army in the West Bank; to define the limits of withdrawal
in the context of the second redeployment.

The plan contains two red lines: the first relates to areas related to groundwater sources

from which the plan considers that Israel cannot withdraw from it; because of the

presence of groundwater in it, and the second is related to security and colonial

settlement considerations, as presented by the Israeli security and military services. At

a time when the plan considered that areas of the West Bank are not considered strategic
security importance to Israel, it is not possible to withdraw from them; due to the
presence of colonial settlements on them.

The map of strategic interests, as presented by the Israeli army, which was also known
as the Sharon-Mordechai map, was presented for circulation in the Israeli government
in 1997, synchronizing to some extent with the map of the red lines. The map of interests
includes several alternatives to a permanent solution, as Israel sees it. According to five
basic criteria:

1. Security.

2. Water.

3. Borders.

4. Colonial settlements.
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5. Jerusalem.

The central alternative presented by the map is for Israel to retain 62% of the area of the
West Bank, based on dividing the West Bank into five areas of Palestinian control,
separated from each other by areas of security-colonial settlement control, and the areas
are, Jenin, Nablus, Ramallah and Hebron, and Jericho, this is to achieve the main goals
of:

1. Complete Israeli control over the Jordan Valley.

2. Complete isolation of a border strip along the 4th of June 67 line.

3. Ensuring wide crossings linking the Green Line with the Jordan Valley.

4. Geographical depth areas in the center of the West Bank.

5. The complete separation of the city of Jerusalem from the West Bank. (WAFA, 2022).

Druples project:

Publishing the most important colonial settlement project that affected the Likud
colonial settlement policies until 1983, also called (the Druples project:

It is considered the most important colonial settlement project that directed the colonial
settlement policies of the Likud until the year 1983, and it is also called (the master plan
for the development of colonial settlements in Judea and Samaria).

This project was presented by Matityahu Druples, Head of the Colonial settlement
Department of the Zionist Organization, in 1978 and aims to establish about (70) civil
community colonial settlements in the West Bank for 13 years (1979-1993), at a rate of
12-15 colonial settlements annually, and at the same time increase and intensify the
existing colonial settlements, so that the number of settlers reaches 120-150 thousand,
and the project is based on several principles, including:

1. That colonial settlement in all parts of the Land of Israel is for the sake of security
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and is a right of the Jews.

2. The colonial settlements shall be distributed among interconnected colonial
settlement blocs to develop common means of production and services.

3. Not only distributing the colonial settlements around the Palestinian population
(minorities) but also between them.

The most important blocks that the Druples plan talked about are:

1. Rihan block - west of Jenin.

2. Shomron Bloc - north of Nablus.

3. Kedumim Bloc - east of Qalgilya.

4. Karnei Shomron block - west of Nablus.

5. Ariel Bloc - near the city of Salfit.

6. Modi'in Bloc - Latru.

7. Etzion Bloc - Bethlehem.

8. Amos block - north of Hebron.

9. Adumim Bloc - East Jerusalem.

10. Beit El block - north of Ramallah.

11. Ephraim block - the far southeast of Nablus.

12. Elon Moreh Bloc - east of Nablus.

Druples also presented the Greater Jerusalem Development Plan in 1984 AD, which
aims to double the number of Jews in the Greater Jerusalem area within 25 years, by
raising it to 700-750,000 through colonial settlement. 8

- Trump's Plan (the Evaporation of the Two-States solution):

According to PBCS, 2020, the plan suggests extorting about 1,860 km2, which

18 hitp://poica.org/2002/12/monitoring-israeli-colonization-activities-in-the-west-bank-and-gaza-2/



http://poica.org/2002/12/monitoring-israeli-colonization-activities-in-the-west-bank-and-gaza-2/
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is about 30% of the West Bank lands, and then annexing them to Israel; about 23 km2
is classified as area (B). Also, the number of the Palestinian localities that will be
isolated in the area is 178 population localities, where about 330 thousand Palestinians
live and are distributed on 33 localities in the area classified as (B) and its population is
about 103 thousand persons; 52 localities in areas classified as (C) and its population

is around 16 thousand persons; 20 localities in Eastern Jerusalem, where the population
reached about 220 thousand persons; and 73 Bedouin localities The plan also proposes
the annexation of all Israeli colonial settlements to Israel, with keeping 15 Israeli
Colonial settlement Enclaves in the State of Palestine territories, which means that those
15 colonial settlements will continue to expand to form a geographic connection
between them as they continue cutting the ties of the remaining geographic lands for the
Palestinians on what is left of the West Bank. Furthermore, the plan defines the swap of
833 km2 from the occupied territories in 1948 (equals 13.5% of the total area of the
West Bank), where these areas are distributed as follows: Figure 7: West Bank in light
of Trump plan 2020 shows the plan suggests the annexation of about 180 km2 from the
lands of Nagab Desert to the South of the West Bank; these areas, according to the aerial
photos, this region is a desert of a steep rocky hillside, in which no source of water is
available and without any development value. Additionally, the plan provided an
additional proposal according to which about 290 km2 are exploited and used as an
industrial area for advanced technology, and 230 km2 from Nagab Desert to be used in
farming and for residence, which is located along the line borders that separate the
Egyptian Sinai from the Palestinian Nagab. It is worth mentioning that this area is also
full of steep rocky hills with no available water sources and it is not suitable for the

implementation of such proposals as shown in aerial photos. The plan also suggests
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amending the borders of the Armistice line for 1948 to amend the border tracks to
include more than 10 Palestinian localities at the west of the Armistice line, in which
300 thousand Palestinians reside and live in Al-Muthalath and the area near the
borderline of the Armistice line in the surrounding of Kafr Qasem. Furthermore, the
plan suggests extorting about 340 km2 from the agricultural lands in the West Bank and
annexing those lands to Israel "about 89 km2 of those agricultural lands that are located
in the area of the Jordan Valley". (PCBS P. C., Forty Four Annual Commemoration of

Land Day in Statistical Figures, 2020).



40

® Main City :
w €
#~«_+ Armistice Line 1949
S
“_- Segregation Wall 2 ‘
~TORS Jenin ,
Area to be Annexed to Israel ‘.’ ® 2
e Palestinian Agricultural Lands g
to be Annexed to Israel o

~ Tulkarm

e

\ Nablus
; ®
® Qalqgiliya
o
©
<
@
&
Q
o
.§.
Y
¢
Jerusalem S N,
o N
'y 4 / // )
&4 * Bethiehem / @ // /
A o |
A 4. ’
v
0 10 20 Km
— )

Figure 7: West Bank in light of Trump plan 2020
Source: PCBS, Forty-Four Annual Commemoration of Land Day in Statistical
Figures, 2020




41

2.3. Land Confiscation:

Background Information:

The area of the West Bank is 5844 km?, which constitutes 21.6% of the total area
of the land of historical Palestine. The area of the Gaza Strip is 362 km?, which
constitutes 1.35% of the total area of historic Palestine.

According to the Palestinian Information Center on the geography of the Palestinian
territories occupied in 1967:

1- The Central Highlands: the mountainous part of the West Bank; It covers an area of
about 3,500 km2 and extends for about 120 km in length. Elevations vary from sea level
in these mountains and reach more than 1,000 meters in the Halhul and Hebron
governorates (the height of Jabal al-Nabi Yunis in the Hebron governorate is 1,020
meters above sea level). Also, rainfall rates vary in these areas; it ranges between 400
mm and 700 mm. Most of the vegetation cover in Palestine is located in this area, and
agriculture is characterized by reliance mainly on rainwater.

2- The semi-coastal area: This area is located in the governorates of Jenin, Tulkarem,
and Qalgilya, and it is an extension of the lands within the Green Line (1967 borders).
This area is 120 km2, and the average rainfall is about 600 mm.

3- Eastern slopes: This area extends from Jenin Governorate in the north to Hebron
Governorate in the south. It is usually called the “Jerusalem Wilderness,” and it
represents fertile pastures for sheep in the winter; the shepherds roam with their flocks
in those areas; Due to its mild climate and the fertility of its pastures. The eastern slopes
are the main habitat for many wild mammals and endemic and rare plants, and this area
is under occupation pressures represented in the construction of colonial settlements,

bypass roads, and various colonial settlement activities.
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4- Jordan Valley Trench: It is a unique area, located east of the heights of the West Bank
between the eastern slopes and the Moab Mountains in Jordan; this area is semi-arid,
and its climate is cold to warm in winter and hot and dry in summer, and it is an
extension of the African Rift. This area is subject to depletion by the Israeli occupation
through the construction of colonial settlements and the practices of settlers that drained
the agricultural capacity of this area. Many winter crops for export are grown in this
region, using irrigated farming methods and plastic greenhouses. This area is located
along the migration paths of birds; It is the second most important bird migration route
in the world.

5- Gaza Strip: It is the coastal area along the Mediterranean Sea, and it is considered
one of the highest areas in the world in terms of population density. Some migratory
birds from Africa to Europe and vice versa disembark in Gaza to rest and to be provided
with food. The water in this region suffers from excessive salinity as a result of the
excessive pumping of groundwater; It also suffers from an increase in nitrates as a result

of sewage intrusion into groundwater, and as a result of the extensive use of chemical

fertilizers, whether inside or outside the Gaza el others
‘ 4%

18%

Strip. (PCBS P. C., Fifth National Report on
Biodiversity, Statistical Abstract 2015, 2016).
The Palestinian Land has been classified

Area(B)
according to the Oslo Accords (A, B, and C) as | 18%

shown in  Figure 8:Palestinian Land
Figure 8:Palestinian Land
classification according to OSLO Accords, to | classification according to OSLO
Accords

tighten control of the Palestinian land, especially | Source: Forty-Four Annual
Commemoration of Land Day in
in areas classified as (C) which are under full | Statistical Figures, 2020
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control of the Israeli occupation in terms of security, planning, and construction, where
76% the of the total area classified (C) is directly exploited by the Israeli occupation;
colonial settlements regional councils control 63% of it. While the area of authority
regions in the Israeli colonial settlements in the West Bank (Including closed regions
and allocated for expanding those colonial settlements) is about 542 km2 as it is by the
end of 2019; representing about 10% of the total area of the West Bank. Whereas the
confiscated areas for military bases and military training locations represent about 18%
of the West Bank area, in addition to the Annexation and Expansion Wall that has
isolated more than 10% of the area of the West Bank. Consequently, over 219
Palestinian localities were badly affected by the establishment of the Annexation and
Expansion Wall. Moreover, data indicate that there are about 2,700 establishments
isolated between the Wall and the Green Line, and about 5,300 establishments damaged
by the Wall, in addition to 35 thousand households that were also badly affected by the
establishment of the Wall. Nevertheless, about 67 thousand Palestinians live in isolated
buildings between the Wall and the Green Line. Also, the Israeli occupation imposes all
kinds of obstacles to tighten their lives and makes it almost impossible for the
Palestinian’s urban expansion, especially in Jerusalem and areas classified as (C) in the

West Bank and that are still under full control of the Israeli occupation.

2.3.1. How Does lIsrael Confiscate Land? and What Goals Are
Confiscation For?

Kerem Navot is a new Israeli civil society organization, established in 2012 and
employs comprehensive land-use research to challenge the systems and policies that

enable the ongoing dispossession of Palestinians from their land in the West Bank. *°

19 https://www.keremnavot.org/_files/ugd/cdbla7_370bb4f21ceb47adb3ac7556c02b8972.pdf
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The report of the research shows that the wholesale takeover of agricultural lands is not
the result of the isolated efforts of individual settlers or even entire colonial settlements,
but part of a long-term and well-funded strategy that has been encouraged and supported
by governmental and public agencies for many years, despite the blatant illegality of
much of the activity, even in terms of Israeli law.
This report is based on a survey of unprecedented scope, identifying and mapping over
93,000 dunum of land allocated or used for Israeli agricultural activity in the West Bank
and the growth in this area from 1997 to 2012. The survey classifies the Israeli
agricultural areas in the West Bank according to several parameters:
1) Year in which Israeli agricultural activity began;
2) The measure by which the land was expropriated:

- Declaration of the closed military zone,

- Declaration as state land,

- Land-swap of absentee property, “private” takeover by settlers, etc.
3) land-ownership status

- Private Palestinian

- Public [state]

- Muslim Waqf

- Pre-1948 Jewish-owned
4) Region or regional council to which the land is affiliated.
5) Character of the settler population there (religious/secular).
6) Colonial settlement jurisdiction (within/outside of a jurisdiction area of a colonial
settlement).

7) Type of crop or branch of agriculture.
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Kerem Navot found as a result of the research that, the last decades have seen a decline
of about one-third in cultivated Palestinian agricultural lands in the West Bank. the
survey shows also, that one of the factors behind the drastic drop in the agricultural area
cultivated by Palestinians in the West Bank is the ongoing expansion of Israeli
agricultural areas. This expansion includes a de facto appropriation of actively
cultivated private lands whose Palestinian owners (individuals or entire communities)
have been expelled, whether by the settlers or by the Israeli military.

Israeli agricultural lands in the West Bank, which today 20, cover about 93,000
dunums (about one and a half times the total built-up area of the colonial settlements,
not including East Jerusalem), are a central and growing factor in the array of land-grab
methods in the civilian reality that Israel has created over the decades in the West Bank.
Since 1997, settlers have taken over about 24,000 dunum of land through agricultural
activity, of which about 10,000 dunum are on privately owned Palestinian land, mostly
around the colonial settlements and outposts in the West Bank hill country.

The state of Israel continues to act on two parallel channels: the official channel
by which thousands of dunam of land in the West Bank are expropriated in a variety of
ways from their Palestinian owners and transferred to the colonial settlements by the
Civil Administration; and the ostensibly unofficial takeover by settlers of thousands of
dunam of private Palestinian lands, with the direct and/or indirect encouragement,
funding, and organization of the state.

This accelerated activity is part of a widespread, multi-pronged, and well-funded
strategy that the settlers, with the full backing of the state, have advanced—since the

mid-1990s and with greater intensity since the outbreak of the second intifada with the

20 Today means the date when the research was conducted which is 2013.
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stated goals of:

- expanding the area under the control of the colonial settlements in Area C and
preventing the future transfer of land to the Palestinians.

- establishment of new outposts,

- paving of new roads around colonial settlements and outposts,

- establishment of local tourist infrastructure around sites with religious, archeological,
or scenic value,?

- designation of large “industrial zones.”
Despite constituting 90% of the population in the region, the Palestinians in the Jordan
Valley are not able to access the land there, since most of it was transferred to the
colonial settlements for agricultural use. Furthermore, Israel Military Order 151 (1967)
categorically closed off the entire border area between the West Bank and the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan (an area of about 170,000 dunum, of which about 50,000 are private
Palestinian land), thus prohibiting entry except by special permit from the military
commander. With time, thousands of dunams of Palestinian land in this area have been
transferred to Israeli settlers, and today in this strip alone about 8,600 dunums are
cultivated. Another characteristic of Israeli agriculture in the Jordan Valley is that
thousands of dunam around the colonial settlements registered under the Muslim Waqf
22 have been taken and transferred to the settlers, even though the status of this land is
like that of private land and cannot be legally expropriated by the state. Three colonial
settlements are sitting entirely or partially on lands belonging to the Waqf: Netiv

HaGdud, Na’aran, and Yitav.

21 This does not include large national parks and nature reserves, which are another means of blocking Palestinian access to

land in Area C on a broader (not per-colonial settlement) basis.

22 Wagf (Arabic for endowment) is a special kind of philanthropic deed in perpetuity. It involves donating a fixed asset which can
produce a financial return or provide a benefit. The revenue or benefit generated then serves specific categories of beneficiaries.
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It was noticed what was mentioned in the “Six-Month Report on Israeli colonial
settlements in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, Reporting period
January-July 20207, by the Office of the European Union Representative (West Bank
and Gaza Strip, UNRWA) about Development Contributing To Colonial settlement
Expansion which mainly mentioned that, The following developments in the reporting
period are seen as contributing to colonial settlement expansion and the consolidation
of Israel's presence in and control of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem.

Area C: It is noteworthy to recall that on 31 July 2019 the Israeli Security Cabinet
promoted about 700 housing units for Palestinians (along with 6,000 units for settlers).
In the current reporting period, only one Palestinian building permit was approved for
the Palestinians in Area C, while Israeli authorities demolished or seized 232 Palestinian
structures including houses in Area C. 9 Meanwhile there is an urgent development and
housing need for the estimated 200 to 300 thousand Palestinians residing in Area C. As

reported by Peace Now, in the period between 2009 and 2016, 66 construction permits

were approved for Palestinians compared to 12,763 for settlers in Area C. (UNRWA,

2021)

ARIJ published upon 2020 international environment day, more recently, Israel
has continued to seize the Palestinian territories by issuing several Israeli military orders
under which tens of thousands of dunums of west bank land were declared as nature
reserves in 2020. However, Israel is enacting such racist laws to facilitate the
confiscation of Palestinian land in the occupied west bank, such as Israeli military order
363 of 1969, which authorizes the Israeli civil administration to declare any area in the
occupied west bank "as a nature reserve" or as "natural areas™ under orders issued by it.

Strict restrictions on construction and land use are usually imposed on these areas to
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demand environmental protection. Where these lands are used to build colonial
settlements on them later. Palestinian land that survives confiscation is the victim of
dredging by the Israeli occupying forces without regard to the fact that it is agricultural
land that provides its owners with income to support their families. This phenomenon
intensified with the start of the second intifada and the implementation of the separation
and fragmentation plan on the west bank, more than 557,000 trees were uprooted from
2000 to the end of 2020, five times the number of trees uprooted in the seven years
before the uprising (1993-2000), which was 81,279. (ARIJ, The Palestinian

environment between reality and the celebration of its International Day, 2020).

2.3.2. Agriculture Land Confiscation and Its Effect on Social and
Economic Life of the Palestinians:

Economic indicators are represented by gross domestic product (GDP), investment, and
unemployment. Social progress indicators are represented by life expectancy at birth
standing for health and school enrollment for education. Environmental performance is
indicated by access to safe drinking water and access to sanitation facilities. Trade as a
percentage of GDP is included to represent openness and outward of the economy.
(Ryan Merlin Yonk and Vito Bobek, 2020)

Since most of the Israeli agricultural activity in the West Bank was along the

Jordan Valley to start with, this is a proportional growth rate of only 16% of its area.

Agricultural Area Added between 1997-2012,
by Region (Dunam and Percent)
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Figure 9: Agricultural Area Added b/W 1997-2012 by region
Source: Kerem Novat, 2013, ISRAELI SETTLER AGRICULTURE AS A
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The growth rate of agricultural areas in other areas of the West Bank was much higher,
as shown in Figure 9: Agricultural Area Added b/W 1997-2012 by region. The process
of pushing Palestinians off their land, in particular, though not exclusively, around the
Hill Country colonial settlements, was not only a reaction to the security situation
created by the second Intifada. While the data show that nearly 40% of the agricultural
area added since 1997 has been around the religious colonial settlements (primarily in
the Hill Country but also a few in the Jordan Valley). In all four of the areas in which
the agricultural activity is by religious settlers (Shomron, Binyamin, Gush Etzion, and
Hebron), the vast majority of added agricultural areas since 1997 have been on private
Palestinian land.

Agricultural area and jurisdiction areas of the colonial settlements: Another
interesting statistic is that most (52%) of the Israeli agricultural area in the West Bank
today is located outside of the jurisdiction boundaries of the colonial settlements. Figure
10 Agricultural Area Added b/W 1997-2012 by Location (DUNUM) indicates that the
agricultural takeovers done by settlers in the West Bank target primarily land that is

beyond the jurisdiction boundaries of the colonial settlements. 69% of the added

Agricultural Area Added between 1997-2012,
by Location (Dunam)
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agricultural area since 1997 is outside of the jurisdiction of any colonial settlement. There
is a clear correlation between the fact that most of the added agricultural area is outside
of the jurisdiction boundaries of the colonial settlements, and the fact that these are private
Palestinian lands, since private lands (expect military seizure orders implemented before
the 1979 HCJ ruling on Elon Moreh)?3, cannot be included formally within the
jurisdiction of the colonial settlements.

Most of the area added for use by the dating industry and field crops has been
on public (state) lands along the Jordan Valley, as shown in Figure 11: Agricultural
Area added in 1997-2012 by main of Crop and Land Ownership, while the vast majority
of added area for vineyards and olive groves has been on private Palestinian lands in the
Hill Country.

To this end, the state of Israel continues to act on two parallel channels: the official
channel by which thousands of dunam of land in the West Bank are expropriated in a
variety of ways from their Palestinian owners and transferred to the colonial settlements

by the Civil Administration; and the ostensibly unofficial channel by which the state

Agricultural Area Added in 1997-2012,
by Main Crop and Land Ownership
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Figure 11: Agricultural Area added in 1997-2012 by main of Crop
and Land Ownership

Source: Kerem Novat, 2013, /SRAELI SETTLER AGRICULTURE AS
A MEANS OF LAND TAKEOVER IN THE WEST BANK

23 Elon Moreh colonial settlement (currently some 1,800 residents) was established in 1979 next to Rujeib
village (Nablus), on privately-owned Palestinian land requisitioned by the army for citing military
purposes. Following a petition by the landowners, the Israeli High Court of Justice (HCJ) ruled the
requisition unlawful under international humanitarian law (IHL) and ordered the evacuation of the land
and its return to the Palestinian owners.
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directly and/or indirectly encourages, funds, and organizes the takeover by settlers of
thousands of dunam of private Palestinian lands that they cannot obtain through official
channels. (Navot, ISRAELI SETTLERS’ AGRICULTURE AS A MEANS OF LAND

TAKEOVER IN THE WEST BANK, 2013).
2.3.3. Land Confiscation for Bypass Roads and Isolation Wall:

Israeli Colonial settling in the Palestinian Land is not only building houses and
villages for settlers, but also through Israeli military orders, the land is used for various
purposes to protect the settlers, and connect the western side of Jordan valley colonial
settlement and other colonial settlements with the main cities in Israel, and to control
natural resources in the Palestinian territories to serve settlers, especially water and
agricultural land.

According to ARIJ, the length of the bypass roads that were built in confiscated
Palestinian lands to connect the Israeli colonial settlements with each other and with
Israel, in addition to those under construction, is approximately 938 km. This is in
addition to a new network of bypass roads that Israel plans to establish in the occupied
West Bank, which would increase the geographical separation between Palestinian
communities, this is in addition to allocating these roads for absolute Israeli use. These
roads, which serve as a link between the colonial settlements, worked on the
fragmentation of Palestinian lands and the separation of Palestinian population centers
located within one geographical area from each other because they are under Israeli
control.

The Israeli occupation authorities have worked to implement the policy of unilateral
separation between Israel and the West Bank, as it began in 2002 to build the isolation

wall that penetrates the West Bank with a depth of up to 23 km from the Green Line.
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The isolation wall extends for a length of 771 km to isolate the West Bank from its
northern, western, and southern sides, it includes 107 Israeli colonial settlements and
annexes them to Israel, in addition to isolating 97 Palestinian residential communities
from the rest of the residential communities. There are parts of this wall that wrap
around Palestinian residential communities, turning them into ghettos, as is the case
with the city of Qalgilya, which is completely isolated from its neighboring villages.
Thus, we find that the isolation wall, which devoured 565,000 dunams, or approximately
10% of the area of the West Bank, has increased the pace of the absence of geographical
integration between Palestinian communities within the West Bank, which limits the
possibility of comprehensive development planning in it.

This wall also constitutes an obstacle to the preservation of ecosystems, natural features,
and the interconnection between protected areas. It has negative impacts on the
movement of wild animals as a result of the fragmentation of ecosystems between Israel
and the West Bank on the one hand, and the lack of communication between natural
ecological corridors on the other. (ARIJ, The Palestinian environment between reality
and the celebration of its International Day, 2020).

Research and the monitoring of colonial settlement expansion have focused on the
construction of residential areas and have neglected other means of expansion such as
road networks and the development of agricultural and tourist sites, mostly on privately
owned Palestinian land without formal permits, but with the acquiescence of the Israeli
authorities (hereafter de facto expansion). Shown in Figure 12: Area spanned by seizure
orders B/W 1969-2014.

From the years 1969 through 2014, the IDF issued approximately 1,150 seizure orders,

868 of which are valid to date. The total area of these orders spans 104,500 dunams. After
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offsetting the overlap between the seizure orders issued over the years, the orders’ total
area spans 101,380 dunams. The seizure orders can be divided into seven groups
according to the primary functions they fulfill:

- Orders were intended for colonial settlement purposes, namely the establishment of
colonial settlements, which the state claimed had security value.

- Orders were issued for military purposes, namely training and consolidating military
control over the West Bank.

- Orders were issued to situate a security network around the colonial settlements and
along bypass roads.

- Orders were issued to pave bypass roads, for predominant use by the settler population.

- Orders for the construction of the separation barrier.

- Orders to protect the fabric of Palestinian life, which in many places has been severely
disturbed by the construction of the separation barrier.

- Orders were originally issued for military facilities, which are used by settlers in practice.

(Navot, Seize the Moral Low Ground, Land seizure for security needs in the West Bank,

2018).
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Figure 12: Area spanned by seizure orders B/W 1969-2014
Source: Kerem Novat, 2018, Seize the Moral Low Ground, Land seizure for
security needs in the West Bank
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The 'Israeli bypass road' term was first used directly after the Israeli occupation of the
West Bank & Gaza Strip in 1967. The Israeli bypass roads in the Palestinian Territory
were erected to ease the construction of the illegal Israeli colonial settlements on the
West Bank. In the beginning, Palestinian residents were allowed to access these roads
but soon after the eruption of the second Intifada in September 2000, Israel reduced
Palestinian access to all roads traveling through the Palestinian Territory and restricted

the Palestinian movement under the slogan of security needs.

The Idea of erecting the Israeli bypass road system in the Palestinian Territory was
planned and paid by the Israeli Governorate, aiming to limit any kind of construction
and development in the Palestinian communities. During the last five years, Israel spent
Millions of NIS to construct the bypass roads on the expanse of the Palestinian
agricultural lands.

Israel constructed about 794.79 kilometers of bypass roads in the West Bank. Since
1967, Israel has paved hundreds of kilometers of bypass roads to link the Israeli colonial
settlements of the West Bank with Israel and to facilitate the movement of the Israeli
settlers.

The term 'Bypass Roads' did not come into life until the signing of the Oslo agreement
between the Israelis and Palestinians in 1993 to indicate designated roads for the Israeli
Army and settlers’ use, to bypass Palestinian towns and communities in the context of
the Israeli Army redeployment. From that point on, Israel intensified its efforts to
increase the magnitude of the bypass roads in the occupied Palestinian territory as a part
of its policy to coerce facts on the ground; ultimately affecting the outcome of the
negotiation with the Palestinians; including the establishment of a viable contiguous

Palestinian State.
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Along with launching a vigorous colonial settlements program following the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, back in 1967, the consecutive governments of
the state of Israel adopted a separation concept based on the creation of an Israeli-
controlled road grid system, which will work to facilitate the construction of Israeli
colonial settlements and the Israeli settlers movement between occupied territory
colonial settlements and Israel and eventually incorporate the Israeli created and
controlled road grid system in the occupied territory with the road grid system in Israel.
In addition to its role in connecting colonial settlements. The Israeli building roads
worked to restrain the development of the Palestinian communities in the West Bank by
creating de-facto obstructions to areas designated for development. The old- new Israeli
vision to control the West Bank by constructing the current transportation System of the
bypass roads comes along with the construction of the Segregation Wall, which will
isolate more than 40% of the West Bank to provide security for the 500,000+ Israeli
settlers in the West Bank including East Jerusalem. (Poica, 2008).

As shown on the map in Figure 13: Example of bypass roads and around Palestinian City,
the bypass roads that surround the city of Bethlehem and some of the Palestinian villages
and communities around it have been built by confiscating thousands of kilometers of the
city’s lands and these villages. These roads aim to facilitate the movement of settlers
between the colonial settlements. A buffer to protect these colonial settlements and secure
the movement of their residents. We can see many of these bypass roads that surround
Palestinian communities throughout the West Bank, especially in areas where lIsraeli
colonial settlements have been built close to Palestinian cities and villages, and where

high-value agricultural lands owned by Palestinians are confiscated through Israeli



56

military orders to build these roads.
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Figure 13: Example of bypass roads and around Palestinian City
Source: ARIJ -GIS database, 2007

B’Tselem — The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied

Territories, mentioned also in its report published in 2017 about the separation wall, that

about 85% of the barrier’s meandering route winds through the West Bank. In other

words, it runs through the occupied territory and is not located along the Green Line or

in Israel proper (i.e., west of the green line). This is in keeping with Israel’s longstanding

policy of using the West Bank to serve its own needs and purposes while disregarding

the needs and rights of the local Palestinians. In constructing the barrier, Israel broke up

contiguous Palestinian urban and rural blocs, severed inter-community ties that had been

forged and cemented throughout many generations, and abruptly imposed an arbitrary

reconfiguration of space based on colonial settlement boundaries to suit the convenience

of Israeli security forces. (B’Tselem T. 1., The Separation Barrier, 2017).
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As shown in Figure 14: The Map below shows the bypass roads in the West
Bank that connect Israeli Military bases and colonial settlements (Jewish colonies) with
the separation wall, then to Israeli cities., the bypass roads were built at the expense of
Palestinian agricultural lands aim to connect the Israeli colonial settlement sites in the
Palestinian territories with the Israeli cities and villages, without taking into
consideration the damage resulting from the construction of these roads on the
Palestinian environment and the other aspects of their lives.
In other words, Israel neglects the presence of three million Palestinian living under its

occupation and acting on land as if they do not exist.
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Figure 14: The Map below shows the bypass roads in the West Bank that connect

Israeli Military bases and colonial settlements (Jewish colonies) with the separation
wall, then to Israeli cities.

Source: ARIJ -GIS database, 2007
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2.4. How Does Israeli Colonial Settlement Affect the Palestinian
Environment and the Relation with Social and Economic Live of
Palestinians?

Land and water are the most important elements of the environment for building
a civilization on any spot on the earth. Therefore, the conflict in the Palestinian
territories is represented in the settlers’ violence on the land and the natural water
sources in the Palestinian areas.
The environment of the occupied Palestinian territory is also affected by other
anthropogenic drivers, including population pressure and economic development.
Urbanization and colonial settlement growth, unplanned distribution of industries,
overgrazing, pollution, and contaminants all contribute to environmental degradation

and threaten biodiversity. ( United Nations Environment Programme UNEP, 2020)

2.4.1. Land:

Colonial settlements are the single most important element shaping life in the
West Bank. Their destructive impact on the human rights of Palestinians far exceeds the
hundreds of thousands of dunams seized to build them. (B Tselem T. 1., 2017).

Based on all the aforementioned Israeli practices and the confiscation of lands
for the establishment and expansion of colonial settlements of all kinds, whether they
are agricultural, industrial zones, or erected for ideological reasons. This leads to the
confiscation of the fertile agricultural lands owned by the Palestinians and from which
they live, and it also leads to the confiscation of more agricultural lands to build bypass
roads and use these lands to bear the consequences of colonial settlement expansion and

cause more damage to them through.
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2.4.2. \Water:

Water demand is increasing, primarily due to population growth. The annual

domestic supply gap for Gaza and the West Bank is projected to be approximately 79
and 92 mcm respectively by 2025 unless supply and service options are expanded. Half
of the Palestinian wells in the West Bank have dried up over the last 20 years. Quantities
of water purchased from the Israeli water company, Mekorot, are increasing, and the
Palestinian Authority’s debt for such water purchases was estimated at US$335 million
in 2017. ( United Nations Environment Programme UNEP, 2020)
Since its establishment, Israel has taken practical steps to ensure its control over the
water resources in the region. Israel still accounts for most of the waters of the Jordan
River because it has influence in the region and thus violates the water rights of the
countries bordering the Jordan River, especially the Palestinian rights. Israel is working
to exploit the waters of the Jordan River through the Israeli national carrier, which
diverts water from the Sea of Galilee to the Negev desert and deprives the Palestinians
of their legitimate right to this water source. In addition, Israel drains approximately
82% of the annual renewable water in the aquifers in the West Bank to meet a quarter
of its water needs, while the amount of water consumed by the Palestinians constitutes
about 18% of this renewable amount. (ARIJ, The Palestinian environment between
reality and the celebration of its International Day, 2020)

ALHAQ and EWASH stated in a report published in 2021, that while a series of
droughts have affected the region in recent years, the water shortages in the West Bank
are not solely the result of natural phenomena. Indeed, water is not scarce in the region
as it contains several productive aquifers, generally replenished by ample rainfall, as

well as the Jordan River and other natural water sources. Rather, the lack of water for
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Palestinians is the result of deliberate acts and omissions of Israel. Israel's policies and
practices in the West Bank have been to expropriate and assert control over Palestinian
water resources as well as land, 7 maintain an unequal and discriminatory allocation of
water resources to benefit both Israeli citizens living in Israel and those living in West
Bank colonial settlements, which are illegal under international law, and prevent
Palestinians from developing or accessing their resources and thus undermining their
right to self-determination. This situation has been achieved primarily through the
issuance of military orders subsequent to the occupation, which transferred the power
over water resources and water resource management to the occupation authorities.
Civil administration laws and policies, particularly in the East Jerusalem area of the
West Bank, also contribute to violations of the rights to water and sanitation. The Oslo
peace process only served to formally institutionalize this arrangement. Under the terms
of the Oslo 11 Agreement of September 1995, for instance, Israel was allocated nearly
six times more water from transboundary underground aquifers. Furthermore, Israel
extracts more than that amount which jeopardizes the long-term sustainability of the
aquifer. One result of this discriminatory access to water is that today Israeli citizens
consume on average four to six times more water than a Palestinian living in the West
Bank.

Superimposing a map of the Wall over a map of Palestinian water resources provides a
striking illustration of how the Wall is encroaching not only on Palestinian land but
placing Palestinian water resources out of access and control of Palestinians and into
access and control of Israel. Indeed, the Wall is routed in such a way to deny access to
Palestinians to some of the richest water sources in the region — the areas of the Western

Aquifer that contain the most resources for extraction and development of wells. To
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date, tens of thousands of Palestinians have been cut off from access to these water
sources, as well as the land that was once used for agriculture and other means of
livelihood.

According to the Palestinian Water Authority, the Wall has thus far resulted in the de
facto annexation of agricultural wells in the West Bank that are capable of providing
500 million cubic meters of water per year and were essential for sustainable Palestinian
agriculture in the area. This loss cannot be replaced by the Palestinians as they have not
been allowed to drill any new wells since 1967 in the Western Aquifer, which is the
most productive aquifer in the region, and thus the Western Aquifer itself has essentially
been unlawfully annexed by Israel. (Sanitation and Hygiene group EWASH, AL-HAQ),

2021).

2.4.3. Wastewater:

A Study prepared by Premiere Argence Internationale about Environmental
Impunity and The Impact of Colonial settlement Waste Water Discharge in The West
Bank found that, in the West Bank, Palestinians are surrounded by 250-260 Israeli
colonial settlements and outposts, built in contravention of international law, 50-60
colonial settlements, discharge 35-40 million cubic meters of wastewater onto
Palestinian land per year. The human impact of colonial settlements’ wastewater
discharge is substantial: Palestinian land is badly polluted, preventing landowners from
using affected areas for agriculture or other livelihood purposes, thus curtailing
economic opportunity. In addition, prolonged exposure to sewage has serious health

implications for the local population. Giving example, some Palestinian villages like
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Nahalin 24 which used to be the bread basket for Bethlehem area, village was well
known for beekeeping and tens of beehives still exist in Nahalin today. The village is
also known locally for its almond and olive trees, vineyards, parsley, and, vegetables,
namely onions and beans. The built-up area of Nahalin consists of roughly 730 dunums,
20 of which make up the old center of the village. Like many other villages and towns
in Palestine colonial settlements built on the land surrounding those villages are affected
by colonial settlement sewage dumps which forces the population of those villages to
lose their main income from agriculture, where 500 hundred agricultural lands are
affected by the Israeli colonial settlements sewage dump, and the income of 580 families
has been directly affected by this deletion, beside the very bad effect of the sewage on
the environment around and causing of different kinds of illness like skin and respiratory
diseases. The attached film in the report highlights the suffering of the residents due to
the pollution of the environment surrounding their villages, which forces them to move
away from them and thus threatens to be confiscated by settlers.
(Premiere.Urgence.Internationale, 2021).

To see more about Nahalin case the video https://youtu.be/SSgpH6n-svA ?°. Can be

watched.
The Israeli Ministry of Environmental Protection in cooperation with the Israel
Nature and National Parks Protection Authority and the Israeli Civil Administration

published a report last week on monitoring West Bank streams (streams pollution

24 Nahalin Palestinian village located in the Bethlehem Governorate to the southwest of Bethlehem in the
West Bank. her village is located inside an enclave in the Gush Etzion colonial settlement bloc,
surrounded by the Israeli colonial settlements of Gvaot, Rosh Tzurim, Neve Daniel and Betar Illit.[4]
After the Oslo Accords in 1995, 91% of Nahalin land was classified as Area C.

% Related Video prepared by: Premiére.Urgence. Internationale, January 28, 2021, Environmental
Impunity: The Impact of Colonial Settlements Waste Water Discharge in the West Bank,
https://youtu.be/SSgpH6N-SVA .
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evaluation); the report points out that the wastewater flowing from Palestinian
communities is the main source of contamination of water sources. At the same time,
the report didn’t specify the harmful practices of Israeli settlers against the Palestinian
environment, which significantly contribute to the degradation and depletion of natural
resources and transform Palestinian areas into garbage dumps.

It is well known that the illegal Israeli colonial settlements built on the lands of the
occupied Palestinian Territory discharge their untreated wastewater into the Palestinian
valleys and agricultural areas without any commitment to environmental standards and
with indifference to Palestinian citizens living in the vicinity of the valleys who plan
those agricultural areas which provide them with their livelihood.

Moreover, the Israeli report doesn't mention the role played by the Israeli factories in
the destruction of the Palestinian environment. These factories dispose of their industrial
wastewater, which contains hazardous materials and toxic heavy metals and pigments,
without any treatment near the Palestinian communities and adjacent valleys. This
threatens the Palestinian population in those areas with significant health risks;
additional adverse effects include groundwater pollution and destruction of nature and
crops. A good example of this is the Barkan Israeli industrial zone and areas west of
Ariel colonial settlements, which were built on the lands of the Salfit governorate in
1981, and is considered to be one of the largest Israeli industrial zones in the region.
These trends are also visible in the Tulkarem areas, especially west of the town of
Tulkarem, where there are many Israeli factories, including factories for agricultural
pesticides, paints, dyes, and plastics. (ARIJ, Refute the report of the Israeli occupation
authorities, which accuses the Palestinians of polluting the environment and water

sources, 2008).
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Freshwater courses and groundwater in the West Bank and Gaza are being polluted by
waste from Palestinian towns and villages and Israeli colonial settlements. Untreated
wastewater infiltrates into the groundwater of the Mountain Aquifer, affecting its
quality: localized high concentrations of chlorides and nitrates have been identified. The
Mountain Aquifer is contaminated by the leaching of toxins from unregulated vehicle
dismantling and e-waste industries. ( United Nations Environment Programme UNEP,

2020)

2.4.4. Industrial Waste:

B’Tselem 2017 research has found that there are at least fifteen waste treatment
facilities in the West Bank. Most of the waste they process is produced in Israel.5 Six
of the facilities handle the hazardous waste which requires special processes and
regulatory supervision due to the dangers it poses, including toxicity, mutagenicity
(carcinogenicity), infectiousness, flammability, and combustibility.

Israel produces some 350,000 metric tons [1 metric ton = 1,000 kg] of hazardous waste
each year. About 60% of it is organic waste, including used solvents, oils, and other
materials. About 10% of the waste contains metals: mostly lead from the battery
industry, but also lithium batteries, aluminum, copper, zinc, and silver, among others.
The rest of the waste is made up of hazardous-material packaging, contaminated soil,
and industrial wastewater. Hazardous waste is produced by almost all industrial sectors:
chemical, pharmaceutics, agricultural raw materials, high-tech, metals, the military
industry, fuel and oil production, paint production, and more. Additional hazardous
waste is produced in places such as medical facilities, farms, and car repair shops.

The findings presented in this report reveal another facet of the Israeli policy of using

Palestinian space and Palestinian residents for the state’s benefit. As an integral part of
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its waste management apparatus, Israel — abusing its status as an occupying power —
transfers to the West Bank large amounts of waste (including hazardous waste)
generated inside its territory. This report presented but a few examples of this practice.
(B’Tselem, 2017)

The findings presented in this report reveal an even grimmer situation. A significant
portion of the 38% of waste recycled or recovered is treated in the West Bank, occupied
territory that is four times smaller than Israel’s sovereign territory. Israel regards the
facilities built in the West Bank as part of its local waste management system and counts

the waste processed there towards its figures in this field.

2.4.5. Israeli Quarries:

The resources of an occupied territory are supposed to be used to benefit the
local population unless they are needed for an urgent military purpose. However, in a
ruling given on 26 December 2011, Israel's High Court of Justice established a new rule
enabling the state and private Israeli enterprises to loot quarries in the West Bank. The
decision completely contradicts international law and principles that have guided High
Court rulings in the last thirty years. There is cause for great concern that the ruling will
enable Israel to treat the West Bank and its resources as if they have been annexed to
the state, without taking the human rights of Palestinians into account.?

"Assuming no political changes will occur"

Znternational law. Super-principles of the international law of occupation, enshrined in sections 43 and
55 of the Hague Regulations, forbid the occupying state to use the natural resources in the occupied
territory for its own economic purposes. The occupying state may only use the fruits of these resources
for the benefit of the local population or for its imperative military needs.

The occupying State shall be regarded only as administrator and usufructuary of public buildings, real
estate, forests, and agricultural estates belonging to the hostile State, and situated in the occupied country.
It must safeguard the capital of these properties, and administer them in accordance with the rules of
usufruct.
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Israeli quarry operations in the West Bank began in the mid-1970s. According to Civil
Administration figures, there are now ten Israeli-owned quarries in Area C, eight of
them active. All the quarries are in what Israel has declared "state land". According to
the state’s estimates, these quarries produce some 12 million tons of mined material a
year, 94 percent of which is taken to Israel. The excavated product accounts for one-
quarter of Israel’s consumption of mined material.

In 2008, the national outline plan for mining and excavation sites for the construction
and paving market, prepared by the Israeli Ministry of the Interior, relied on the
assumption that these quarries would continue to supply Israel with material for the
coming 30 years, “assuming no political changes will occur in the borders of Area C.”
In 2009, the quarry owners paid the Civil Administration royalties of 25 million shekels.
(B’Tselem T. 1., High Court sanctions looting: Israeli quarries in the West Bank, 2012).
Eleven Israeli industrial complexes are located in the West Bank, and small-scale
industrial/ commercial activities are located in Israeli colonial settlements. Israel applies
environmental regulations in these installations, but inside colonial settlements, the Israeli
licensing and monitoring mechanisms for industries are less exhaustive in certain aspects
than those applied inside Israel. Israeli companies also own and administer at least eight
quarries in the West Bank. A further seven quarries are under Palestinian ownership. In
several cases, nearby towns and villages are affected by chemical and wastewater runoff,
odours?” and dust from industries and quarries. ( United Nations Environment Programme

UNEP, 2020).

20dour a distinctive smell, especially an unpleasant one.” the odor of cigarette smoke”
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After reviewing the previous literature, all of which dealt with the impact of
colonial settlements on the most important components of the environment in the
Palestinian territories (Land and Water), especially the West Bank (our field of
research), we find that there is a gap in the knowledge of the aforementioned impact
of Israeli colonial settlements and land use on the environment in the Palestinian
territories and their relationship with aspects of the social and economic life of the
Palestinian population.

In addition, previous studies based on assumption of the existing political situation,
that is, the state of the conflict between the Palestinians and Israel in light of the Oslo
Agreement, which has been suspended for more than two decades without progress
to reach a final political solution, while Israel’s persistence in its plans Previously
explained in this research about building more colonial settlements that serve its
political, economic interests and seizing the largest amount of land and water sources,
violating all international laws and the United Nations resolutions regarding The

occupied Palestinian Land in the year 1967.
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CHAPTER II1

Results and Discussion:
In this chapter, the results of the experts’ interviews will be presented and

analyzed, political scenarios due to Israeli colonial settlements in the West Bank will be
designed and the main political, economic, and socially influential and affected factors
will be analyzed due to their relation to the impact of Israeli colonial settlement on the

environment in Palestine.

3.1. Results and Discussion of the Interviews:

Israeli colonial settlement in the West Bank is not a random process, to answer
the research question about Israeli colonial settlement in Palestinian land process and its
strategic effect on the environment and its relation to Palestinian life aspect, especially
economic and social ones, the researchers targeted experts in the colonial settlement,
economy, urban planning, environment, water and political situation in Palestine. Those
experts represented the Palestinian Government, Professors from Palestinian and Israeli
Universities, and representatives of public and nongovernmental Palestinian bodies.

An instrument of nineteen questions was developed and reviewed by experts. The
researcher opened a discussion with targeted experts, each one separately within an
individual interview. Table 2: Table of Expert’s Interviews and Results shows the
interviews’ results, where the concordance and the disagreement between the answers of

the experts to each question.
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Table 2: Table of Expert’s Interviews and Results

Research Question: According to different political scenarios, what will be the impact of

land use and colonial settlement on the environment in Palestine, and how does it affect

the Palestinian economic and social life?

Question Question Concordance between Disagreement between
no. expert answers expert answers
Q.1 What is Israel's . Strategic Colonial settlement goals:

strategy in
distributing colonial
settlements? And
how does this affect
the depletion of
natural resources
over future

generations?

Obijectives of Israeli
colonial settlement:

1- Controlling the entire
Palestinian land

2- Ending the possibility
of establishing a
Palestinian state

3- Control over natural
resources

4- The fragmentation of
the Palestinian existence
5- Controlling strategic
locations and
mountaintops

o Types of colonial

settlements:

The basic idea of colonial
settlement is: The West
Bank is Jewish, so the
settler regains ownership of
his land.

o Colonial
settlements are distributed
based on the distribution of
natural resources:

1- They started with land
confiscation.

2- Economic aspects such
as agriculture

3- Natural resources of
forests and minerals

5- Natural resources such

as stone
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1- Industrial colonial
settlements

2- Residential colonial
settlements

3- Agricultural colonial
settlements

4- Pastoral colonial

settlements

6- Water, which is linked
to political issues

7- Air for
telecommunication

8- Petroleum and natural
gas

9- In the Negeyv, they
invested early in minerals
such as petroleum and
phosphates and minerals
such as copper

* Control over the land has
two dimensions: politics

and economics.

Q2.

How do the Israeli
colonial settlements
in the Palestinian
territories
contribute to
disturbing the
ecological balance

in the region?

The colonial settlements
distorted the
environmental witness,
which is built on the
normal topography.

* The West Bank is a
dumping ground for waste
from colonial settlements
in the West Bank and

Israel

o Colonial settlement
threatens the environment
that has developed
organically and constitutes
a hybrid and accidental
interference on it and thus
prevents its natural renewal
and sustainability and

leading to its pollution




72

* Colonial settlements
polluted groundwater

* The damages of land use
by settlers on the
environment are
summarized in the
damages to the elements
(water, people, soil,
agricultural wealth - plants
and animals).

* Destruction of
agricultural land

¢ Destruction of wildlife,
including plants and
animals, which affects the
natural diversity
 Dangerous factories were
established in the West
Bank and along the Green
Line, which negatively
affects the health of the
Palestinians

The most important effects

of bypass roads in addition

* The struggle over water is
the struggle of managing
water, not its availability or
lack thereof

* The environment is not an
essential element for the
Israelis / what is important
to them is security, politics,
and control over land and
natural resources

* There is a decision by
Israel to preserve the
environment in the
Palestinian territories, due
to the presence of Israelis
residing there

o The effects of
colonial settlements on the
environment come in two
main axes:

o Pollution of all
elements of the
environment/wastewater/

solid waste/air pollution
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to their impact on the
environment:

* Separation of regions
socially and economically

» Aimed at security control

o Depletion of
natural resources/land and

water

Qs. Does Israel practice | There is a duality in the * The law is the same, but
double laws laws related to the the Palestinian Authority
regarding the environment in licensing has failed to sue Israel and
environment Israeli factories that work | settlers in Israeli courts and
between companies | in Israel and their international courts.
and factories that counterparts working in
work inside Israel the Palestinian territories.
and their
counterparts that
work in Israeli
colonial settlements
built on Palestinian
lands?

Q4. How does Israel Israel violates the Charter | The problem is a political

violate international
law through its
support for colonial
settlements and its

impact on the

of the United Nations, the
Rome Statute establishing
the International Criminal
Court, the Human Rights

Council, and the fourth

matter / the Palestinians do
not want to go to the Israeli
courts / they want to go to

the international courts, but

the environmental damage
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environment in the

Geneva Conventions,

must be proven in front of

Palestinian especially the Lanai these courts
territories, Convention.

especially

considering water

resources and their

appropriation?

Q5. What is the . Confiscation of « The status of fear on both
relationship of the lands and depriving sides are being used by
environmental Palestinians of expansion | Israel for more attacks
impact of the Israeli | led to social, under the pretext of
colonial settlements | environmental, and health | protecting the settlers
on the social life of | effects/there are directand | e The colonial
the Palestinians? indirect effects settlements do not see the

* The theft of resources Palestinians and the

leads to the destruction of | Palestinians do not see the

the Palestinian economy colonial settlements, but

and thus the voluntary the environment is the

displacement of same / the same mountain,

Palestinian citizens the same plain, the
same...../ and this is the
real problem

Q6. What is the * Violations against o In some of the

relationship of the

agricultural lands, such as

lands that were reclaimed
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environmental
impact of the Israeli
colonial settlements
on the economic
life of the

Palestinians?

uprooting trees and
burning crops, destroy the
Palestinian economy

* The religious settlers
believe that the
Palestinians should be
turned into workers
(lumberjacks and
waterers), according to the
biblical narrative

* Migration from village to
city affects negatively the
agricultural sector.

* The Palestinian citizen
cannot cover the costs of
agriculture in light of the
high-water prices, which
led to the Palestinians'
reluctance to farm and
migrate to the city and
thus leave the land, which
leads to the ease of seizing
it by the Israelis and

colonial settling there

by the settlers were
protected from
desertification and were
converted into productive
agricultural lands that
depend on machines for
agriculture, which could
have been done by the
Palestinians, but they did
not.

o The presence of
colonial settlements leads
to attracting Palestinian
labor, leaving agricultural
lands, reluctance to
establish national
industries, and searching
for a faster and financially
better source of livelihood.
o Destruction of the
environment means the
destruction of resources,
especially water and

agricultural lands, and
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* In the northern Jordan
Valley, the Palestinians
cannot dig artesian wells,
especially in state lands,
because this will lead to
the creation of life and a
Palestinian presence in
these lands. Therefore,
Israel prevents the
Palestinians from digging
these wells for geopolitical
considerations, forcing the
Bedouins in these areas to
buy water that is stored in

tanks.

therefore there are no
opportunities for the
Palestinians to do
development, and this is
part of besieging the
Palestinian presence in the
presence of a Jewish
society that steals these
resources for its benefit
o The most important
resources that settlers
target are:

- Stones

- Petroleum

- Phosphate

- Salt

- Oily Rock

- Water

- Farmland

- Air which is used for
communications, as
Palestinian telecom

companies are not allowed
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to use towers built on top

of Palestinian mountains

Q7. In light of the * The declared political * The duplicity of the
international position is different from | world's treatment of
community's the real position of the colonial settlement is
rejection of colonial | world, and this indicates demonstrated through the
settlements, what hypocrisy at the global BDS campaign
are the dimensions | level ¢ The mouthpiece of the
of foreign * The political positionis | world says that no country
companies working | completely different from | dares to take an official
in Israeli colonial that of the private sector position against colonial
settlements through settlements or anything
permits issued by else without the approval
the occupying of Israel
power, especially in * A kind of promotion for
Area C? - such as the acceptance of Israel in
stone quarries- the international

community as if it were a
bribe to buy the
international position in the
face of the Arabs who
support the Palestinians.

Q8. What are the * The Palestinians' * To be disrupted and

dimensions of

approval of the partnership

impossible conditions to
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Israel's requirement
to give permits to
Palestinian landfills
to absorb colonial
settlement waste,
even though these
landfills come
under international
funding or foreign
donors, and how
does this violate
international law in
light of the
illegality of colonial

settlements?

in the landfills. This means
giving legitimacy to the
colonial settlements

* These conditions are
considered by Israel and
the financiers, especially
the European Union, to be
misleading and defrauding
international law

* Submission to these
conditions is submission to
the will of some countries
that are trying to
circumvent the Palestinian
will and destabilize the
possibility of going to
international courts to stop
the violations practiced by
Israel, especially colonial
settlements, and the
resulting violations in
various fields, including

the environment

force the Palestinians to
agree to implement joint

projects with the Israelis.
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Qo. How many * Every colonial settlement | o Number of
industrial zones are | has an industrial zone Industrial Zones (5,17,23)
in the colonial * Industrial zones benefit * There is no economic
settlements and how | from Palestinian lands impact of these industrial
are they distributed? | through state facilities, zones on the lives of
Does it have a cheap labor, and cheap Palestinians
positive impact on | water
the economic life of
the Palestinians, as
Israel claims?

Q10. What are the most * Since 1967, no * Today, seawater is

important obstacles
that Israel places for
the Palestinians to
benefit from the
water resources in
the Palestinian

territories?

agricultural well has been
drilled by the Palestinians
* Palestinians are allowed
to use less than 15% of the
water in the aquifers in the
Palestinian territories

* The Palestinians cannot
dig wells more than 200
meters, while the Israelis
can get to the deeper

groundwater

desalinated in Hadera and
Ashkelon and it is pumped
to all of Israel, and
therefore even if there is a
lack of rain, there is no
problem with water in
Israel

* Today the struggle over
water management is used
to weaken the Palestinians,
and therefore the one who
controls the water

management is Israel,
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which decides where the
water goes, whether to
Palestinian villages and
towns or the colonial
settlements

* The settler consumes 6
times more water than the
Palestinian citizen because
the state gives him water at
a simple price, while the
Palestinian buys water at
an expensive price that
reaches more than 6 times
its cost / so the problem is
a price problem. If the
Palestinian pays the same
price that the settler pays,
he can get the same share
while the settler pays 7
shekels for the cubic meter,
while the government
subsidizes it and covers the
costs of water and

electricity for him.
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* In the northern Jordan
Valley, the Palestinians
cannot dig artesian wells,
especially in the so-called

state land.

Q11.

Why does Israel
pollute the
groundwater despite
its plans to seize it
for the benefit of

the settlers?

» Water pollution serves
long-term strategic goals
that enable Israel to
control more lands,
groundwater, and springs
through the Palestinians'
abandonment of these
lands due to water
pollution.

* They pollute the wells
and springs near the
Palestinians so that the
Palestinians are forced
later to buy clean water
from the springs under
their control and the
migration of the springs
near the Palestinian

communities so that they

Because the pollution is
from surface water / the
Palestinians are allowed to
use surface water, which is
the water that is polluted /
as for the settlers, they use
wells deeper than 500
meters that the pollution

cannot reach.
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can later control those

springs and wells.

Q12.

At the official
Palestinian level,
who is responsible
for following up on
colonial settlements
in the Palestinian
territories and their
environmental
impact, as well as
studying and
evaluating this
impact and its
relationship to the
lives of

Palestinians?

Palestinian official bodies
focus on monitoring
violations only due to their

weak resources.

Q13.

Are there strategic
plans in the
Palestinian
government to face
the environmental

impact of the

There is no environmental
assessment work / that
does not exist in the
official institution / There
is a major failure of
Palestinian policies in the

face of colonial settlement
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colonial

settlements?

and all its effects, whether
social, economic,

environmental, or other.

Q14.

In light of the
increase in the
number of Israeli
settlers in the
Palestinian
territories by 3.4%,
according to
B'Tselem, how do
you see the
Palestinian
territories in the
year 2040? (About

20 years later).

* Population communities
are small spots with a
large population density
that need tight plans to
face any environmental
damage

* The number of
Palestinians will be less
than the number of

settlers.

There were two completely
different opinions:

The first opinion @)

* A Palestinian and Israeli
leader who believes in
peace and building a state
on the 1967 borders must

come
(The second opinion@)

* There will be two states
in the West Bank / an
underground state and an
above-ground state

* The state above the
ground is the colonial
settlements with their
streets and infrastructure
* The underground state is
the Palestinian

communities and the
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communication between

them through tunnels and

bridges.

Q15. In light of the . Non-approval of Israel acts in the West
restrictions imposed | the structural maps of the | Bank as if it will go one
by Israel on the Palestinian communities, | day and thus drains
urban expansion of | e There is no outlet | resources as soon as
Palestinian for the residents or tourist | possible.
population centers, | areas and thus the
how do you see its | Palestinians are subjected
impact on the to oppression and pressure.
geography of the . Confiscation of
Palestinian lands leads the citizen to
territories, and the | search for another source
population of livelihood other than
distribution in these | agriculture, which is the
lands? How does | traditional and natural
this affect the social | source for Palestinians
and economic life | across generations.
of Palestinians?

Q16. What is the impact | ¢ The Palestinians' --

of Palestinian
migration from the

village to the city in

reluctance to farm and
choose to migrate to the

city and thus leave the
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the expansion of

colonial settlement?

land, which leads to the
ease of seizing it in favor
of colonial settlement

* Leaving agricultural
lands and reluctance to
establish national
industries and the search
for a faster and financially
better source of livelihood,
leads to ease of settlers'
control over the lands and
the expansion of colonial

settlements

Q17.

What are the most
important 5
mechanisms to
resist Israeli
colonial settlement
in the Palestinian

Land?

« Strategic planning to face
colonial settlement and its
damage to the
environment

* Empowering Bedouin
communities and
increasing them with tools
of stability, giving them
names, and recognizing
them as Palestinian

villages

* Develop plans to return to
the unilaterally evacuated
colonial settlements.

* The Palestinian
government adopts
individual cases that
Palestinian citizens plead
against the colonial
settlements.

* The Palestinian Authority

must create a state of safety
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* Activating the
participatory and
cooperative economic
system to empower
farmers

* Supporting the popular
resistance and activating
the guard committees by
framing this resistance and
adopting it strategically.

* Raising awareness about
the danger of colonial
settlement and its effects.
o Activating the role
of the official Palestinian
institution.

o Enforcing the law
on Palestinians
collaborating with the
occupation, and punishing
violators and those who
cause damage to the

environment.

for the Palestinian citizen
so that they can face the

settler.
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o Imposing a fait
accompli by establishing
projects in lands
threatened with
confiscation

o Changing the
discourse between the
Palestinian Authority and
the Palestinian citizen,
which is characterized by
mistrust

o Providing
infrastructure for areas
threatened by colonial
settlement.

o Agricultural
development for areas
threatened with
confiscation

o Strengthening the
Palestinian social structure
o Pushing the private
sector to take the initiative

in Palestinian resources in
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ways that include creative
ideas

o Investing in
expanding the structural
plans to protect the largest
area of land

o Change laws that
make it easier to obtain

building permits

Q1s. Are Palestinian No, all existing initiatives | --
development plans | and existing successes are
consistent with the | individual and do not
Palestinians' efforts | come within a well-
to resist colonial thought-out plan and
settlements? strategy adopted by the
government
Q109. Any additions that | e The Ukrainian war will affect the colonial

can enrich the

search?

settlement movement, due to the expectations of the
migration of Ukrainian Jews to Israel, and thus the
possibility of their colonial settlement in the Palestinian
territories.

o Within the year 2065, more than 40% of Israel’s
population will be religious orthodox Jews (Heradime),

who will be used to settle in the west bank. Those Jews
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believe that Palestine is Jewish land, and should be
returned to its original owners.

* What is happening in the West Bank is an ethnic
cleansing process against the Palestinian Bedouins

* Before the establishment of the Palestinian Authority,
we were stronger and more organized

The Israeli mentality considers the West Bank to be
disputed lands, not occupied lands.

o Bypass roads, which are more than 550 km long,
and link colonial settlements with each other, which is
prohibited for Palestinians, as communication between
Palestinian communities will be through tunnels, and
Palestinian communities will be transformed into
separate cantons.

o The sites for building colonial settlements are
chosen on top of the mountains at central points that
enable settlers to monitor a group of Palestinian
communities around the colonial settlement or outpost
(visual range or vision).

o Expanding and fattening the existing colonial
settlements is another dangerous form of colonial

settlement, not just adding new colonial settlements.
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o The settlers by law are citizens of the state and
live-in occupied lands, and therefore, they cannot be
equated with the law with citizens residing in the state.
o Concerning industrial waste / poor communities
always suffer from pollution because rich societies
export their waste to poor areas and this is all over the
world.

o The Jordan Valley area has been transformed
from a Palestinian food basket into a colonial settlement
investment project.

o Israeli agricultural production, which relies on
machinery and cheap labor, constitutes a strong
competitor to the relatively expensive traditional
Palestinian agriculture.

o Control over the land has two dimensions:
politics and economics.

o The Matityahu Druples plan is the basis for the
entire work of the Israeli government, and all that we see
now of colonial settlements, bypass roads, and others are
consistent with this plan.

o Druples plan aims to tighten control over the
West Bank in a complete security and military manner,
reduce the Palestinian presence, and strengthen the

Israeli presence.
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o All the current bypass roads that we see now are
what is mentioned in Scheme 50 attached to Druples
Plan.

o Israel focuses on the areas of Qalgilya and Salfit
in colonial settlement projects, not only for sake of water
but for sake of oil too. There is an oil and gas field that
extends between Qalgilya and villages west of Ramallah
district. It contains about 82.5 billion cubic feet of gas,
and it could be much larger, according to recent
discoveries and estimates.

o From the days of the British occupation, the
Israelis know that the Qalgilya and Salfit area is an oil
area, but the Palestinians are not allowed to explore for
oil and gas there.

o Areas south of the Dead Sea, next to Yatta, there
is an oil well that is currently in use.

o There are three oil wells close to Rantis and it is
currently used, although the excavations are close to the
Green Line, but the wells are in the West Bank areas,
and there is a possibility that a fourth well is in the same
area.

o The Israeli agricultural sector consumes nearly
half of the renewable water in Palestine, while its

participation in the Israeli national product does not
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exceed 2%, which indicates the Israelis’ competition for
the time in the depletion of water resources in Palestine.
o Oslo is a transitional phase that ends in 1999, and
therefore the water granted at the time is sufficient for
the residents in that endowment / since then in light of
the increase in population until 2022, no well has been
drilled except for a very small number that does not
exceed several wells only.

o The water in the three aquifers is 679 million
cubic meters, fed from the lands of the West Bank. The
Palestinians use only 118 million cubic meters, whether

through wells.

. In the Palestinian territories or the territories of
1948.
. For the Israelis, the West Bank is a consumer

market in their strategic plans for 2040.

According to the results of experts’ interviews, the following main results can be

summarized:

e Israeli colonial settlement in the West Bank is a process of force-displacement of

Palestinians, the land owners, and replacing them with Jewish settlers.

e Israeli Pollution of the Palestinian Environment is a way to force Palestinians to leave

their land.

e Israeli Controlling all the Palestinian Land, to end the possibility of establishing a

Palestinian state in the occupied territories in 1967.
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e Israeli Controlling and Depletion of Palestinian Natural Resources for the benefit of
colonial settlements is to transform the colonial settlements into an independent economic

entity.

e Occupied Palestinian Lands are rich in natural resources that the Palestinians cannot
benefit from it, at the same time it is stolen by the Israelis, in violation of international
laws and norms. As an example, according to (Dr. Abdallah Abdallah, personal
communication, April 4", 2022) — the image below shows an American military
base next to the green line, and the open area that the arrow points to is the oil and
gas field next to the Palestinian village Rantis

Figure 15:An image shows the oil field next to Rantis village to the west of Ramallah
city.

Source: Dr. Abdallah Abdallah, personal communication, April 4, 2022, Google Earth.
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3.2. Political Scenarios and Data Analysis:

Given all the data that were presented in previous studies and the opinions of
experts, the relationship between the increase of Israeli colonial settlement in the
Palestinian territories with its negative effects on the environment is a direct relationship.
The more colonial settlement increases and Israel’s confiscation of Palestinian lands for
various purposes that support colonial settlement, the greater its impact on the
environment through the destruction of agricultural lands and pollution of water, soil, and
air, distortion of the environmental landscape, and the natural development of wildlife,
whether plant or animal on the one hand and on the other hand, the depletion of natural
resources at the expense of the indigenous population (Palestinians) and depriving them
of their natural right to these resources.

By reading the history of colonial settlement and Israel’s plans since its establishment of
colonial settlement and confiscation of Palestinian lands under various pretexts such as
security and the religious narrative of the Jews, which considers Palestine to be the land
of the Jews and they have to return it to them.

In light of the international, regional, and local political conditions, whether Israeli or
Palestinian, we find that Israel is proceeding with its plans to attract the largest number
of settlers, build colonial settlements and confiscate lands to restrict the Palestinians and
eliminate the possibility of establishing a Palestinian entity in the occupied territories in
1967, as stated in the agreements that were signed between the two parties with an
international guarantee.

At the same time, there are some optimists on both sides who believe that the day will
come when the world becomes rational, and conscious leaders from both sides will find

a solution based on international resolutions, ending the Israeli occupation of Palestinian
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lands occupied in 1967, and halting colonial settlements.
According to the above, four possible scenarios can be presented as follows:
i. Keep the current situation (an increase of colonial settling by 3.4 annually).
[which keeps harming the environment in the Palestinian Land].
ii. Colonial settlement acceleration than it is in the current situation.
[more possible damage to the Palestinian Environment].
iii. Stop adding new colonial settlements.
[unfair distribution of natural resources, freezing the effects on the environment, and
maintaining their current status].
iv. Remove the colonial settlements.
[Stop harming the environment by Israelis, which needs a long time until the
environment
return normal].

Creating scenarios is an essential part of most future work. A scenario is a set of
indicators and events that we envision in the future with a description of what the future
might be then. Each scenario must be consistent, realistic, and easy to read by the
influencers and those affected. (MASARAT, 2020).

3.3. Factors Related to Analyzing Scenarios:

A scenario is a product of analyzing the process of related indicators (factors) and
cross-analysis of expected relationships. There are three groups of factors that affect the
possible scenarios according to Israeli colonial settlement acceleration in the West Bank,
the following factors will be taken into consideration when analyzing the political

scenarios.
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3.3.a. Political Factors:

I. International support of Israel.
Israel's practice of exploitation of natural resources, which according to the Special
Rapporteur violates not only international humanitarian law but also international human
rights law and international environmental law. According to Article 55 of the 1907
Hague Regulations stipulates that the occupying power is acting “only as administrator
and usufructuary” of the public immovable property of the occupied territory. Flowing
from this, it must safeguard the capital of these resources according to the principle of
conservation. Accordingly, the occupying power has no legal authority to exploit any of
the resources and property of the territory for the benefit of its economy.2®

Despite violating international laws and agreements, the world does not act to force Israel
to stop, but, on the contrary, the world provides absolute support to Israel through the
great support of the global Zionist movement to Israel or by disrupting any UN resolutions
that could condemn Israel and force it to stop its illegal and brutal practices against the
Palestinians, especially building more colonial settlements and stealing natural resources
in the Palestinian occupied land and keeping the Palestinians suffering from restrictions

and not allowing them to obtain their natural resources.

ii. Palestinian negotiator challenges.

Considering the negotiations between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization,
which resulted in the Oslo 1 and Oslo 2 agreements, experts believe that the Palestinian
negotiating teams did not have the experience that would enable them to face their Israeli

counterparts, which were highly prepared and fully aware of the distribution of natural

ZMichael Lynk, 2019. Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territory, Occupation and Natural Resources:
https://casebook.icrc.org/
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resources and strategic areas and their distribution in maps showing the distribution of
land according to their ownership, the result was agreements that put more than 61% of
the West bank under full control of Israel (Area C), which made it easy for Israel to
confiscate lands and seize water, gas, minerals, oil, agricultural lands, and others.

iii. The fragility of the signed agreements between Israel and the Palestinians.

The 1995 Oslo Il Accord divided the West Bank into three types of areas. Concentrations
of the Palestinian population in built-up areas, which were —and still are — home to most
of the Palestinian population in the West Bank, were designated Areas A and B and
officially handed over to Palestinian Authority control. They are dotted throughout the
West Bank in 165 disconnected ‘isolated areas. The remaining 61% of the West Bank
was designated Area C — the land mass surrounding Areas A and B, where Israel retains
full control over security and civil affairs, including planning, building, laying
infrastructure, and development. This artificial division, which was meant to remain in
effect for five years only, does not reflect geographic reality or Palestinian space.?®

iv. The Palestinian Authority Challenges.

The formation of the Palestinian Authority came from the Palestinian leadership's
viewpoint as a means on the road to the future state, and the basis that it is a transitional
stage. However, the Israeli behavior and several other repercussions made the tool
become a goal. As many crises have arisen in the way of the Palestinian Authority it has
become a thorn in the formation of a democratic political system that will develop into a
state. (MASARAT, 2020).

v. Lack of political horizon for the Palestinians.

The state of division between the parts of Palestinian land (West Bank and Gaza), the

29 B Tselem, 2019. Planning Policy in the West Bank: https://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building
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monopoly of authority in each part for one political party and not others (Fateh and
Hamas), in addition to the suspension of negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians
since 2012 at the request of the President of the Palestinian Authority and not to return,
until colonial settlement stops and Israel recognizes the right of the Palestinian people to
establish their state.

The decline in the interest of the Arabs and National community in the Palestinian cause,
especially after the Arab Spring, and then the COVID-19 pandemic, all of this led to a
lack of clarity for any future political horizon for the Palestinian cause.

vi. The declaration of the nationalism of Israel as a Jewish state and the annexation plan.

Just as Israel is prepared to recognize a Palestinian state, the Palestinians must be prepared
to recognize a Jewish state,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) in Washington, March 4, 2014. *°

The question is, how does this will affect the Israeli colonial settlement in Palestine?

After declaring Judaism of the state of Israel, experts in Israeli affairs expect that, in the
year 2065, more than 40% of Israel’s population will be religious orthodox Jews
(Heradime), who will be used to settle in the west bank. Those Jews believe that Palestine
is Jewish land, and should be returned to its original owners.

Israel also will attract Ukrainian Jewish refugees after the Russian war against Ukraine,
given that Israel is the promised safe homeland for the oppressed Jews in the world

according to Jewish ideology.

30 REUTERS/ Crispian Balmer, 2014. 'Jewish state' recognition adds new Israeli-Palestinian trip wire:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-palestinians-israel-recognition-idUSBREA240YJ20140305
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3.3.b. Economic Factors:

i.Israeli control of natural resources.

e According to the Oslo Il accords, more than 60% of the Palestinian Land occupied in
1967 is under full control of Israelis.

e Land and Water are the main components of any economic system, The Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics estimated that until 2019 Israel had confiscated 40 percent of
West Bank land, including East Jerusalem (by various means. Since 1967, Israel has
resorted to several measures in its attempt to extract as much Palestinian land as possible
in the occupied Palestinian Land, especially in the West Bank, and among the measures
of declaring state lands, or military areas, seizing the property of absentees, or
confiscating them under the pretext of the public interest, and others.

¢ According to the experts, colonial settlements are distributed based on the distribution of
natural resources:

1- They started with the land confiscation — West Bank.

2- Economic aspects such as agriculture - Jordan Valley.

3- Natural resources of forests and minerals — Mountain Area and Jordan Valley.

5- Natural resources such as stone — Mountain Area

6- Water, which is linked to political issues — Western and Eastern Aquatic.

7- Air for telecommunication — Mountain Area.

8- Petroleum and natural gas -Gaza, Mediterranean, and other different locations in the
West Bank.

9- In the Negev, they invested early in minerals such as petroleum and phosphates and
minerals such as copper.

10- Dead Sea Minerals Industry.
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ii. Israeli depletion of natural resource
Despite the support that the Israeli colonial settlement take from the International Zionist
Movement through the Israeli governments, Israel seeks to develop the ability of the
colonial settlement able to invest in the natural resources in the Palestinian Lands
occupied in 1967 to finance the expansion of the colonial settlement project neglecting
the presence of more than seven million Palestinians and preventing them from using and
extracting their resources except to the minimum allowed by Israel, thus pushing them to
leave their land.

iii. Israeli obstacles to investment in the Palestinian territories.

e Since 1967, Israel has confiscated hundreds of thousands of agricultural dunums and
prevented the Palestinians from cultivating them, thus destroying the largest component
of the Palestinian economy historically (the Palestinians are farmers in the first place)

e The Israeli governments have given the settlers all the necessary capabilities to establish
modern agricultural colonial settlements that depend on technology. Therefore, the
Palestinian farmer, within his weak traditional capabilities, cannot compete with the
agricultural products of the colonial settlements.

e To take advantage of the privileges offered by the Israeli governments to the colonial
settlements, workshops, and factories have become established in almost all the colonial
settlement blocs, in addition to the main industrial zones (23 Israeli industrial zones),
which have become the reason for the closure of many Palestinian industries due to their
inability to compete due to the high cost and scarcity of resources.

e In addition to the obstacles that Israel places on any construction in Area C of any kind,
whether building factories, constructions, or even an agricultural shed

iv. Israel controls 61% of the West Bank according to Oslo Il accords.
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As mentioned before, the two main components of the economy are land and water, while
Israel controls 61% of the West Bank, this prevents the expansion of the Palestinian

communities and any economic development.

3.3.c. Social Factors:

I.High poverty and unemployment rates between Palestinians.

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS)

e The unemployment rate among labour force participants (15 years and above) in the
1st quarter of 2022 was about 25%. 3

e About a third of the Palestinians suffer from poverty, with a percentage of 29.3% at the
end of 2017.%

ii. Increasing extremism and hostility to Arabs and the percentage of religious people in the

Jews.

The Israeli apartheid regime and its representatives actively aid and abet the settlers’
violence as part of a strategy to cement the takeover of Palestinian land.
Since occupying the West Bank in 1967, Israel has misappropriated more than two
million dunams of land, [1 dunam = 1,000 square meters], which equals (200,000
hectares) throughout the West Bank. Israel uses this land for its own purposes, including
building new colonial settlements, expanding the territory they control — including
farmland and industrial zones — and paving roads that mainly serve the settler population.
West Bank colonial settlements dominate hundreds of thousands of dunams to which

Palestinians have limited access or none at all. Israel has taken over some of these areas

31 PCBS, The Results of The Labour Force Survey Fourth Quarter (January— March, 2022) Round:
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/post.aspx?lang=en&Iltem|D=4232

32 PCBS, Multidimensional poverty in Palestine Report, 2017: https://mppn.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/book2524-Palestine-1-27.pdf



https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/post.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=4232
https://mppn.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/book2524-Palestine-1-27.pdf
https://mppn.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/book2524-Palestine-1-27.pdf
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using official means: issuing military orders, declaring the area “state land,” a “firing
zone” or a “nature reserve,” and expropriating land. Other areas have been effectively
taken over by settlers through daily acts of violence, including attacks on Palestinians and
their property.
The two tracks appear unrelated: The state takes over land openly, using official methods
sanctioned by legal advisors and judges, while the settlers, who are also interested in
taking over land to further their agenda, initiate violence against Palestinians for their
own reasons. Yet in truth, there is only one track: Settler violence against Palestinians is
part of the strategy employed by Israel’s apartheid regime, which seeks to take over more
and more West Bank land. The state fully supports and assists these acts of violence, and
its agents sometimes participate in them directly. As such, settler violence is a form of
government policy, aided and abetted by official state authorities with their active
participation.
State violence — official and otherwise — is part and parcel of Israel’s apartheid regime,
which aims to create a Jewish-only space between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean
Sea. The regime treats land as a resource designed to serve the Jewish public and
accordingly uses it almost exclusively to develop and expand existing Jewish residential
communities and build new ones. At the same time, the regime fragments Palestinian
space, dispossesses Palestinians of their land, and, relegates them to living in small, over-
populated enclaves. (B'Tselem, Settler Violence = State Violence, 2021).

As mentioned, in the year 2065, more than 40% of Israel’s population will be
religious orthodox Jews (Heradime), who will be used to settle in the west bank. Those
Jews believe that Palestine is Jewish land and should be returned to its original owners,

and those Jews believe that Arabs should be lumberjacks and servants in Jewish farms.



103

Frustration of Palestinian youth and the trend of voluntary immigration.

Among the most important social risks that threaten Palestinian steadfastness are: high
levels of poverty and unemployment that are associated with high levels of crime and
violence, in addition to the emigration of young people and graduates, in particular, the
growth of clan and regional identities, and other sub-identities in light of the decline in
the mobilization and awareness-raising role of the PLO factions, and the inequity in the

distribution of jobs. (MASARAT, 2020)

. Demographic expansion of the Palestinians in light of the Prevention of the expansion of

structural plans:

In light of the natural demographic growth of Palestinian communities, it is necessary to
expand the structural plans of Palestinian cities and villages, most of which are located in
Areas A and B according to the Oslo Il classifications, whose area does not exceed a
quarter of the West Bank, but Israel, which controls Area C about 61% of the West Bank,
that surrounds these villages and cities, has the authority to approve the expansion of the
structural plans of these villages and cities.

According to B’Tselem, “Geared towards enabling Israel to use as much West Bank
land as possible, Israel’s planning policy prevents Palestinian development and
dispossesses Palestinians of their land.”

The Civil Administration (CA) — the branch of the Israeli military designated to handle
civil matters in Area C — refuses to prepare outline plans for the vast majority of
Palestinian communities there. As of November 2017, the Civil Administration had
drafted and approved plans for only 16 of the 180 communities which lie in their entirety
in Area C. The plans cover a total of 17,673 dunams (1 dunam = 1,000 square meters),

less than 1% of Area C, most of which are already built-up. The plans were drawn up
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without consulting the communities and do not meet international planning standards.
Their boundaries run close to the built-up areas of the villages, leaving out the land for
farming, grazing flocks, and future development. Since 2011, seeing that the Civil
Administration did not draft plans as it is obliged to do, dozens of Palestinian
communities — with the help of Palestinian and international organizations and in
coordination with the PA — drafted their plans. Some of the plans covered communities
or villages located in full in Area C and others covered places only partly in Area C. As
of September 2018, 102 plans had been submitted to the Civil Administration’s planning
bodies, but by the end of 2018, a mere five plans — covering an area of about 1,00 dunams
(or about 0.03% of Area C) — had received approval.

The demand for land for development has grown considerably since the 1995 division of
the West Bank: The Palestinian population has nearly doubled, and the land reserves in
Areas A and B have been nearly exhausted. Due to the housing shortage, much land still
available in these areas is used for residential construction, even if it is more suited for
other uses, such as agriculture.

Without land for construction, local Palestinian authorities cannot supply public services
that require new structures, such as medical clinics and schools, nor can they plan open
spaces for recreation within communities. Realizing the economic potential of Area C —
in branches such as agriculture, quarrying for minerals and stone for construction,
industry, tourism, and community development — is essential to the development of the
entire West Bank, including creating jobs and reducing poverty. Area C is also vital for
regional planning, including laying infrastructure and connecting Palestinian
communities throughout the West Bank. (B'Tselem, Planning Policy in the West Bank,

2017)
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v. The state of frustration and mistrust between the Palestinian people and their leadership.
The decline in the prestige of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), the overlap

of its role with the Palestinian Authority, the weakness of political parties and the
conflicts between them, the absence of a political horizon, high unemployment and
poverty rates, unfair distribution of jobs and resources, daily violence against the
Palestinian by Israeli army and settlers, all of these reasons created a status of frustration

and mistrust between the Palestinian people and their leadership, especially young people.
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3.4. Analyzing Scenarios

Four possible scenarios can be presented as follows:
I.Keep the current situation (an increase of colonial settling by 3.4 percent annually).

[Which keeps harming the environment in the Palestinian Land].

ii. Colonial settlement acceleration than it is current Situation.

[More possible damage to the Palestinian Environment].

iii. Stop adding new colonial settlements.

[Unfair distribution of natural resources, freezing the effects on the environment, and

maintaining their current status].

iv. Remove the colonial settlements.

[Stop harming the environment by Israelis, which needs a long time until the

environment returns to normal].

After reviewing all the mentioned political, economic, and social factors above, and
using the Strategic Choice Matrix Technique as indicated in Table 8: Political
Scenarios Analysis: (Strategic Choice Matrix) and Table 9: Calculation of Scenarios
Scores table., which have been included in Appendix 3: Scenario Matrix Analysis
and Calculation Tables, the researcher found that the Second Scenario is the scenario

with the highest score and therefore the probability of its occurrence is the highest.

Cross Matrix Technique will be used next to determine the most Influential and
Affected Political, Economic and Social factors related to the aspects that Israeli
Colonization that Affect the Palestinian Environment that has been mentioned at

CHAPTER |11, section 2.4., (2.4. How Does Israeli Colonial Settlement Affect the

Palestinian Environment and the Relation with Social and Economic Live 0Of ?)
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Table 3: Cross Matrix analysis of Political Factors that affect the Scenarios:

Affected Internatio | Weakness of | The fragility of the | Weakness Lack of The declaration of the | Total
nal the signed agreements of the political nationalism of Israel
_ support Palestinian between Israel and | Palestinian | horizon for the | as a Jewish state and
Influential of Israel. | negotiator the Palestinians Authority | Palestinians the annexation plan
International support 0 3 3 4 3 2 14
of Israel.
Weakness of the 1 0 4 4 3 0 12
Palestinian negotiator
The fragility of the 3 4 0 4 4 3 18

signed agreements
between Israel and
the Palestinians

Weakness of the 4 4 3 0 4 4 19
Palestinian Authority Q
Lack of political 3 4 4 4 0 3 18
horizon for the
Palestinians
The declaration of the -3 3 4 3 -4 0 10

nationalism of Israel
as a Jewish state and

the annexation plan N\ N\

Total 6 16 (21) (21) 10 11 T

Matrix Guide: Based on the results of the research and literature review, the researcher used the assessment of effect and influence on the
following scale: 1,2,3,4,5: refers to positive affect or influence, while 5 refers to very high affect or influence, and 1 refers to very low
effect or influence, and, the scale of -1,-2,-3,-4,-5: refer negative affect or influence, while -5 refers to very high negative affect or
influence, and -1 refers to very low negative effect or influence, 0 refers to ‘no effect or influence”.
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According to Table 3: Cross Matrix analysis of Political Factors that affect the Scenarios:

After summing up horizontally the degrees of affect for each of the factors, we find that the factor(s) has the highest degree(s).

The most affected Political factors are: Weakness of the Palestinian Authority

After summing up vertically the degrees of influence for each of the factors, we find that the factor(s) has the highest degree(s).

The most influential Political factors are: 1- The fragility of the signed agreements between Israel and the Palestinians
2- Weakness of the Palestinian Authority
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Table 4: Cross Matrix analysis of Economic Factors that affect the Scenarios:

Total

Affected Israeli control of Israel's depletion of | Israeli obstacles to Israel controls 61%
natural resource natural resources investment in the of the West Bank
Palestinian according to Oslo Il
Influential territories accords
Israeli control of 0 5 4 5 (14 )
natural resource
Israel's depletion of -1 0 4 2 5
natural resources
Israeli obstacles to 4 4 0 4 12
investment in the
Palestinian
territories P
Israel controls 61% 4 5 5 0 14
of the West Bank U
according to Oslo Il
accords
Total 7 10

@,

Matrix Guide: Based on the results of the research and literature review, the researcher used the assessment of effect and influence on the
following scale: 1,2,3,4,5: refers to positive affect or influence, while 5 refers to very high affect or influence, and 1 refers to very low
effect or influence, and, the scale of -1,-2,-3,-4,-5: refer negative affect or influence, while -5 refers to very high negative affect or
influence, and -1 refers to very low negative effect or influence, 0 refers to ‘no effect or influence”.
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According to Table 4: Cross Matrix analysis of Economic Factors that affect the Scenarios:

After summing up horizontally the degrees of affect for each of the factors, we find that the factor(s) has the highest degree(s).

The most affected Economic factors are: 1- Israeli control of natural resources.
2- Israel controls 61% of the West Bank according to the Oslo Il accords.

After summing up vertically the degrees of influence for each of the factors, we find that the factor(s) has the highest degree(s).

The most influential Economic factors are: 1- Israel's depletion of natural resources.
2- Israeli obstacles to investment in the Palestinian territories.
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Table 5: Cross Matrix analysis of Social Factors that affect the Scenarios:

Affected High poverty Increasing Frustration of Demographic The state of Total
and extremism and Palestinian youth expansion of the frustration and
Influentia unemployment | hostility to Arabs and the trend of | Palestinians in light of mistrust between
rates among and the percentage voluntary the Prevention of the the Palestinian
Palestinians of religious people immigration expansion of structural people and their
in the Jews plans leadership
High poverty and 0 1 5 -2 5 11
unemployment rates among
Palestinians
Increasing extremism and 4 0 -3 4 -2 3
hostility to Arabs and the
percentage of religious
people in the Jews
Frustration of Palestinian 4 3 0 4 4 12
youth and the trend of
voluntary immigration
Demographic expansion of 4 2 4 0 4 ( 14 j
the Palestinians in light of
the Prevention of the
expansion of structural plans
The state of frustration and 2 3 4 0 0 9
mistrust between the
Palestinian people and their
leadership P
Total 14 9 10 6 11

Matrix Guide: Based on the results Oftife research and literature review, the researcher used the assessment of effect and influence on the

following scale: 1,2,3,4,5: refers to positive affect or influence, while 5 refers to very high affect or influence, and 1 refers to very low

effect or influence, and, the scale of -1,-2,-3,-4,-5: refer negative affect or influence, while -5 refers to very high negative affect or
influence, and -1 refers to very low negative effect or influence, 0 refers to ‘no effect or influence”
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According to Table 5: Cross Matrix analysis of Social Factors that affect the Scenarios:
After summing up horizontally the degrees of affect for each of the factors, we find that the factor(s) has the highest degree(s).

The most affected social factors are: Demographic expansion of the Palestinians in light of the Prevention of the expansion of structural

plans.

After summing up vertically the degrees of influence for each of the factors, we find that the factor(s) has the highest degree(s).

The most affected Economic factors are: High poverty and unemployment rates among Palestinians
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Table 6: Cross Matrix analysis of Group of Factors that affect the Scenarios:

Affected Political Factors Economic Factors Social Factors Total

Influential

Political Factors 0 4 3 ( ? )
Economic Factors 2 0 4 6
Social Factors 4 3 0 Q)
P N

Toral 6 Q_) Q)

Matrix Guide: Based on the results of the research and literature review, the researcher used the assessment of effect and influence on the
following scale: 1,2,3,4,5: refers to positive affect or influence, while 5 refers to very high affect or influence, and 1 refers to very low
effect or influence, and, the scale of -1,-2,-3,-4,-5: refer negative affect or influence, while -5 refers to very high negative affect or
influence, and -1 refers to very low negative effect or influence, 0 refers to ‘no effect or influence”

According to Table 6: Cross Matrix analysis of Group of Factors that affect the Scenarios:

After summing up horizontally the degrees of affect for each Group of Factors, we find that the Group(s) of factors has the highest
degree(s).
The most affected Groups of Factors are: 1- Political Factors.

2- Social Factors.
After summing up vertically the degrees of influence for each Group of Factors, we find that Group(s) of Factors have the highest
degree(s).
The most affected Groups of Factors are: 1- Economic Group.

2- Social Group.
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CHAPTER IV
Findings and Scenario Simulation:
Quote: “Colonial settlement threatens the environment that has developed organically and

constitutes a hybrid and accidental interference on it and thus prevents its natural renewal
and sustainability and leads to its pollution”. (Prof. R. Khamayseh, personal
communication, April 8, 2022).

In this chapter, the future wheel technique will be used to focus on the most probability
to happen scenario and find the strategic effects of colonial settlement and land use on
the environment in Palestine and its relationship with social and economic life.

4.1. Findings

Four scenarios were analyzed in CHAPTER I11, the scenario with the highest score which
means the most probable to happen is:

Colonial settlement acceleration than its current situation: This scenario is a simulation

of what is happening in the current situation and the increase in the Israeli government’s
extremism in support of the settlers, and the last thing that the extreme right-wing
government in Israel did during the preparation of this research was to allow the settlers
to make Jewish religious rites in Al-Agsa Mosque, which is the third holiest place for
Muslims and to carry out which is called the Flags procession at Damascus Gate one of
the most popular gates of the old city of Jerusalem, that is considered as a symbol of the
entry of Jews into Jerusalem from all its doors and walk around all its neighborhoods that
belong to Muslims. Christians and Jews, The extremist religious settlers marched through
the main gates of the old city and passed all its neighborhoods, especially the
neighborhoods of Muslims under the protection of tens of thousands of Israeli soldiers,
knowing that this march has not been implemented since 74 years after the occupation of

Jerusalem in 1967, which was considered a clear statement by the extremist Israeli
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government to unleash the settlers and that they are empowered and protected by the
government as they have never been.

Comparing the colonial settlement activities during the last two years (2020 and
2021) Table 7: Some Israeli violations of colonial settlement in the Palestinian
territories in the years 2020 and 2021 show that there is an increase in confiscated
lands, adding new house units to the existing colonial settlements and bypass roads.

Table 7: Some Israeli violations of colonial settlement in the Palestinian territories
in the years 2020 and 2021

Source: Vision for Political Development, A year's harvest of violations by the occupation and
its settlers in the occupied Palestinian territories during the years 2020 and 2021: https://vision-
pd.org/archives/513097 and https://vision-pd.org/archives/516712

Year Confiscated land in No. of house new | No. of new bypass
dunums units added to the roads
colonial settlements
2020 16,345 24,446 12
2021 61,442 39,148 24

Cross Matrix impact analysis for Political, economic, and social factors influenced and
affected the probability of this scenario as follows:
o Political factors:
The most Influential factors are:
1- The fragility of the signed agreements between Israel and the Palestinians.
2- Weakness of the Palestinian Authority.
Affected factors are:
1- Weakness of the Palestinian Authority.
o Economic factors:
The most Influential factors are:
1- Israeli control of natural resource
2- Israel's depletion of natural resources

The most affected factors are:


https://vision-pd.org/archives/513097
https://vision-pd.org/archives/513097
https://vision-pd.org/archives/516712
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1- Israel's depletion of natural resources
2-1sraeli obstacles to investment in the Palestinian territories.
J Social factors:
The most Influential factors are:
1- Demographic expansion of the Palestinians in light of the Prevention of the
expansion of structural plans.
The most affected factors are:
1- High poverty and unemployment rates among Palestinians.

4.2. Scenario Simulation:

The analysis of what was mentioned in the previous studies and what the experts indicated
shows that there will be an increased impact on the environment in the event of an
increase in colonial settlement and its acceleration from what is in the current situation,
its impact will be measured and clarified as follows:

4.2.1. Land.

In addition to the confiscation of the fertile agricultural lands owned by the Palestinians
from which they live, confiscation of Palestinian Land will lead to:

e Israel Control the entire Palestinian land occupied in 1967.

e Ending the possibility of establishing a Palestinian state.

e Israel Control over natural resources.

e Fragmentation of the Palestinian existence.

e Israel Control strategic locations and mountaintops.

¢ Build bypass roads with a length of more than 550 km and link the colonial settlements
to each other, which is forbidden for Palestinians, as communication between Palestinian

communities will be through tunnels, and these communities will be transformed into



117

separate cantons.

¢ Jordan Valley became as a colonial settlement investment project after it was the food
basket of Palestinians.

e Colonial settlements are built on spare lands that allow Palestinian communities to
expand.

e The sites for building colonial settlements are chosen on top of the mountains at central
points that enable settlers to monitor a group of Palestinian communities around the
colonial settlement or outpost (visual range or vision).

e Israel will not allow the expansion of Palestinian communities.

This indicates

A) At the Political level:

1) Despite of International recognition that the Palestinian land occupied by Israel in 1967
is the right of the Palestinian people and that the negotiations between the Palestine
Liberation Organization and Israel in the year of 1993 were based on international
guarantees to conclude interim agreements to be completed to enable the Palestinians to
establish their independent state after five years, but nevertheless the fragility of the
signed agreements between Israel and the Palestinians, | refer here to the Oslo Accords,
especially Oslo I1, which puts more than 60% under the full control of Israel, who in turn
used all the laws that allowed it to confiscate more lands and expropriate them from their
original owners through a set of laws, the most important of which is the Ottoman law
that allows it to seize far lands ( Which the rooster does not see), the Jordanian law, which
considers the lands belonging to the treasury of the Kingdom of Jordan, state lands, and
princely estates to be the property of a state that Israel has the right to own, British Law

No. 43, which allows Israel to expropriate land under the pretext of public interest, in
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addition to Israeli legislation and military orders, which allow Israel to deduct whatever
it wants Under the pretext of nature reserves and military areas.

All of the above shows that, by confiscating more land, Israel seeks to impose a fait
accompli and thus end the Palestinian dream of establishing its independent state, which
was supposed to be the final result of the peace process.

2) The Palestinian Authority which was established as a result of the Oslo accords as a
self-governing authority whose mission is to self-admin the affairs of the Palestinians in
the first phase of the peace process, which was supposed to extend for five years, and
then start final status negotiations,

However, the talks between the Palestinians and Israel stopped, and the Palestinian
Authority remained a limited authority with limited responsibilities, managing the affairs
of the Palestinians within weak interim agreements.

As a result, the most affected factor is the Palestinian Authority, which will become
weaker in the case of acceleration of colonial settlements, since the more Israel
confiscates the land and imposes on the land a fait accompli, the less the possibility of the
Palestinians getting a chance to establish their state and the Palestinian Authority will
keep restricted to very limited powers that do not enable it to protect its citizens and
provides the most important necessities for a decent life for them.

B) At the Economic Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial
settlements scenario to occur are:

1) Israeli control of natural resources

2) Israel controls 61% of the West Bank

As it became clear to the researcher through what was previously mentioned in the
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literature review and during interviews with experts, Israel does not choose the lands that
it confiscates for the purpose of colonial settlement randomly, but there are specific goals
for choosing these lands, the most important of which is the confiscation of lands rich in
natural resources so that these colonial settlements can form an independent economic
unit, without total dependence on the support of the State of Israel for them, therefore,
the theft of these lands and natural resources will lead to the weakness of the Palestinian
economy which is already fragile, how can an economy be strong without land and natural
resources?!!.

The most affected economic factor by accelerating colonial settlement and land
confiscation is:

1) Israel's depletion of natural resources.

More colonial settlements, more bypass roads, and more need for land and water, and
consumption of natural resources, especially agricultural lands in the Jordan Valley areas,
which have turned from an important natural source for agriculture in Palestine into a
colonial settlement investment project.

2) lIsraeli obstacles to investment in the Palestinian territories.

Israel’s confiscation and appropriation of more lands led to an increase in obstacles to
Palestinian investment, as Palestinians are not allowed to build in areas classified as C
except after Israeli approval, which often does not occur, noting that the areas classified
as A and B have become the only outlet for urban construction of housing in light of the
natural population increase, as Palestinian residents are not allowed to build in areas.

C) At the Social Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial

settlements scenario to occur are:
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1) Demographic expansion of the Palestinians in light of the Prevention of the expansion
of structural plans:

The demand for land for development has grown considerably since the 1995 division of
the West Bank: The Palestinian population has nearly doubled, and the land reserves in
Areas A and B have been nearly exhausted. Due to the housing shortage, much land still
available in these areas is used for residential construction, even if it is more suited for

other uses, such as agriculture.

Without land for construction, local Palestinian authorities cannot supply public services
that require new structures, such as medical clinics and schools, nor can they plan open
spaces for recreation within communities. Realizing the economic potential of Area C —
in branches such as agriculture, quarrying for minerals and stone for construction,
industry, tourism, and community development — is essential to the development of the
entire West Bank, including creating jobs and reducing poverty. Area C is also vital for
regional planning, including laying infrastructure and connecting Palestinian
communities throughout the West Bank. The Civil Administration (CA) — the branch of
the Israeli military designated to handle civil matters in Area C — refuses to prepare
outline plans for the vast majority of Palestinian communities there. As of November
2017, the Civil Administration had drafted and approved plans for only 16 of the 180
communities which lie in their entirety in Area C. The plans cover a total of 17,673
dunams (1 dunam = 1,000 square meters), less than 1% of Area C, most of which are
already built-up Israel’s policy in Area C assumes that the area is primarily meant to serve
Israeli needs, and on the ambition to annex large parts of it to the sovereign territory of
Israel. To that end, Israel works to strengthen its hold on Area C, to further exploit the

area’s resources, and achieve a permanent situation in which Israeli colonial settlements
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thrive and Palestinian presence is negligible. In doing so, Israel has de facto annexed Area
C and created circumstances that will leverage its influence over the final status of the

area. (B'Tselem, Planning Policy in the West Bank, 2017)

It also became clear that Israel wants to turn Palestinian population centers into isolated,
non-developing areas with a high population density that expand vertically and not
horizontally, due to the scarcity of land allocated for construction, and therefore the lands
that were supposed to be allocated for sustainable development with to establish an
independent Palestinian state will be, they are converted into overcrowded apartment
buildings, even in Palestinian villages that have lost their rural ecological scene, which is
characterized by small independent buildings. The residents were forced to construct high
buildings that do not resemble rural construction, to accommodate the increasing number
of new families.

As a result, the most affected social factors by the scenario of acceleration of colonial
settlement on land confiscations are:

1) High poverty and unemployment rates among Palestinians:

- The unemployment rate among labour force participants in Palestine reached 26% in
2021, and the total labour underutilization reached 34%.

There is still a large disparity in the unemployment rate between the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, as this rate reached 47% in Gaza Strip compared to 16% in the West Bank.

- Estimates based on GDP per capita growth suggest that in 2020 the poverty rate spiked
to 29.7%, an increase of nearly 8 percentage points from 2016 (the latest available official
data). As the impact of the pandemic receded, the poverty rate is estimated to have
declined to 27.3% in 2021. Current poverty rates represent a poor population of

approximately 1.5 million people. (The.World.Bank, 2022)
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4.2.2. \Nater:

Control and Depletion of Water sources in the light of accelerating colonial settlements
lead to:

e Concentration on the establishment of colonial settlements around the main aquifers
(Western and Eastern) and agricultural areas.

e Israel controls more than 85% of Water Resources.

e Israel uses its control of water resources for political goals.

e Palestinians are not allowed to use their water; they have to buy it from Israel.

e Palestinians cannot drill wells, even on private property.

e Palestinian cannot manage the expenses of agriculture because of the high prices of water.

e Israel desalinates seawater to overcome the water problem, but at the same time prevents
the Palestinians from accessing their water such as Gaza case.

e Israel uses the abundant water available in the West Bank as an incentive for settlers to
stay, reside in, and invest in colonial settlements.

e The Israeli settler consumes six times of water that the Palestinian citizen does in the
occupied territories, where we find abundant swimming pools and gardens in colonial
settlements near Arab villages that suffer from a shortage of drinking water.

e The Palestinian residents have to pay 7-20 new Israeli shekels per cubic meter.

e Since 1967, no artesian was drilled by Palestinians that allowed using less than 15% -
20% of their water.

e The lack of water will lead to the Palestinians' reluctance to farm and leave the village
and migrate to the city searching for another source of livelihood.

e Lack of water destroys the agriculture sector in Palestine and reduces its contribution to

Palestinian National Economy.
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e Destroying the Palestinian agriculture sector leads Palestinian farmers to work in colonial
settlements looking for livelihood.

e Agriculture sector in Israel consumes half the amount of renewable water annually in
Palestine, while its participation in the Israeli national income does not exceed 2%, which
indicates that the Israelis are racing against time in the depletion of natural resources in
Palestine. his indicates:

A) At the Political level:

1) Israel uses water according to its interest, ignoring the needs of the Palestinian
population, as it imposes on the residents of the West Bank and Gaza Strip a severe water
crisis, which is mostly human-made.

Under the 1995 Interim Agreement (Oslo 11), Israel retained control of all water resources
in the Occupied Territories. The agreement, still in effect although originally designed as
a five-year arrangement, stipulates that 80% of the water in the West Bank that is pumped
from the mountain aquifer — a joint Israeli- Palestinian resource — be allocated for Israeli
use and the remaining 20% for Palestinian use. It also provides Israelis with an unlimited
water supply, while restricting Palestinian supply to a predetermined amount of some 118
million cubic meters from existing drillings, along with 70 to 80 million cubic meters
from new drillings. It further stipulates that Israel sells the Palestinians another 31 million
cubic meters a year. (B'Tselem, Water Crisis, 2017)

All of the above shows that, by confiscating more land, Israel uses its control of water
resources in Palestine for Public goals, as a part of an ongoing effort by Israeli authorities
to drive Palestinian residents from their homes.

2) The Palestinian Authority which was restricted by an intern agreement for five years

since 1995, despite of growth of Palestinians since that time, Palestinian Authority still
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cannot provide any alternative choices for those agreements, and at the same time can
change the reality of Israel control in area C they the Palestinian have to get a permit to
add a conveyor water pipe or rehabilitate another from the Israelis. This reality
demonstrates how Israel sees water — and other natural resources in the West Bank — as
its exclusive property, to be doubly exploited: both for Israeli needs — especially those of
colonial settlements — and as a way to dispossess and control Palestinians.

B) At the Economic Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial
settlements scenario to occur are:

1) Israeli control of natural resources.

2) Israel controls 61% of the West Bank.

Israel’s control over the areas classified as C, in which 85% of the groundwater basins
and natural springs are distributed, this made Israel use water as a tool to pressure the
Palestinians to leave their agricultural lands by preventing them from extracting the water
needed for agriculture or digging artesian wells, even in their private lands. The
Palestinian farmer has to buy water from the Israeli colonial settlement next to his farm
and pay 7 times the price that settlers in that colonial settlement do.

As aresult, the agriculture sector which should be the largest economic sector due to the
availability of fertile agricultural land and water from natural and desalinated sources, in
addition, to the fact that the Palestinian are farmers though generations, but the reality
now, based on all the above, agriculture sector contributes less than 6% of the Palestinian
economy, and the agriculture land is left wild, threatened to be confiscated by Israeli
colonial settlements.

The most affected economic factor by accelerating colonial settlement and land
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confiscation is:

1) Israel's depletion of natural resources.

In recent years about 50 agricultural outposts were founded in the Occupied Territories,
and they control tens of thousands of dunums. Thus, with a relatively small investment
(one family and a few youngsters who herd sheep or cows upon a hill), settlers can take
over huge amounts of land and dispossess Palestinian farmers from that same land. For
some agricultural outposts, violence is a core practice for taking over the land.
(PeaceNow, 2022).

Talking in consideration that Israel encourages the settlers to stay in the west bank by
providing water and electricity, then settlers, in addition to being an unnatural new body
in the Palestinian environment, consume excessive amounts of water because of its
abundance and support by their state, as you find them irrigating the fallow mountains
next to the colonial settlements during the summer while the nearby Palestinian villages
suffer from a shortage of drinking water.

2) Israeli obstacles to investment in the Palestinian territories.

Any investment, whether it is in the agricultural, industrial, or tourism sectors in the
Palestinian territories, needs 1) the necessary infrastructure, and 2) water and electricity,
and all of this is subject to Israeli approvals, especially in areas C, which often do not
occur, so that the Israelis do not allow the drilling of water wells and conveyor water
pipes transporting water in the targeted areas, thus restricting any investment activity in
these areas.

C) On the Social Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial

settlements scenario to occur are:
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1) Demographic expansion of the Palestinians in light of the Prevention of the expansion
of structural plans:
The Palestinian population has nearly doubled, since the 1995 division, at the same time,
Palestinians were not allowed to rehabilitate water networks, dig new wells, or extend
additional networks to villages and towns, which expanded during a quarter of a century.
All of this has a significant impact on the standard of living and enables the Palestinians
to live their lives normally without worrying about water scarcity, especially in summer
times, in addition to focusing their concern by providing the amount of water they get for
drinking only without thinking about trying to invest in agriculture or other things.
As a result, the most affected social factors by the scenario of acceleration of colonial
settlement on land confiscations are:
1) High poverty and unemployment rates among Palestinians:
- The unemployment rate among labour force participants in Palestine reached 26% in
2021, and the total labour underutilization reached 34%.
There is still a large disparity in the unemployment rate between the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, as this rate reached 47% in Gaza Strip compared to 16% in the West Bank.
- Estimates based on GDP per capita growth suggest that in 2020 the poverty rate spiked
to 29.7%, an increase of nearly 8 percentage points from 2016 (the latest available official
data). As the impact of the pandemic receded, the poverty rate is estimated to have
declined to 27.3% in 2021. Current poverty rates represent a poor population of
approximately 1.5 million people. (The.World.Bank, 2022).

Any economy in the world depends primarily on land and water. The lack of water
and the obstacles that Israel places in the way of investment, especially in the field of

agriculture in Palestine, have led to a weak and fragile economy, and thus high rates of
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poverty and unemployment.

The Palestinian situation comes in particular because of Israel’s use of water as a pressure
card on the Palestinians to leave their farms that they inherited from their parents and
destroy this sector to become workers and employees or unemployed and leave their lands
to facilitate control and confiscation by settlers.

4.2.3. Wastewater:

Accelerating Israeli colonial settlements in Palestine leads to:

e Colonial settlements discharge wastewater, treated on not treated, to Palestinian
agricultural lands around colonial settlements.

e Wastewater released by colonial settlements on agricultural lands which will pollute
groundwater in the upper layers.

e Wastewater released to agricultural lands causes the destruction of the soil, increases its
salinity, turns it into unsuitable lands for agriculture, and turns its color black due to the
accumulation of toxic metals in it.

¢ Release of wastewater in agricultural lands exposed around the colonial settlements leads
to diverting it into a place where insects, rodents, and wild pigs’ breed.

e Colonial settlements discharge their wastewater next to natural springs next to Palestinian
villages to cause permanent pollution of these springs, so Palestinian farmers are forced
to leave their springs and their farms around.

e Israel puts obstacles in the face of establishing sewage stations for Palestinian
communities under the condition of participating in those stations with colonial
settlements around.

e Pollution of soil, water, and air caused by releasing colonial settlements’ wastewater in

the uncovered Palestinian lands causes dangerous diseases.
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e The pollution of fertile agricultural land belonging to Palestinian farmers, leads to their
loss of livelihoods.

¢ The Palestinian Authority does not assist the Palestinians in going to the Israeli courts to
sue the settlers who have violated their lands for polluting the environment, as part of its
policy of not recognizing the occupation courts.

e Water pollution serves long-term strategic goals that enable Israel to control more lands,
groundwater, and springs through the Palestinians’ abandonment of these lands due to
water pollution.

e Water pollution of springs and groundwater around Palestinian communities forces them
to buy pure water from Israeli colonial settlements.

All of the above indicate to:

A) At the Political level:

1) Israel uses pollution of soil, water, and air by wastewater release in the Palestinian
lands to force them to leave their farms which makes it easier to confiscate and control
those lands.

2) The Palestinian Authority does not give priority to the Palestinian environment
damaged by colonial settlements and does not provide the necessary support for citizens
affected by colonial settlement practices against their lands, springs, and underground
wells which causes A state of frustration and the lack of confidence of these citizens in
their leadership, which pushed them to leave their lands and search for another source of
livelihood.

3) Creating an environment that prevents Palestinians from reaching their lands through
the presence of unwanted animals such as wild boars, which destroy crops and prefer to

live in sewage swamps.
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B) At the Economic Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial
settlements scenario to occur are:

1) Israeli control of natural resources

2) Israel controls 61% of the West Bank

During more than 40 years of occupation, Israel has not built advanced regional
wastewater treatment plants in the colonial settlements to match those inside Israel. It is
estimated that the 121 recognized colonial settlements in the West Bank (without East
Jerusalem) produce some 17.5 mcm of wastewater a year. Only 81 are currently
connected to wastewater treatment facilities, and use methods that are less up-to-date than
those used in Israel. More than half of them is small and can treat the wastewater of only
a few hundred families, despite the growth of the settler population. Most of the facilities
suffer frequent technical breakdowns and at times shut down completely. The rest of the
colonial settlements produce some 5.5 mcm of wastewater a year, which is not treated
and flows as raw wastewater into West Bank streams and valleys. (B'Tselem, Foul Play:
Neglect of wastewater treatment in the West Bank, 2009)

Water pollution serves long-term strategic goals that enable Israel to control more lands,
groundwater, and springs through the Palestinians’ abandonment of these lands due to
water pollution.

The most affected economic factor by accelerating colonial settlement and land
confiscation is:

1) Israel's depletion of natural resources.

Soil and water are the main natural resources for agriculture, causing pollution of them is

destroying and depleting these resources and depriving them of their original owners.
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2) Israeli obstacles to investment in the Palestinian territories.

Any investment, whether it is in the agricultural, industrial, or tourism sectors in the
Palestinian territories, needs 1) the necessary infrastructure, and 2) water and electricity.
One of the infrastructure components is the sewage stations which needs Israeli
approvals, especially in areas C, which often do not occur, but under the condition of
sharing these stations with colonial settlements sewage, especially when it’s funded by
international donors, as a policy to approve legal existence of Israeli colonial settlements
in the Palestinian lands, especially in front of international agencies that present donors
from all over the world.

C) At the Social Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial
settlements scenario to occur are:

1) Demographic expansion of the Palestinians in light of the Prevention of the expansion
of structural plans:

The Palestinian population has nearly doubled, since the 1995 division, at the same time,
Palestinian communities need to expand in the areas around the villages and cities which
were probably attacked by settlers and wastewater from the colonial settlements,
diverting it into a place where insects, rodents and wild pigs breed, then confiscated by
Israelis.

On the other hand, Palestinians are not allowed to establish their sewage stations because
of the Israeli restrictions mentioned above, despite of critical need for those stations in
the light of the growth of the number of Palestinians living in Palestinian cities and
villages, this forces them to keep it in sewage absorption wells that cause pollution of

underground water or release it in valleys which also cause pollution of water, soil, and
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water in turn.

All of this has a significant impact on the standard of living and enables the Palestinians
to live their lives normally in a clear environment and normally use their natural
resources.

As a result, the most affected social factors by the scenario of acceleration of colonial
settlement on land confiscations are:

1) High poverty and unemployment rates among Palestinians:

Pollution of soil, water, and air cause damage to the fertility of agricultural lands, and
loss of livelihood of farmers who own these lands and convert them into unemployed
poor people.

4.2.4. Industrial Waste:

Accelerating Israeli colonial settlements in Palestine leads to:

¢ West Bank become a landfill of colonial settlement and Israel Industrial waste.

e Barring industrial waste in the West Bank causes pollution of underground water.

e Throwing industrial waste in Palestinian lands cause damage to wildlife (plants &
animals).

e Israel established and transformed factories and workshops that cause pollution and
damage to the environment of the West Bank and the areas next to the Green Line.*

e Israeli Industrial waste destroys Palestinian agricultural lands.

e Pollution caused by Israeli industrial waste cause damage to Palestinians’ health and some

deadly diseases.

33 The Green Line, (pre-)1967 border, or 1949 Armistice border, is the demarcation line set out in the
1949 Armistice Agreements between the armies of Israel and those of its neighbors (Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria) after the 1948 Arab—Israeli War. It served as the de facto borders of the State of Israel
from 1949 until the Six-Day War in 1967.
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eSome industries are not allowed in Israel, but it is established in Israeli colonial
settlement.

e Landfills, communication towers, toxic factories, and weapons used by the Israelis
against Palestinian citizens all lead to the spread of diseases, especially cancers, which
reduces the lifespan of the Palestinian person, especially women and children, and may
lead to permanent disabilities and thus various social repercussions.

e Israel practices Double enforcement of laws on Israelis who dump industrial and medical
waste in the Palestinian territories without adhering to the criteria for proper burial.

All of the above indicate to:

A) At the Political level:

1) Israel uses pollution of soil, water, and air by converting the Palestinian lands into a
landfill for its industrial waste, causing damage to the environment and toxoid soil in
agricultural land, then forcing Palestinian farmers to leave their farms which makes it
easier to confiscate and control those lands.

2) The Palestinian Authority does not give priority to the Palestinian environment
damaged by colonial settlements and provide the necessary support for citizens affected
by colonial settlement practices against their lands, which causes a state of frustration and
the lack of confidence of these citizens in their leadership, which pushed them to leave
their lands and search for another source of livelihood.

B) At the Economic Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial
settlements scenario to occur are:

1) Israeli control of natural resources

2) Israel controls 61% of the West Bank
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Israel considers the West Bank to be territories under its full control, which it can dispose
of without any oversight, ignoring the presence of nearly three million Palestinians living
in it, in violation of the Charter of the United Nations, the Rome Statute founding the
International Criminal Court, the Human Rights Council, the four Geneva Conventions,
especially the Hague Convention.

Barring throwing Israeli industrial waste on the Palestinian land, causes damage to fertile
agricultural lands and toxoid soil and water, which forces Palestinian farmers to leave
their lands and makes it easier for Israel to confiscate them for colonial settlements.

The most affected economic factor by accelerating colonial settlement and land
confiscation is:

1) Israel's depletion of natural resources.

Soil and water are the main natural resources for agriculture, causing pollution of them is
destroying and depleting these resources and depriving them of their original owners.

2) Israeli obstacles to investment in the Palestinian territories.

Any investment, whether it is in the agricultural, industrial, or tourism sectors in the
Palestinian territories, needs 1) the necessary infrastructure, and 2) water and electricity.
One of the infrastructure components is the landfills for industrial and medical waste,
which need Israeli approvals, especially in areas C, which often do not occur, but under
the condition of sharing these landfills with colonial settlements for industrial and water
waste, especially when it is funded by international donors, as a policy to approve legal
existence of Israeli colonial settlements in the Palestinian lands, especially in front of
international agencies that present donors from all over the world.

C) At the Social Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial



134

settlements scenario to occur are:

1) Demographic expansion of the Palestinians in light of the Prevention of the expansion
of structural plans:

The Palestinian population has nearly doubled, since the 1995 division, at the same time,
Palestinian communities need to expand in the areas around the villages and cities which
were probably harmed by Israeli settlers by throwing and barring industrial waste and
destroying the environment there, then easy confiscated by Israelis for colonial
settlement.

All of this has a significant impact on the standard of living and enables the Palestinians
to live their lives normally in a clear environment and normally use their natural
resources.

As a result, the most affected social factors by the scenario of acceleration of colonial
settlement on land confiscations are:

1) High poverty and unemployment rates among Palestinians:

Pollution of soil, water, and air cause damage to the fertility of agricultural lands and loss
of livelihood of farmers who own these lands and convert them into unemployed poor
people.

4.2.5. Israeli Quarries:

Accelerating Israeli colonial settlements in Palestine leads to:
e Creating an environment of indirect investment that harms the Palestinian environment.

e According to the state’s estimates, Israeli Quarries in the west bank produce some 12

million tons of mined material a year, 94 percent of which is taken to Israel.



135

e Israeli Ministry of the Interior, relied on the assumption that these quarries would
continue to supply Israel with material for the coming 30 years, “assuming no political
changes will occur in the borders of Area C.

e Israel closed all quarries in its lands and established eleven ones in the West Bank.

e Eleven Israeli industrial complexes are located in the West Bank

e Israeli quarries distorted the ecological landscape in the Palestinian mountains

e The Israeli quarries contributed to the destruction of part of the plant and animal wildlife
in the Palestinian mountains

eThe dust and dust rising from the Israeli quarries in the West Bank destroyed the
Palestinian agricultural lands around these quarries and contributed to greatly polluting
the environment.

e Waste from Israeli quarries in the West Bank contributes to polluting Palestinian
groundwater and the valleys around these quarries.

e There are two kinds of quarries, fixed quarries that are built in the mountains and are
fixed for years, and the other type is mobile quarries that are built during the excavation
of the mountains to create bypass streets to benefit from the resulting stones and sell them
or use them in other places.

e Mobile Quarries cause multiple effects on the environment, stealing natural stone as a
natural resource, distorting the ecological landscape, and polluting the environment
surrounding farms, mountains, and valleys.

All of the above indicate to:

A) At the Political level:
1) Given that quarries pose an environmental threat, Israel's closing of quarries in Israel

and the establishment of an alternative in the West Bank is only the result of Israel's
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domination and control over the majority of Palestinian lands.

At the same time, when working in these quarries is done, the land will be confiscated for
colonial settlements.

2) At the time that Israeli quarries cause dangerous pollution of Palestinian agricultural
lands, especially the olive tree farms, the Palestinian Authority does not give priority to
the Palestinian environment damaged by colonial settlements and do not provide the
necessary support for citizens affected by colonial settlement practices against their lands,
which causes a state of frustration and the lack of confidence of these citizens in their
leadership, which pushed them to leave their lands and search for another source of
livelihood.

B) At the Economic Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial
settlements scenario to occur are:

1) Israeli control of natural resources

2) lIsrael controls 61% of the West Bank

The Stone and Marble industry in Palestine is considered one of the conventional and
historic industries. Research agreed with the fact that Palestine is one of those countries
in which raw material for construction stone is available in commercial quantities, and

distinguished for its type, quality, and multi-color

The Stone and Marble industry is one of the most important productive sectors in
Palestine and has historically played a prominent role in its economy. This sector
contributes approximately 25% to the overall Palestinian industrial revenue and 4.5% of

the total Palestinian GDP. The stone and marble industry are also distinguished for having
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the largest percentage of employment in the Palestinian workforce, with more than 13,500

workers engaged in the sector.

Although this sector represents almost 4% of the world output, it represents only 2% of
the added value. The reason is the lack of the know-how, many people invest money by
renting, and buying quarries and they discover that there is no good quality or no huge

quantities.3

Palestinian stone like other natural resources in the West Bank was stolen from the
Palestinians and confiscated for colonial settlements which influenced this economic
sector in Palestine especially since the Palestinian quarries are small traditional ones that
cannot compete with the Israeli large high-tech quarries.

The most affected economic factor by accelerating colonial settlement and land
confiscation is:

1) Israel's depletion of natural resources.

The Palestinian quarries were found to meet the needs of the Palestinians as a natural
component of an independent, integrated entity, and for Israel to establish quarries to
meet the needs of the market, Israel is considered a depletion of the natural resources of
a country for the benefit of another country, and this is considered theft in daylight.

2) lIsraeli obstacles to investment in the Palestinian territories.

Israel’s greed for Palestinian natural resources, including the Palestinian stone, and its
desire to control this sector because of its knowledge of its importance leads it to obstruct
the establishment of Palestinian quarries and in some cases, stipulating approval to

establish these quarries in partnership with Israeli investors to be joint investment projects

34 Palestine Polytechnic University, Palestinian Stone and Marble Center (PSMC):
https://psmc.ppu.edu/en/resource/historicaloverview
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with settlers.

C) At the Social Level:

The most influential factors that increase the probability of accelerating the colonial
settlements scenario to occur are:

1) Demographic expansion of the Palestinians in light of the Prevention of the expansion
of structural plans:

Israeli Quarries are built on hundreds of donums in Palestinian mountains next to
Palestinian cities and villages, in that space needed for these communities to expand, in
addition, all farms and wild forests around these quarries are not suitable for life anymore
because of huge pollution occurred by dust and waste of these quarries, which prevents
any possibility of expansion of the mentioned Palestinian communities.

All of this has a significant impact on the standard of living and enables the Palestinians
to live their lives normally in a clear environment and normally use their natural
resources.

As a result, the most affected social factors by the scenario of acceleration of the colonial
settlement on land confiscations are:

1) High poverty and unemployment rates among Palestinians:

Establishing Israeli quarries and steeling the Palestinian stone as an important natural
source, causes damage to one of the economic sectors in Palestine, therefore many
workers and quarry owners lost their livelihood.

In addition to those farms’ owners next to the quarries that have been destroyed because

of pollution, and convert them into unemployed poor people.
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CHAPTER V
Conclusions and Recommendations:
5.1. Conclusions:

The main conclusion of this study is that: The Environment Management
and Planning will be an Impossible Mission if the Trend of the Israeli
Colonization Business Continues Accelerating, which means that Israel

will control all The Palestinian Land and Natural Resources.

According to the results of experts found, the researcher concluded the following:

1. Strategic goals of Israeli colonial settlement in Palestinian land occupied in 1967 are
as follows:

a. Controlling the entire Palestinian land, canceling what is known as the Green Line,
meaning the borders of the Palestinian territories occupied in 1967, and spreading
colonial settlements everywhere between the river and the sea and around the Palestinian
population centers, including the city of Jerusalem.

b. The fragmentation of the Palestinian presence and transformation of Palestinian towns
and villages into cantons surrounded by Israeli colonial settlements and bypass roads.
Connecting the Jordan Valley area with the Israeli depth- the occupied lands in 1948- by
dividing the West Bank casually through the so-called Corodors, a group of serial colonial
settlements extending from the Jordan River in the far east to the green line and the Israeli
cities to the west, as well as through the construction of the bypass roads linking the Israeli
colonial settlements in the West Bank with each other and with the Israeli cities in the
occupied territories in 1948.

c. Eliminating the possibility of establishing an independent Palestinian state and
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imposing a fait accompli through land confiscation, building and rehabilitating the largest
number of colonial settlements.

d. Controlling and depleting natural resources to transform the Israeli colonial settlements
in the West Bank into an independent economic entity. The most important of these
resources are agricultural land, water, air, stones and marble, petroleum, natural gas,
phosphates, copper, salt, and oil shale.

e. Controlling strategic sites and mountaintops, which guarantees them a range of vision
that enables them to monitor and detect Palestinian cities and villages under the pretext
of security motives.

f. Achieving the Jewish narrative that the land of Palestine is Jewish land and that the
process of confiscating land and colonial settling in it is with to return it to its original
OWners.

2. Motives for colonial settlement:

ob)

. Security goals.

O

. Economic goals.

(]

. Religious goals.

. Kinds of colonial settlements:

w

[ob)

. Residential colonial settlements (rural and urban).

b. Industrial Zones.

o

. Agricultural colonial settlements.

o

. Pastoral colonial settlements.
4. Israeli colonial settlements have strategic effects on all the Palestinian environment
components in Palestine, land, water, air, mankind, animals, and plants.

5. Israeli colonial settlements have strategic on the natural resources in Palestine, either
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by depleting these resources, stealing them and giving them to settlers, in violation of
international laws and norms, or by polluting these resources through communication
towers, wastewater, industrial colonial settlement waste, and quarry waste.

6. Colonial settlement threatens the environment that has developed organically in
Palestine and constitutes a hybrid and accidental interference on it and thus prevents its
renewal naturally and leads to its pollution.

7. The strategic impact of the colonial settlements on the environment in Palestine is
related to the economic life of the Palestinians, through:

a. Control and pollution of the two most important elements of the environment in
Palestine, which are land and water.

b. Controlling and depleting natural resources and depriving Palestinians of their right to
their land and natural resources, which constitutes an obstacle to the Palestinian
economy’s stability and development, and keeps it as a fragile economy dependent on the
Israeli economy, and considering the West Bank a consumer market for Israeli and
colonial settlement products.

c. Palestinians left their agricultural lands and closed their workshops looking for quick
and high income in colonial settlements, which make it easier for Israel to confiscate these
lands for colonial settlements.

8. The strategic impact of the colonial settlements on the environment in Palestine is
related to the social life of the Palestinians, through:

a. Confiscation of lands and depriving Palestinians of their natural resources and source
of livelihood force them to migrate voluntarily and leave their country in search of new
livelihoods.

b. Pollution of agricultural lands forces the Palestinian farmers to immigrate internally to
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the cities looking for work and suitable livelihood.

c. In light of the demographic growth of the Palestinians, land confiscation for Israeli
colonial settlements and depriving Palestinian towns, villages, and cities of expansion
lead to serious direct and indirect social, environmental, and health impacts.

d. The lack of political horizon and the weakness of the Palestinian Authority due to the
meager agreements with Israel increased Israel’s appetite for colonial settlements, which
caused frustration and distrust among the Palestinians and their leadership.

9. Extremist right-wing governments and the increase in the number of extremist religious
Jews in Israel are helping to increase the pace of colonial settlement due to the religious
beliefs of these people and considering colonial settlement in the Palestinian territories as
a religious duty.

10. According to all of the above, and using cross matrix analysis, and strategic choice
matrix techniques, the researcher found that the scenario of “Accelerating the colonial
settlements than it is now” is the most probable scenario to happen due to the colonial

settlement future in the Palestinian lands.
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5.2. Recommendations:

In order to face colonial settlement and its strategic impact on the Palestinian
environment, and its relationship to the economic and social life of the Palestinians, the
researcher recommends the following:

1. Preparing a government development plan in line with the strategic objectives of
resisting colonial settlement and its environmental impact.

2. Working on the integration of popular and official efforts to resist colonial settlement,
framing popular committees and supporting them by all means that ensure their
continuity, and disseminating the successful experiences of uprooting outposts in some
locations to the rest of the regions to encourage them

3. The Palestinian government should work to raise awareness among Palestinians about
colonial settlements, their dangers to the environment, and ways to face the various
attacks of settlers.

4, The Palestinian government should focus on international mobilization against Israeli
colonial settlements and strengthen campaigns of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
movement (BDS) which is a Palestinian-led movement promoting boycotts, divestments,
and economic sanctions against Israel,

5. The Palestinian government should focus on the campaigns to mobilize popular support
against the practices of settlers in the Palestinian territories around the world, especially
in the countries that support Israel from their taxes.

6. Empowering Bedouin communities, providing them with the elements of stability,
giving them names for their villages and gatherings, and recognizing them as Palestinian
villages to stabilize them on the land and to miss the opportunity for settlers who are

trying to control every empty land.
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7. Encourage agricultural cooperatives as an important component of the local economy
to empower the Palestinian farmers and stabilize them on land.

8. Encourage investment on the lands paved with confiscation for the benefit of colonial
settlement, and missing the opportunity for the Israelis to seize them on the pretext that
they have not been used for more than three years.

9. Unifying political efforts in a clear political horizon to restore confidence between the
Palestinian people and their leadership and direct efforts to face the main enemy of the
Palestinians, which is colonial settlements.

10. Redouble the efforts made by all means, including applying international pressure on
Israel through the supporters of the Palestinian people and investing in the expansion of
the structural plans for Palestinian villages, towns, and cities to protect more lands and
avoid the social, health and environmental problems caused by the large population
overcrowding in a small area of land.

11. Reducing the laws that limit the possibility of construction in areas threatened with
confiscation and encouraging residents to build there and establish projects, no matter
how simple.

12. Conduct official deep studies about the impact of Israeli colonial settlement on every

single component of the Palestinian environment.

The main Recommendation of this Study is that: The State of Palestine
will only be able to Manage the Sustainability of Resources by
Empowerment the Conditions of Palestinians’ Lives to Save their

Environment and Ensure their Social Welfare.
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Appendix 1: List of Experts interviewed by the Researcher (Alphabet order)

Dr. Abdallah Abdallah: Faculty Member
At Birzeit University.

Dr. Ahmed Sadaqgah: Faculty member
At Arab American University.

Dr. Anan Jayyousi: Faculty Member
At An-Najah University & Director of the
UNESCO Chair for the Sustainable
Management of Water Resources.

Mr. Ghassan Daghlas: Responsible for the colonial settlement file in
the north area of Palestinian Territories.
At PLO — Nablus Governorate.

Dr. Khalil Tofakji: Director of MAPS department
At Orient House - Jerusalem.

Ms. May Mshai’l: Director of Research and Studies
At Colonial settlement and Wall Resistance
Commission.

Prof. Rasem Khamayseh: Professor in Urban Planning
At Bar-llan - University-Haifa.

Mr. Salah Al Khawaja: Expert in Israeli colonial settlement
At Colonial settlement and Wall Resistance
Commission.

Mr. Sohail Salman: Expert in Israeli colonial settlement

At The National Campaign Against Colonial
settlements.
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Appendix 3:
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Scenario Matrix Analysis and Calculation Tables

Table 8: Political Scenarios Analysis: (Strategic Choice Matrix)

MMore The Eroston of | Weaker Lack of The Teraeli Izrael's More Israel High Increasing | Frustration | Demographic | The state
Factor = mtemational | Palestinian | agreements | Palestinian political declaration | control | depletion Tsrael control Poverty extremism of expansion of of
support for | negotiator between Anthority herizon for of the mere of more obstacles on 61%% and and Palestinian the frustration
Israel i3 stronger Izrael and the netionalizm | mnatural of to of the unemployment | hostility to youth and Palestinians and
the Palestinians. | of Israelas | resource | natural | investment West rates between | Arabsand | thetrend of | mlight ofthe | mistrust
Palestinians a Jewish TESOUICES in the Bank Palestinians the voluntary | Prevention of [ between
state and Palestinian | according percentage | mmmigration the the
the territories | to Oslo IT of expanzion of | Palestinian
Scenario annexztion accords. religious structural people and
v plan people in plans their
Implement- the Jews Palestinians leadership
ation
Weight 07 05 05 .08 07 07 05 06 07 05 07 .08 07 .08 .08
i, Keep curren KIH] 25 514 51 &2 515 51 51 5.5 51 3035 & 52 51 51
situation = = = = = = = = = Z = = = Z Z
(increase of 0.6 0.4 1.25 5§ 2.5 333 5§ H 3.33 5 0.86 5 15 5 5§
colonial
settling by 3.4
annually).
Scenario 1 0.042 0.02 0.0625 0.4 0.175 233 0.25 0.3 0.233 0.25 0.06 0.4 0.175 0.4 0.4
Score
ii. Colonial /5 JI] 55 5 &1 &1 5 51 51 51 25035 &1 515 5 5
settlement = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
acceleration 0.4 0.2 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 0.7 5 333 5 5
than it is
current
situation.
Scenario 0.028 0.01 0.05 0.4 0.35 0.35 0.25 0.3 0.35 0.25 0.05 0.4 0.233 0.4 0.4
Score
iii. Stop 4/5 kI 52 513 &3 52 &5 51 53 515 40035 & 53 S5 52
adding = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
new 0.5 0.6 1.25 L7 L7 15 333 15 1.7 333 114 15 1.7 333 15
colonial
settlements.
Scenario 3 0.056 0.03 0.0625 0.136 0.119 0.175 0.166 0.15 0.119 0.166 0.08 0.2 0.119 0.266 0.2
Score
iv. Remove 4/5 415 51 55 &1 L] 52 53 53 514 15135 L] 514 55 54
the colonial = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
settlements. 0.5 0.5 5 1 5 1 15 1.7 1.7 1.25 0.43 1 1.25 1 1.25
Scenario 4 0.056 0.04 0.25 0.08 0.35 0.07 0.125 0.102 0.119 0.063 0.03 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.1
Score
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Table 9: Calculation of Scenarios Scores table.

Scenario

JooneeC | 0042 | o002 | 00625 | 04 0175 | 0233 | 025 03 0233 | 025 0.06 0.4 0.175 0.4 04 | 34005

soenario | 0028 | 001 0.05 0.4 0.35 0.35 0.25 03 0.35 0.25 0.05 0.4 0.233 0.4 0.4 3.821

Scenario

3 0056 | 003 | 00625 | 013 | 0119 | 0175 | 0166 | 015 | 0119 | 0166 | 008 02 0119 | 0266 02 | 20445
score .

Scenario

3 0.05 | 004 0.25 0.08 0.35 007 | 0125 | 0102 | 0119 | 0063 | 003 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.1 1635
score .
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Appendix 4: Research Questioner:

oS i) o il g Aviahauddl) ) S il ) aiad) Jlaa (B o) pdd) sdBagial) 444l

ai®y) g
e Agrgalall 3 ) gl il il e @iy i) g La g Seilida siusall a5 55 8 il sl Al il o La ] s
il Jlay!
Q1: What is Israel's strategy in distributing settlements? And how does this affect the
depletion of natural resources over future generations?
faihaiall 8 ) o) sl JOAY) 8 Apdasdal) aal HY) 8 A0 V1 il giusall agasi (S 1D
Q2: How do the Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territories contribute to disturbing
the ecological balance in the region?
Jai) sl Jals Jan ) aslaall 5 S 5l G 2l & daaladl il gl Dm0 3) i sl (g i Jb 130
Aidandll ol HW) e Aeliall ALl ) cilida gl 3 Jand ) LiDliia 5
Q3: Does Israel practice double laws regarding the environment between companies and
factories that work inside Israel and their counterparts that work in Israeli settlements
built on Palestinian lands?
2l Y B da) o i) e Al lay Gaiindl Lgaes BB (e (Jsall (5380 ) sl i (i 14
lede oS Ailall 3 )l sy Bl Le dald § Aynlaiulal)
Q4: How does Israel violate international law through its support for settlements and its
impact on the environment in the Palestinian territories, especially about water
resources and their appropriation?
fclaia¥) Garidadil) sla e Al Hud) il gl Y1 ADIe 4 Lo iS50
Q5: What is the relationship of the environmental impact of the Israeli settlements on
the social life of the Palestinians?

SRl ppianddl) sl e AL ju¥) i il il A1 AENe A Le 6
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Q6: What is the relationship of the environmental impact of the Israeli settlements on
the economic life of the Palestinians?
Clils el (8 Janll (8 4 ) IS 5l L8 Sl o Lo i dgall adinall (b ) Sl 8270
-l allie Jie -SC Gl 8 SN A g e i il JA (e duli) ju)
Q7: In light of the international community's rejection of settlements, what are the
dimensions of foreign companies working in Israeli settlements through permits issued
-by the occupying power, especially in Area C? - such as stone quarries
ot b il giall Aalad Claginly idasdall Aaladll (laal g i glac) il yul al jid) el & L 18
pae b (& dsall (5l elld callan (S s ccailal adle 5l (o i s Gania (5 Glaall @l ) (e
$ilibs gisal) due yid
Q8: What are the dimensions of Israel's requirement to give permits to Palestinian
landfills to absorb settlement waste, despite the fact that these landfills come under
international funding or foreign donors, and how does this violate international law in
light of the illegality of settlements?
Oihaddl) sl e alagl S Led da 5 Slem )58y oS 5 lila gl b dpeliall 3laliall e Lo 19
S ol o3 LaS gl
Q9: How many industrial zones are in the settlements and how are they distributed?
Does it have a positive impact on the economic life of the Palestinians, as Israel claims?
2l )Y A A )l gall (e 3L (& Cuidandal) Glal Ja) sl Lgzcad 1) ) jal) aal) 8 Le 100
S lalal)
Q10: What are the most important obstacles that Israel places for the Palestinians to
benefit from the water resources in the Palestinian territories?
ual e ¢ 3audl Lgillaladia a8 ) 48 sl olpall sl 8 ) sl 2 585 1l 2 ] [ (0

¢ puiba gisall
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Q11: Why does Israel pollute the groundwater despite its plans to seize it for the benefit
of the settlers?
2l Y (& i) da e dega allaat Al dgal) & e o danlil) el (5 sisal) e ]2
€ Cmikanldl) sy ABMe 5 FY) I3 a5 Al )35 ) W S5 Adasdl)
Q12? At the official Palestinian level, who is responsible for following up on
settlements in the Palestinian territories and their environmental impact, as well as
studying and evaluating this impact and its relationship to the lives of Palestinians?
faa s o il giaall all 5V dga) gal dpiplanddl] Ao Sl 8 Lpal yiwl Jakad ellia Ja 1130
Q13: Are there strategic plans in the Palestinian government to confront the
environmental impact of the settlements?
calindin e o 994 4 Ay Anla Bl sl V) & Gl V) il gl 2ae 2 5 s 140
(ple 20 s 220) $2040 pladl 8 dplandall ) V) (5 55 Al
Q14: In light of the increase in the number of Israeli settlers in the Palestinian territories
by 4.4%, according to B'Tselem, how do you see the Palestinian territories in the year
20407? (About 20 years later).
e @l (5 5 S il Glbiall i jeall g sl e i)yl Lgaim 55 25l Jla 3 1150
@Y 5 celaia¥l V) g Loy § ol V1038 & S a5l o g cdidaclill al Y1 L) e
Slinl
Q15: In light of the restrictions imposed by Israel on the urban expansion of Palestinian
population centers, how do you see its impact on the geography of the Palestinian
territories, and the population distribution in these lands? How does this affect the social
and economic life of Palestinians?
f o aiu) a5 (& Anaall (4 8l (e dipdansdill 8 jagdl S sale 116 s

Q16: What is the impact of Palestinian migration from the village to the city in the
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expansion of settlement?
S tainy) da ial L) 5 aal ale 117
Q17: What are the most important 5 mechanisms to resist Israeli colonization of the
Palestinian Land?
S Masin) Ao glia o e Agiadanddl) Apatil) Jadad aaati Ja 118 e
Q18: Are Palestinian development plans consistent with the Palestinians' efforts to resist
settlements?

andl (5 o) ey lilnl 3 19

Q19: Any additions that can enrich the search?

The End.

Researcher: Asma Hannoon. O s elas) sCaalil)
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