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Abstract

The study examined and analysed procedural safeguards for the best interest of
juveniles in Palestinian juvenile justice legislation and compared them to international
standards relating to juvenile justice, in order to identify the strengths and weaknesses
set out in Resolution No. 4 of 2016, on the protection of juveniles and its amendments.
The researcher has adopted the analytical curriculum to address the main problem of
this study, concerning the observance and harmonization of Palestinian domestic
legislation on the protection of juveniles, with the international standards and
safeguards set out in the international conventions and rules on juvenile justice,
particularly the Beijing Rules of 1985 and the Convention on the Rights of the Child of
1989. The Palestinian legislation provides a set of procedural guarantees that juvenile
justice authorities, including the juvenile police, the juvenile prosecutor's office and the
juvenile court, must observe and abide by under nullity. These guarantees extend to the
post-trial phase and the implementation of rehabilitation or correctional measures
against juvenile offenders. The researcher reached a series of conclusions, the most
important of which being: the Palestinian legislature's compliance with the law on the
protection of juveniles and its amendments, with the guarantees of international
conventions relating to juvenile justice. Among other outcomes, juvenile justice has two
main judicial and preventive capacities, and juvenile justice houses extend to the
implementation of the measures imposed on juvenile delinquents. However, it is one of
the most important weaknesses of Palestinian domestic legislation in relation to the
legal provisions governing the operation of the juvenile police. The study recommended
a number of proposals, the most important of which were: the development of

rehabilitation programmes for juvenile delinquents in a manner commensurate with the
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specificity of each event; the use of an interpreter specializing in the area of newer
delinquency; the granting of police power to offer mediation before referring the case to
the juvenile prosecutor's office; and increased logistical and material support for

programmes that contribute to improving the performance of juvenile cases in general.
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