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Abstract

American Cinema's Framing of the Image of Public Relations

Profession: Netflix Films as a Model.

The study aimed to reveal the representation of the public relations profession and
practitioners in American cinema. To achieve this purpose, the researcher followed the
analytical descriptive approach, and resorted to the content analysis tool for eight
American films from 1997-2015. The categories of content analysis dealt with the
characteristics of public relations practitioners, and the image of the public relations
profession. Based on Spencer's classification, their association with other professions,
their purposes, functions, the frameworks through which they are represented, and the

communicative paradigms.

The study found results, the most important of which are: American cinematic films
enhanced the status of the public relations profession in dealing with issues and
managing crises. It also puts public relations practitioners in the image of a hero who
achieves goals and wins battles. , and excitement, as it portrayed the public relations
profession as a deadly weapon winning in the battle, as it is an ideal tool for destruction,

challenge and distortion.

The public relations profession in American cinematic films was linked to marketing,
advertising, and media, which made it confusing to the viewer about the nature of the

public relations profession.

The results showed that the function of research, planning, communication and
evaluation appeared clearly in most films, but it focused more on the result than on
these functions, and therefore the nature of the public relations profession remained

unclear to the viewer.

The goal of public relations in American cinematic films was represented in managing
crises first, strengthening the mental image second, and then gaining confidence and

managing reputation. Bad, and the result PR wins the battle.
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American cinematic films were based on portraying public relations communication
models on the propaganda model, the flow of information and its broadcast in one

direction, except for what requires feedback to win electoral or judicial battles.

Keywords: public relations - cinema - frameworks - representation —
image
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