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Abstract

The study aimed to find out the extent to which university students rely on social media as
a source of electoral information, clarify the preferences of university students in choosing
the means of social media, and show the extent of university students’ confidence in the
credibility of the information they receive about the elections, as well as revealing the
solicitations and persuasive messages that student frameworks employ through platforms.
Social communication during the Student Union Council elections for the year (2023)

To achieve the objectives, the descriptive analytical method was used. A questionnaire was
designed as a tool to collect data from a random sample of (385) students from (An-Najah
National, Birzeit, Hebron, and Bethlehem) universities. The study reached the following most
important results:

University students depend on social media as a source of electoral information to a great
extent, and they prefer to choose social media to use it to achieve their needs to a great extent
as well. They also trust the credibility of the information they receive about elections through
social media to a high degree. It also showed that social media influences decisions.
University students participate in political politics and vote in elections to a high degree.

Two tools were used for the study, the questionnaire and the interview tool as a secondary
tool, by presenting the results of the study to four representatives of the student blocs in the
Palestinian universities.

The results also showed that there is a strong positive correlation between confidence in the
credibility of information via social media on students’ decisions to participate politically and
to vote, as well as between reliance on social media as a source of electoral information and
the communication goals of student frameworks, and also the existence of a moderate
positive correlation between the influence of social media Social influence on students’
decisions to participate politically and vote, and between the persuasion and persuasive
messages that student frameworks employ through social media platforms during elections.

Keywords: Elections, Student Union Councils, Social Media, Uses and Gratifications,
Palestinian universities
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