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The Palestine Liberation Organization
General Secretariat

Date: 28/7/2020

H.E. Michelle Bachelet
High United Nations Commissioner for Human Rights

Dear Michelle,

We write to you with utmost urgency in regards to the ever worsening Israeli attack on
Palestinian and world cultural heritage, in particular the current situation of Al-Ibrahimi
Mosque, a designated world heritage site, located in the Palestinian city of Al-Khalil,
Hebron.

Recently, despite official Palestinian objection, Israel, the occupying power, took the
decision to confiscate Palestinian land located in front of Al-Ibrahimi Mosque for the
purpose of constructing a settler road and elevator. It is crucial to note that such settler
project will lead to irreversible damage, the destruction of a cultural heritage site, and
dictate alterations to the unique historic architecture of the Mosque, which would
blatantly disregard its historic and religious value as a recognized world heritage site.
Furthermore, as UNESCO continues to list Al-Tbrahimi Mosque, and the old town of
Al Khalil/Hebron, as a world heritage site in danger since its listing in 2017, Tsrael, the
occupying power, prevents Palestinian efforts to take the needed measures to restore
and protect the site in order to have it removed off the list of endangered sites. Israel’s
illegal unilateral action targeting Al-Ibrahimi Mosque, which holds special religious
value for all Palestinians, particularly Muslims as well as to the extended Arab and
Muslim wotlds, further triggers religious sentiments, if left unchallenged might lead to

severe consequences.

Since the beginning of the Israel’s occupation in 1967, the occupying power has been
systematically and continuously, attempting to erase and destroy Palestinian culture and
heritage, thus, interfering with long rooted Palestinian practice and traditions. Israel’s
illegal colonial- settlement enterprise constitutes a flagrant violation of international law,
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repeatedly reiterated by relevant UN Resolutions, including UNSC Resolution 2334 (23

December 2006) which includes a clear reference to the obligations of the occupying

power: “Reaffirming the obligation of Israel, the occupying Power, to abide scrupulously by its legal

obligations and responsibilities under the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of

Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and recalling the advisory opinion rendered on

9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice”.

The settlement enterprise and its associated regime; settlements construction, illegal
transfer of Israeli settlers into occupied tetritory, settlement infrastructure networks,
checkpoints and movement restrictions, the construction of the illegal Annexation Wall
and many more, have created a situation that is obstructing Palestinians from access to
their religious, cultural and historical sites. This includes access to Al-Quds, Jerusalem,
which is today completely isolated by the illegal Annexation Wall. In addition to
interference with Palestinian traditions and practices built on the connectedness of
villages and towns of Palestine which are now obstructed, and more so banned. Israel’s
erasure of Palestinian presence, heritage and culture has also been through the theft and
pillage of cultural artifacts. The latest of which was on 20 July 2020, when Israel, the
occupying power, stole a baptismal font, from the governorate of Bethlehem, which
dates back to the Byzantine era.

Cultural heritage is protected under international law, znzer alia, the Hague Convention
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954) and its
protocols, the Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage (1972), the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (1970), and the Fourth
Geneva Convention. Moreover, the destruction of cultural and religious heritage is a
war crime within the meaning of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

While the spread of the Coronavirus reminds us of the importance of joining efforts as
humans to preserve the human kind. Israel, the occupying power, through its attempt
to erase Palestinian cultural heritage by theft and destruction, is not only attacking
Palestine but rather attacking the collective cultural heritage of humanity which
Palestine is a part of.
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Thus, we urge you to swiftly interfere to and take immediate steps to protect Palestinian

cultural heritage, in particular Al-Tbrahimi Mosque facing imminent threat, and pressure

Israel as an occupying power to fulfill its obligations under international law. This

includes the return of all Palestinian artifacts stolen from occupied territory.
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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the role and nature of the work of the Public
Relations Department “PRD” in the PLO in facing the Deal of Century and its
impact on the Palestinian cause. It tests the tools that the “PRD” used to
influence the different Arab and international positions in rejecting all
violations of the international law and terms of references of the peace
process, and in supporting international legitimacy instead.

The researcher found that the success of the public relations’ work appeared
through uncovering the pillars of the deal of the century, exposing its contents
that contradict international legitimacy and distributing this content to the
international levels. It also became clear that the PRD is intensifying
cooperation and networking with international partners at the official and civil
levels to maintain balanced and unified positions based on the rule of
international law to confront the deal. The PRD also stimulated international
momentum and raised its pace as a factor supporting the official efforts.

This study used the content analysis tools, both quantitative and qualitative,
along with meetings in order to get information. The study also presented
these meetings and publications of the Public Relations Department of the
Palestine Liberation Organization within the period from 1/28/ 2020 until
12/31/2020, specifically during the tenure of Dr. Saeb Erekat as Secretary
General, Palestine Liberation Organization.

This researcher selected the period of the analytical study over three months,
December to March of 2020. In the analysis, the study relied on (155)
conducted meetings and (68) media publications. Then, the researcher
collected data from the meetings and media publications, by studying each
according to accurate classification per date, type, purpose, location and
target, this was followed by the analysis process.

The study concluded with a set of results, the most important of which: the

success of the Public Relations Department in communicating the rejection
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power that the Palestinian side has in confronting the "Deal of Century"”. It
also highlighted the full commitment of the Palestinian side with finding a
just and lasting political solution to solving the Palestinian Issue based on
international law. Finally, the PRD could and should mobilize the
international community to support the argument of international legitimacy
through its activities and solid relationships at the international levels to make
sure the PLO utilizes communications and public relations in serving the

national interests.
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