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- '., 3 - Faisal R Khan

{_:’iv: @frkhans87

The Qatari national team Captain Hassan Al-Haidous

wears Palestinian flag armband hours before the start HQatarworldcup2022 #Palestine
of the World Cup 2022. #FIFAWorldCup 1

FIFA has named Palestinian refugee
and social media influencer Wessam
Qutob as the 2022 World Cup
ambassador in Qatar. Thank you for
the gutsy principle symbolic stand on
human rights and justice. Let the
games begin!

k -

[ -
4 /  — =
QATAR]_EATIONAL TEAM CAPTAIN
WEAR_S PALESTINIAN FLAG

ARM_BAND BEFORE MATCH START

Tweet your reply
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Israeli soldiers have shot and murdered two Palestinian
You have hands are stronger than their weapon, brothers; Jawad Alrimawi 22, and his brother Zafer 21.
more powerful than all their state It seems that the “world cup” is a good opportunity for

the fiercest of all their soldiers. the Israeli military to escalate their terror against
To the last breath, you resisted #Ammar Palestinians.
#Palestine

#FIFAWorldCupQatar2022 #Pa
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FIFA world cup is officially humilating cup for ISRAEL

2D ES.

FROM THE RIVER TO THE SEA PALESTINE WILL BE
FREE.

IN SHAA ALLAH E=W .
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< Qatar News Agency &
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finals at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.
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Flag during the #Wo

Lets raise voice for Palestine
Pray for thelr Independen e . @

We call on Mexican fans to express
solidarity and raise Palestine Flag during
the World Cup 2022
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A #Tur fan invaded the #foott pitch with a At the World Cup. Palestinian pride is on full display.
#Palest n flag during #Tu 2*s FHW iC match
with #Fra in #Qatar yesterday. #Palest Ewh #Qata
The pitch invasion sparked chants of “#Pale e’ in
the stadium.
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World Cup fans refused to speak with an Israeli
journalist and chanted 'free Palestine’' in his face.
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Tisiamchanne e Palestine Pound

Tunisian fans raise ‘Free Palestine” flag during the

Tunisia vs Australia 2022 World Cup match in Qatar. It is not the Arab national teams in the World Cup that

raised the heads of our Arab fans, but rather the

Palestinian lions of children and youth. It remains for

the roar of the lions of Palestine to seep into the rest of
dCup202?2 #FWorldCur

the Arab world. #WorldCup2027
#FreePalestine
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the extent to which the fields of communication and sports
contribute at the level of social life, to enhance the national reputation and emboldening
the Palestinian national identity during World Cup Qatar 2022, as well as analyzing the
English tweets on Twitter during that period, which shed light on the Palestinian cause.
The importance of this study is evident in it being one of the first specialized studies in
analyzing the national reputation and the sports communication, regionally and across
Asia.

The study was based on the Agenda Setting Theory in its three levels: agenda setting,
framing, and Network Agenda Setting Theory (NAS), which contributed to the
understanding of the role of tweets on (X) Twitter during World Cup Qatar 2022, and in
understanding how digital audiences set their own agenda in regards to the Palestinian
national identity and national reputation, as well as drawing a framework for how to think
about it and then share it and publicize its meanings and ideas across a wider range of
digital audiences. It also concluded that traditional media outlets were influenced by the
audiences’ agenda and their practice of sports communication.

This study belongs to the field of descriptive-analytical studies, utilizing both
(quantitative and qualitative) research methods, through relying on two main analytical
tools to answer the study’s questions and achieve its objectives, namely the content
analysis tool for the study sample which consists of 396 tweets that the football audience
have posted on (X) Twitter using tow hashtags (#Plaestine and #Worldcup2022), these
audiences that have followed the events of World Cup Qatar 2022 during the period
between November 18" and December 20" of 2022. and the interview tool, which the
researcher has conducted with six specialists in the field of sports communication, both
academics and journalists.

The study recommends the importance of utilizing international football championships,
similar to the World Cup, to spread information relating to the Palestinian cause and the
racial discrimination policies committed by the Israeli occupation against the
Palestinians, more effectively and to a wider range of audiences through use of social
media platforms, specifically Twitter, due to its crucial role in emphasizing and

emboldening the Palestinian national identity and national reputation.
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Regarding the theory, the study showed that during the World Cup Qatar 2022, the
audience have put the Palestinian cause on its agenda, and the study recommended the
necessity of using international football championships to disseminate information more
widely on social media platforms about the Palestinian cause and the policies of racial
discrimination committed by the Israeli occupation against the Palestinians.

Key Words: Sports Communication, Twitter, Palestinian National Reputation, National

Identity, FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
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