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Abstract

Electronic transactions have become a tangible reality of all aspects of our life in
general, including educational and practical aspects. As such, this change towards
the direction of electronic technology has helped improve and complete various
online transactions in all areas. The information revolution and digital technology
have also contributed to the changing nature of bonds because at first all the
signatures were traditional; as it was the only prevalent and legally approved means
of confirming and documenting the information existing in these bonds. This is the
case because the law gave legitimately authentic written bonds as proof of whether
the signature of the signatory is connected to the bonds directly. The emergence
of electronic bonds imposed the necessity of finding ways to guarantee the integrity
of the data and information it contains and link its electronic version to the receiving
parties’. It was necessary to find a technique that works with the nature of electronic
bonds, which is the electronic signature. And with the widespread increase of usage
of electronic transactions, the legislators equated the electronic signature with the
traditional signature. In accordance with specific rules regarding both electronic
signatures and electronic documentation, there is a need for proof of the authenticity
of the signature, which is within the rules and regulations set and decided in
advance; this is needed in order to enhance the authenticity of the bonds and the
authenticity of the electronic signatures, with the purposes of achieving confidence
and security in the electronic signature. Most legislation provided for a need for an
unbiased and neutral third party like the actions of a notary known as an
"intermediary" or 'authentication authority;" this third party issues authenticated
electronic certificates with a reliable place to electronically sign it. That is in addition
to self-assurance and confidence for the individuals involved in the transaction.
The electronic authentication authority practices its activity under different terms
from certain legislation to another. In the cases of Palestine and Jordan, the
authentication authority must obtain a license or prior approval for its practice.
There is a very important role for the authentication authority in achieving
confidence and security in the electronic signature through the proportion of the
signature to its original signatory. This entails many obligations on the
authentication authority's part, and any breach or violations of these obligations
impose serious civil liability. Based on that, it is imperative to study the legal system
of all contributors that carry out the authentication process, the authenticity of the
documents that are certified, and the obligations arising therefrom.
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