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Abstract

The study aimed to explore the current state of the participatory relationship between
kindergartens and the local community in Jerusalem from the perspective of directors and
the local community. It proposed a model to enhance this relationship in light of modern
theories. To achieve the study's objectives, the researcher employed a descriptive
methodology, incorporating both quantitative and qualitative approaches. A
questionnaire was used to gather opinions from directors and parents, while interviews
were conducted to obtain insights from directors and community centers. The study
sample was chosen using a stratified random sampling method, consisting of 130
kindergarten directors and 204 parents. Additionally, a purposive sample of 4 community
centers and 9 directors was selected for interviews, and 6 inspectors/guides were chosen

for the focus group to build the model.

The study revealed several key findings: regarding the current state of the participatory
relationship between kindergartens and the local community from the perspective of
directors and the local community, it was found to be moderate, with an overall mean
score of 2.86. The area of community participation in enhancing social fitness and values
received the highest mean score of 3.05, followed by community participation in activities
and events in kindergartens with a mean score of 2.98. The area of community
participation in developing kindergarten programs had a mean score of 2.79, and the area
of community support for kindergartens with material (financial) and moral resources had
a mean score of 2.77. The area of community participation in the philosophy, vision, and

plans of kindergartens had a mean score of 2.66.

The results indicated that the requirements for implementing a partnership with the local
community include reducing failures due to kindergarten management, enhancing
partnerships with the supportive environment, improving relationships with the local
community, increasing local community funding, strengthening partnerships with

parents, developing crisis management, and enhancing planning.

The findings also showed no statistically significant differences at the significance level
(o < 0.05) between the averages of the current state of the participatory relationship

between kindergartens and the local community from the perspectives of directors and
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parents attributable to variables such as gender, supervising authority, kindergarten
location, or years of experience of the directors. However, differences were found based
on variables such as age, educational qualification, social role, number of children in

kindergartens, type of kindergarten children, and number of kindergarten children.

Based on the previous quantitative and qualitative results, and to enhance the level of
community partnership, the researcher proposed a model for developing the relationship,
which included a philosophy and vision for achieving constructive and dynamic
communication with the local community. The study recommended strengthening the
community partnership with kindergartens, considering it a collaborative relationship
between educational institutions and the local community to improve the learning
experience and childcare in the preschool stage. It also recommended enhancing the
quality of education in kindergartens through the exchange of good practices and
experiences, enabling comprehensive development through community partnerships that
support the holistic development of preschool children, and providing opportunities for
communication and cooperation between teachers and parents, organizing workshops and
meetings to exchange information and provide support and guidance to families in the

field of childcare and education.

Keywords: current state of the participatory relationship, kindergartens, kindergarten

directors, local community, Jerusalem.
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