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Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the extent to which Arab primary school
principals in the Negev region possess self-leadership competencies and their correlation
with their performance improvement. Additionally, the study sought to explore the
variations in this role based on study variables such as gender, educational qualifications,
years of service, and monthly income among teachers in the primary schools of the
Negev.

The researcher employed a descriptive-correlational research methodology and
utilized a questionnaire and interviews as research instruments. The questionnaire
consisted of two sections: the first section covered self-leadership competencies, while
the second section focused on job performance, divided into six domains (self-
competencies, technical competencies, human competencies, intellectual competencies,
administrative competencies, and job performance). The study included all male and
female teachers in the primary stage in the Negev, totaling (4,356) individuals, working
in (93) primary schools during the (2021-2023) academic year.

A stratified random sample of teachers from the targeted schools was selected,
and 500 questionnaires were distributed. The study received and analyzed 396 completed
questionnaires. Additionally, personal interviews were conducted with 45 teachers
selected from the random sample of primary school teachers in the Negev.

The study yielded the following results:

-According to teachers' perceptions, the degree to which Arab primary school principals
in the Negev possess self-leadership competencies is very high.
-There were no significant differences in the mean responses of the study sample

concerning the extent to which Arab primary school principals in the Negev possess self-
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leadership competencies when related to the gender variable (male, female). However,
the results indicated significant differences in the mean responses of teachers holding a
bachelor's degree and those holding higher degrees in the self-leadership competencies
scale in favor of teachers with higher degrees. The results also showed significant
differences in the mean responses of the study sample regarding the extent to which Arab
primary school principals in the Negev possess self-leadership competencies when
related to the variable of years of service in favor of teachers with less than 5 years of
service compared to those with 5-15 years of service. Furthermore, the results indicated
significant differences in the mean responses of the study sample regarding the extent to
which Arab primary school principals in the Negev possess self-leadership competencies
when related to the variable of years of service in favor of teachers with less than 5 years
of service compared to those with more than 15 years of service. Lastly, the study
revealed no significant differences in the mean responses of the study sample concerning
the level of job performance of self-managing Arab primary school principals in the
Negev when related to the variable of income level. Moreover, the study showed a
positive and statistically significant relationship between principals' acquisition of
leadership competencies and their job performance, according to teachers' perceptions.
However, the study found no statistically significant predictive relationship between
leadership competencies and job performance.

The results of the interview also showed that the most frequent competency is the
proposal “distributing administrative tasks to teachers,” which is among the most
frequent leadership competencies possessed by the school principal and significantly
affects the level of principals’ job performance. The least frequent of these proposals is

the sixth proposal (listening to others and considering their circumstances). It was found
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that (55.56%) of the teachers interviewed believed that principals lack these

competencies.

Keywords: self-leadership competencies, job performance, primary school principals,

Negev region, teachers' perceptions.
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