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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the extent to which critical thinking skills are incorporated

into the reading texts of the English language textbook for the eighth grade in Palestine.

The researcher used the descriptive-analytical method for content analysis, for achieving

study's objectives, the researcher prepared a content analysis card as a tool to measure

critical thinking skills, which included four main skills: inference, analysis, interpretation,

and evaluation. The researcher and another specialized teacher analyzed the textbook

texts and completed the analysis tool after validating it by presenting it to experts and

calculating its reliability using the Holsti equation. The frequencies and percentages for

each field and paragraph were then extracted. The study results showed a variation in the

distribution of critical thinking skills paragraphs. The analysis skill ranked first with an

average of (3.66), then interpretation with an average of (3.65), inference with an average

of (3.55 )and evaluation ranked last with an average of (3.10). The study recommended

the need to develop the reading texts in English language textbooks to enhance students'

critical thinking skills and to make substantial modifications to the activities associated

with the reading texts.

Key words: critical thinking, Reading content, Content analysis.
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