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Abstract

This study addresses the role of public-school principals in the Northern District
in developing educational assessment strategies. It aims to identify the differences in the
responses among the sample population based on variables such as gender, educational
qualifications, years of experience, and job title. The study adopted a descriptive-
analytical developmental methodology, with both quantitative and qualitative aspects.
The study population (quantitative) consisted of all Arab teachers in public high schools
in the Northern District within the Green Line, totaling 6,267 teachers. The study sample
for the quantitative part consisted of 451 teachers, was selected using a stratified random
sampling method. The qualitative sample, consisting of 12 school principals, chosen
purposively due to their field and practical experience. The data were collected using two
tools: a questionnaire and interviews. The questionnaire consisted of seven sections,
while the interview protocol included 11 questions.

The results showed that school principals play a significant role in this area. The
highest-rated areas of the principals’ involvement were "supervising and monitoring
teachers in the assessment process” and "classroom performance assessment,” both of
which received very high ratings. Additionally, it was evident that the principals place
great importance on monitoring classroom performance assessments, providing evidence
to teachers and parents, and diversifying assessment strategies to meet students' needs.

The analysis of the interviews with public school principals and educational

inspectors emphasized the need for developing students' life skills, fostering higher-order
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thinking skills, and enhancing self-assessment abilities. The participants highlighted the
importance of guiding teachers through training courses and organizing work groups,
with continuous monitoring through classroom visits and observations and analysis of
student results. Considering the philosophy of authentic assessment, there was a strong
emphasis on the need to keep up with the latest development and to activate the
participation of the school community in the assessment process.

Furthermore, the results also showed no statistically significant differences in
most areas between males and females, except in the "classroom performance
assessment™” area, where the differences favored females. Additionally, there were
statistically significant differences between individuals with higher academic
qualifications and those with a bachelor's degree or lower in the areas of “assessing
educational aspects” and "following up on updates,” while no differences were found in
other areas. Regarding years of experience and job title, no significant differences were
recorded.

The researcher recommends enhancing training for school principals, particularly
in the areas of classroom performance assessment and educational aspects. The study
suggested providing training programs focused on developing educational assessment
strategies, while also considering the various impacts of academic qualifications.

The proposed model in the research is based on the philosophy of authentic
assessment. It aims to engage students more deeply in the assessment process, guide
teachers in designing assessments that mimic real-life situations and promote critical
thinking.

Keywords: Educational assessment, authentic assessment, school principal role,
assessment strategies, Northern District.
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