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Abstract

This study aimed to develop an educational unit based on enhancing social-emotional
learning (SEL) skills in science for fourth-grade students in schools in Jenin
Governorate. It also sought to examine the extent to which the science curriculum
incorporates the five SEL skills: self-awareness, self-management, social awareness,
responsible decision-making, and social responsibility. Additionally, the study
focused on highlighting the impact of negative events associated with the Israeli
occupation on students’ academic performance and psychological stability in science,
as these events significantly influence the educational environment.

To achieve these objectives, the study employed the developmental approach
following the ADDIE model, which consists of five key phases: Analysis, Design,
Development, Implementation, and Evaluation. This model is characterized by its
flexibility and ease of use, making it suitable for developing an educational unit that
addresses students' needs and enhances their social-emotional skills. Moreover, the
researcher utilized the descriptive-analytical method to analyze the content of the first
unit in the Science and Life textbook for fourth grade, aiming to evaluate the inclusion
of SEL skills and determine students’ needs.

The study involved two main samples: the first sample was the content of the fourth-
grade science curriculum, specifically the first unit, which was analyzed in detail. The
second sample consisted of science teachers in Jenin Governorate. Tools such as a
student needs analysis card and questionnaires were used to identify the needs and
evaluate the behavioral objectives of the proposed educational unit. These tools were
applied to fourth-grade students at Muntaha Al-Hourani School, with 55 female
students participating in the needs analysis and evaluation of objectives.

The results indicated that the science textbook partially covers SEL skills but lacks
comprehensive and integrated coverage, highlighting the need for curriculum
development to effectively incorporate these skills. Furthermore, the study revealed
that negative events resulting from the occupation significantly impact students'
academic performance and psychological stability, necessitating additional
psychological and educational support for students in these areas.

Based on these findings, a proposed educational unit was developed, featuring
interactive activities and educational games aimed at fostering collaboration and
positive interaction among students, as well as enhancing critical thinking and
problem-solving skills. The unit was designed using the ADDIE model to ensure a
comprehensive educational approach that supports both scientific knowledge and SEL
skills.

In light of these findings, the study recommended the development of a
comprehensive curriculum that fully integrates the five SEL skills for fourth-grade
students, with an emphasis on designing new educational units tailored to students'
needs and circumstances. Additionally, the study emphasized the importance of
providing psychological support to students affected by the negative events of the
occupation through counseling programs and emotional support within schools to
ensure a stable and conducive learning environment.
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