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Abstract

Any peaceful solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict centres on the notions of either co-
existing in one state, regardless of its form and characteristics, or living separately in two
independent states. In addition to the actual failure of the partition option, many factual
premises emphasise that the territory of Mandatory Palestine cannot be divided between two
independent states. These objective realities are reinforced by legal parameters. The one-state
solution is much more responsive to the norms of international law and rights of the Palestinian
people than the notion of partition. It can be argued that the notion of partition is in many
respects contrary to the Palestinian rights protected under international law.

This study is divided into two parts. Outlining factual premises, including geography,
economy, ideology and history, the first part examines how these realities align with the one-
state solution. It also explores legal parameters by investigating the Palestinian people’s right
to self-determination and establishment of the State of Israel by the acquisition of Palestinian
land. It discusses recognition of this acquisition by the United Nations and international
community as well as attempts to legitimise it despite subsequent crimes of genocide, ethnic
cleansing and apartheid against the indigenous population. The inquiry further highlights the
failure of United Nations resolutions and international conventions to provide a legal
justification that prevents the Palestinian people from exercising self-determination on their
entire territory from the river to the sea.

Informed by the provisions of international law, the second part addresses and attempts to
assess the historical context of projects tailored to bring an end to the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict. The concept of one-state, which is capable of empowering the Palestinian and Jewish
peoples to coexist, is also reviewed. Based on international law, the positive and negative
aspects of each paradigm are also presented. The second part concludes by proposing one state
that combines the pros of each paradigm, while excluding the cons.

It may be time for the Palestinian people to reformulate their concept of struggle for self-
determination. They can shift from the struggle for freedom and independence to the strife for
equal rights, culminating in one democratic state throughout the Palestinian territory. This does
not lose sight of the Jewish specificity, which the Jews fear to dissolve into the Arab milieu.
Keywords: Right to self-determination; one state; partition; acquisition; apartheid.
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