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Abstract

This study examines the extent to which the Palestinian legal system provides
adequate criminal protection for children against sexual exploitation crimes
committed via the Internet. It highlights the severity of online child sexual
exploitation and analyzes the approach adopted by the Palestinian judiciary in

adjudicating such offenses.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study identifies the legal
provisions addressing online sexual exploitation of individuals under the age of
eighteen, analyzing their legal framework, constituent elements, and manifestations. It
further evaluates these provisions to identify strengths and weaknesses in

safeguarding children from such crimes.

The findings reveal that Palestinian legislation has recognized online child sexual
exploitation as a serious criminal offense and has made efforts to define and
criminalize it, acknowledging its grave threat to society. Law No. 10 of 2018 provides
a legal definition of online child sexual exploitation as any intentionally transmitted or
published material via electronic networks or information technology that depicts
pornographic acts involving individuals under eighteen. Furthermore, Decree-Law
No. 43 of 2022, amending the Palestinian Child Law No. 7 of 2004, broadens the
definition of exploitation to include the exploitation of the prostitution of others, other
forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor, compulsory services, and practices

resembling slavery.

While Palestinian law, similar to other legal systems, has taken a positive step
toward criminalizing online sexual exploitation of children, it falls short in addressing
certain crucial aspects that influence the occurrence of such crimes. Specifically,
although it delineates the criminal liability of Internet service providers and
publishers, it lacks a sufficiently comprehensive punitive framework tailored to this

offense.
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The study recommends enacting stringent and well-defined legal mechanisms to
monitor and prohibit the circulation of any child-related pornographic content, and to
prosecute offenders, particularly Internet service providers. It also emphasizes the
need for preventive measures by families, civil society organizations, and educational
institutions to raise children’s awareness, warn them about interacting with strangers
on social media, and caution them against sharing personal information or images

with virtual acquaintances.

Keywords: Criminal protection, child, online sexual exploitation, Palestinian

legislation.
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