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Drug trafficking and electronic promotion in light of Palestinian
criminal legislation (A Comparative Study)

Jumana Ahmad Tayseer Sabbah
Dr. Dr. Asma Dweikat

Dr. Ahmad Al-Ashgar

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Sheikh

Abstract
This study aimed to analyze the legal framework governing the crime of drug

trafficking and promotion electronically within the Palestinian penal legislation, and to
present it in comparison with the Jordanian legislation, with the aim of evaluating the

effectiveness of the Palestinian legislation and proposing means for its development.

The study addressed the main problem concerning the increasing use of the
Internet and social media in drug trafficking and promotion, and the challenge this
poses to existing penal legislations, particularly in Palestine, where the old legislations
were insufficient to confront this emerging crime. To address this problem, the
researcher adopted the comparative analytical approach to analyze and evaluate the
legal texts, in addition to the descriptive approach to illustrate the forms and

manifestations of electronic drug trafficking.

The study concluded with a set of results, most notably: that technological
development has created new patterns of drug trafficking and promotion, where the
Internet and social media have contributed to facilitating these crimes. The Palestinian
legislation, represented by the Electronic Crimes Law of 2018 and the Anti-Narcotics
Law of 2015, has given significant attention to addressing this serious phenomenon by
criminalizing acts related to drug trafficking and promotion electronically and

intensifying penalties for its perpetrators. The study also emphasized the importance of
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the actus reus and mens rea in the crime of electronic drug trafficking, where the actus
reus includes the prohibited acts that take place online, while the men’s rea is the

criminal intent of the offender.

The study reached a set of recommendations, the most important of which are:
the necessity of developing penal legislations to keep pace with technological
developments and explicitly criminalize electronic drug trafficking, and to activate
mechanisms for detecting and combating these crimes. It also recommends enhancing
international cooperation to exchange information and expertise in this field, and
developing awareness strategies for young people about the risks and harms of

electronic drug trafficking.

Keywords: Electronic Drug Trafficking, Electronic Crimes, Electronic Drug

Promotion, Palestinian Penal Legislation, Internet.
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