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The Legal Regulation of Domestic Violence Crimes in Palestine in
Light of International Conventions
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Abstract

This thesis aims to study and analyze the legal regulation of domestic violence
crimes in Palestine, focusing on the extent to which current Palestinian legislation
aligns with relevant international conventions. The objective is to evaluate the
effectiveness of the legal protection afforded to victims of domestic violence,
particularly women and children, and to propose avenues for enhancing this protection.
The study seeks to highlight the profound importance of combating domestic violence
as a serious social and legal phenomenon that threatens the security and stability of the
Palestinian family and society, and impedes the realization of social justice and human

rights.

The study critically examined the main problem: the adequacy and effectiveness
of the current legal framework for domestic violence crimes in Palestinian legislation
in providing comprehensive protection and necessary deterrence, in light of Palestine's
international obligations and the practical challenges confronting the enforcement of
these laws. To address this problem, the thesis employed an analytical methodology,
scrutinizing relevant Palestinian legal texts concerning domestic violence crimes, and
a comparative methodology, reviewing prominent international conventions and

standards.

The researcher reached several significant findings, principally that despite the

existence of some provisions criminalizing forms of domestic violence and affording
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them procedural specificity, Palestinian legislation lacks a comprehensive and unified
law on domestic violence that includes a clear definition and appropriate classification
for all its forms. Furthermore, some prescribed penalties for certain domestic violence
crimes are disproportionate to the gravity of the act, and gaps exist in victim protection
mechanisms during investigation and trial stages, which impedes the achievement of
preventive and remedial justice. Finally, the study revealed a disparity between
Palestinian legal regulation and international human rights standards pertaining to
combating domestic violence, necessitating a review and development of the legal

framework.

The researcher recommends the urgent enactment of a specific and integrated
Palestinian law on domestic violence, which incorporates a comprehensive and unified
definition of this phenomenon and re-evaluates the classification and penalties for
related crimes. It further stresses the importance of full alignment of Palestinian
legislation with relevant international conventions, and the activation and expansion of
protection orders to provide immediate and effective protection for victims. Lastly, the
thesis calls for the establishment of specialized units for investigating and prosecuting
domestic violence cases, and for providing comprehensive support to victims

(psychological, legal, social) to empower them and enhance their access to justice.

Keywords: Domestic Violence, Palestinian Legislation, International Conventions,

Victim Protection, Women and Children.
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