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Abstract

The study aimed to examine the role of principals and teachers in special education
institutions in promoting media awareness of issues concerning persons with disabilities
and to propose a framework for its development. To achieve this objective, a
descriptive-analytical methodology was employed, integrating both quantitative and
qualitative approaches, as well as a developmental perspective. The study population
comprised media professionals concerned with disability issues, alongside principals
and teachers of special education institutions in the Ramallah and Jerusalem
governorates. A random sample of 217 teachers and principals was selected, in addition
to a purposive sample of seven influential media professionals working in Arab and
international media outlets, who participated in qualitative interviews. To meet the
study objectives, a questionnaire was developed, consisting of five domains and 44
items, complemented by an interview protocol for media professionals. The validity and
reliability of the study instruments were confirmed.

The findings of the study revealed a high level of engagement by principals and teachers
in special education institutions in promoting media awareness of issues affecting
persons with disabilities. Moreover, statistically significant differences were observed at
the alpha level (a < 0.05) in participants’ mean ratings regarding this role, which were
attributed to years of professional experience.

Based on these findings, a framework was developed to strengthen the role of principals
and teachers in promoting awareness of issues persons with disabilities are facing.
Recommendations were also formulated in alignment with the study’s results.

Keywords: Special education institutions, media awareness, persons with disabilities.
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