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Characteristics of students with learning disabilities in primary
schools in the Negev and strategies for their treatment from the point
of view of resource room teachers: Training Program Proposal

Rehab Ali Salm Abo Zaid

Prof. Burhan. M. Hamadneh
Dr. Mohammad Abu Shaerah
Dr. Mahmoud Samir Obaid

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the defining characteristics of students with learning
difficulties in elementary schools in the Negev and evaluate the intervention strategies
employed from the perspective of resource room teachers. Adopting a descriptive
research design, the study surveyed a population of 240 teachers, from which a stratified
random sample of 218 was drawn. Two instruments were developed: the first, a 70-
item scale encompassing nine domains; the second, a 23-item questionnaire.

The Findings indicate that intellectual characteristics (most notably memory deficits)
constitute the most prevalent dimension of learning difficulties, accounting for a
relative weight of 76.8 %. Among intervention strategies, the use of educational games
was ranked highest, with a relative weight of 84.4 %. No statistically significant
differences were observed across teachers’ evaluations with respect to gender, whether
by domain or in the overall composite score.

Based on these findings, the study concludes with a recommendation that the
Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education strengthen its institutional
focus on students with learning difficulties by expanding specialized programs and
ensuring sustained pedagogical support.

Keywords: Learning difficulties; Intervention strategies; Proposed framework.
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