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Abstract
In recent years, there has been a notable escalation in hate speech and racial discrimination,

particularly across the digital space and social media platforms, which has raised growing
legal and legislative challenges concerning the capacity of national and comparative systems
to regulate and effectively confront this phenomenon. This study comes as a response to such
challenges, aiming to explore how these crimes are regulated under Palestinian legislation
and to compare this with other legal systems, with a focus on their criminal and human rights
dimensions, while highlighting the shortcomings or ambiguities that may limit the
effectiveness of legal provisions. The study set out three main objectives: first, to establish
clear boundaries and scope for the concept of hate crimes in the digital context, given its
evolving nature; second, to analyze the legal issues associated with the elements of these
crimes, particularly the matter of proving intent and its impact on criminalization and
sentencing, while drawing on comparative experiences, especially those of Egypt and Jordan;
and third, to shed light on national and international positions regarding these crimes and
their close connection to the human rights framework. To achieve these aims, the study
employed both the descriptive-analytical and comparative approaches, by defining concepts,
deconstructing elements, and analyzing relevant legal texts, particularly Decree-Law No.
(10) of 2018 and its amendment by Decree-Law No. (38) of 2021, alongside examining legal
and policy mechanisms for addressing these crimes. The findings revealed that Article (24)
represented a legislative advancement yet was marred by conceptual ambiguity, while

Articles (52) and (53) demonstrate only a limited acknowledgment of digital challenges and
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lack adequate safeguards to ensure effective enforcement. Furthermore, the study identified
a high degree of operational capacity within the Cybercrime Unit in terms of skilled
personnel and advanced technical resources, as well as uniformity among governorates in the

application of precise, standardized definitions of fundamental concepts.

. The study also reveals a high level of competence within the cybercrime unit in terms of
human resources and technical capacities, disparities in enforcement across governorates,
and the absence of standardized definitions for key concepts. The study concluded with a set
of practical recommendations, most notably the issuance of interpretative executive
regulations, the development of the institutional framework of the cybercrime unit supported
by qualified personnel and advanced technologies, the signing of memoranda of
understanding with global platforms, the adoption of a comprehensive national strategy
linking criminal justice policies with digital transformation plans, and the establishment of
academic and institutional partnerships with universities and civil society organizations to
ensure an effective and sustainable response to these crimes.

Keywords: Hate and Racism Crimes, Social Media, Palestinian Legislation.
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