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Abstract

E-leadership Competencies for the governmental high schools principals
in Palestine, and a proposal for its development

The study aimed to identify the practice of e-leadership skills among the
governmental high schools principals in Palestine, and to formulate a proposal for its
development. The research consists of two parts; Part I: Examines the status of e-
leadership practice among school principals, and examines whether there are
differences between the means of the participants’ practice of e- leadership
competencies according to variables: (Gender, qualification, years of experience,
electronic infrastructure). Part Il presents a proposal for e-leadership development
among high school principals in Palestine.

The researcher used the analytical descriptive approach to achieve the study's
objectives, based on quantitative and qualitative tools for collecting the study's data.
The community of the study is composed of the 889 principals of governmental
secondary schools distributed in 18 northern directorates in Palestine. The random
stratified sample was 227 principals. The sample of the qualitative study consisted of
10 principals of governmental secondary schools, and (10) experts in educational
management.

The researcher used two data collecting tools. The first tool was the
questionnaire; It consisted of (40) items distributed in five components: Justice and
digital citizenship, leadership of e-development planning, empowering the leader,
design of e-system, ongoing professional development of e- leadearship practice. The
second tool was individual interviews; where the interview questions were developed
using relevant pedagogical literature. Data was analysed using SPSS 25.0. To analyse

the interviews of the principals and the experts regarding their e-leadership practice,
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the resercher used the inductive and deductive mehtods. The most important findings
of the study were as follows: (1)The mean of the practice of electronic leadership
competencies by the principals in Palestine was (3.77), which is a "high" score. (2)
Statistically significant differences in favour of females existed at an level (a<0.05)
between the govenmental principals' means of the of e-leadership practices attributable
to the gender variable (male, female). (3)There were no statistically significant
differences at the level (0<0.05) between the govenmental principals’ means of the of
e-leadership practices attributable to the scientific qualification variable (bachelor's,
master's and higher).(4)Statistically significant differencies in favour of principals with
10 years of experience existed at the significant level (0<0.05) between the
govenmental principals' means of the of e-leadership practices, attributable to the years
of experience variable (less than 5 years, less than 5 years to less than 10 years, 10 years
and more).(5)Statistically significant differenceis in faver of schools with sufficient and
excellent infrasrtucture existed at the significant level (0<0.05) between the
govenmental principals’ means of the of e-leadership practices attributable to the
electronic infrastructure variable (insufficient, sufficient, excellent).

A proposal for e-leadership development of high school principals was conceptualized.
Based on the study's findings, the study recommended that the following deeds should
be taken care of: (1) systematic and continuous development of e-leadership skills
appropriate for the technological developments. and (2) utilization of the International
Society for Technology in Education standards for school leaders in the preparation of
school principals' training programs for the development of electronic leadership skills.
and (3) development of an incentive system for school principals to encourage them to
develop their e-competencies. (4) writing of a manual containing applications and

programs to promote electronic leadership skills and associated practices. (5)
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incorporation of e-leadership practices into the annual performance evaluation of
school principals. (6) Equitable provision of modern electronic infrastructure to
government schools. (7) Adoption of the vision proposed by the Palestinian Ministry
of Education “Developing electronic leadership competencies among secondary school
principals in Palestine”, for its important role in its implementation. And (8) Enhancing
the participation of school principals in policymaking and decision-making for

educational institutions.
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