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Abstract

The Scout movement is a crucial civil society institution for nurturing affiliated youth.
Previous scientific studies conducted in the Palestinian and Arab contexts have addressed
its political, social, and educational aspects, yet it has received limited attention from the
media and communication channels. This study aims to enhance our understanding of
public relations and its influence on scout behavior, specifically regarding polarization.
The researcher employed a mixed-method approach, utilizing questionnaires and in-depth
interviews as the primary data collection tools. The study population comprised 200
scouts and six public relations officials from the scout groups under investigation. The
study design drew upon theoretical triangulation, incorporating social identity, self-
categorization, and social comparison theories to address the central question regarding
the relationship between social and psychological factors among scout members and their
polarization behavior and the role of public relations in this context. Analyzing the study
questionnaire, the researcher found statistically significant differences in cognitive
processes that favored those who exhibited polarization tendencies. Through in-depth
interviews, the researcher discovered similarities and differences in reinforcing scouts'
identity within the Palestinian context and its impact on polarization. It was unanimously
agreed that creating a nurturing scouting environment plays a vital role in strengthening
individuals' group affiliation and instilling the principles of the scouting movement. The
respondents also unanimously acknowledged the foundations they employ to promote

individual and collective belonging to the Scout identity. However, their approaches, as
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well as the challenges and obstacles they encountered, varied. Regarding polarization, the
reasons and factors hindering it differed among respondents. Nonetheless, they
unanimously recognized the crucial role of members in polarization, while the majority

indicated a lack of utilization of social media platforms as a means to polarize.

Keywords: Scout’s group, the social and psychological factors, behavior, polarization.
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