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The future of the Israeli existence in the Middle East following the

Abraham Accords: A geopolitical perspective reading

Abstract

The study aimed to provide an analytical reading to identify the
future geopolitical landscape of Israel in the Middle East following the
Abraham Accords, which were signed between several Arab countries
and Israel, including the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, with
American sponsorship in September 2020, followed shortly by Morocco
and Sudan. This formed a defining moment in the history of Israeli-Arab
relations; hence, it potentially impacts the Israel's engagement in the
Middle East. The primary research question guiding the study was: How
could the Abraham Accords influence the future Israeli presence in the

Middle East from a geopolitical perspective®

This study, which is characterized as a descriptive-analytical study,
relied on three research approaches in an attempt to understand and
interpret Israel's strategy for its presence in the Middle East: system
analysis, continuity and change, and the theory of the vital space of states.
The researcher used two research tools: in-depth interviews conducted
with eight experts and specialized individuals, and the observation tool
which is based on desk research conducted before and during the study

preparation.

The study consisted of three main chapters, each divided into two
sections, in addition to conclusions, recommendations, and a conclusion.
The first chapter of the study included the general and methodological
framework of the research, while the second chapter discussed the
geopolitical foundations of the Middle East and Israel's engagement

strategies. The third and final chapter presented the stages of Israeli
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presence in the Middle East in its first section. The second section
discussed the Abraham Accords and the significance of the phase that
emerged in the Middle East. Finally, the third chapter offered a forward-
looking perspective on the future of Israeli presence in the Middle East,

highlighting key hindering factors.

The study concluded with several findings, including that,
according to the "Ratzel" model, Israel as a state, seeks growth as a living
entity and requires a set of components and resources that it aims to
achieve through geopolitical expansion in the Middle East. Thus, Israeli
ambitions will not stop at the milestones of the Abraham Accords but will
extend further, employing various strategies, given the sense of
achievement among Israeli leaders following the failure of the Arab
Spring and the sowing of internal conflicts that have generated popular,

grassroots, and Palestinian frustration.

Israel, as an occupying state, seeks full legitimacy as a Middle
Eastern state, which cannot be achieved without its ability to engage
geopolitically and transform its relationship with Arab countries into a
partnership based on interests that go beyond ideological and identity
concepts. Israel utilized the Abraham Accords to create a state of political
disintegration in the equation of the unified identity of the Middle East,
replacing it with an identity of latent conflict for dominance in the
political scene. As a result, some key Middle Eastern states lost their

positions in favor of what were once considered peripheral states.

The study also found that, despite Israel's accelerated greed for
expanding normalization agreements, it will rely on a phased or partial
normalization strategy, specifically with some central countries like Saudi
Arabia. This is due to various factors, including the uniqueness of each

Middle Eastern country and Israel's fear of unexpected changes that could
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upset political balances. Additionally, there are inhibiting factors, divided
into internal inhibiting factors related to the transformations taking place
within the Israeli entity and its identity as a state, and regional inhibiting
factors within the dynamic Middle East system, and international
inhibiting factors within the changing dynamics that can break the one-

pole equation.

As for the scenarios for the future geopolitical presence of Israel in
the Middle East, the researcher presented three scenarios: the optimistic
scenario, in which Israel can quickly engage with the Middle East; the
alarming scenario, where lIsrael faces a "Geopolitical Arab Awakening"
that reclaims Middle Eastern identity and excludes Israel from the
equation; and the realistic scenario, in which Israel can expand its
presence in the Middle East and gain a future geopolitical presence but
within a phased equation determined by multiple variables and subject to

changing conditions.
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