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Abstract

Criminal responsibility is considered one of the basic pillars upon which criminal punishment
is based, through which perpetrators are deterred from their actions, as the lesson in the
elements of crime is awareness, perception, and discrimination of actions at the time of their
cominission, so that the offender bears the consequences of his actions that he committed in

order for the crime to occur and its authority to take effect. On the victim.

This study came in order to study the extent to which the rules of criminal responsibility are
applied to offenders when they commit these crimes, especially when the perpetrator
committed his crime without awareness and awareness due to a mental illness that affects his
discrimination and prevents him from committing his crime without awareness of what he is
doing. These cases that affect individuals usuvally affect On his mind permanently, which is
called a state of (absolute insanity), or it affects him in the form of temporary periods that

afflict him from time to time, the latter of which is called a state of {non-abstract insanity).

The main question of the research problem was raised as follows: To what extent do the rules
of criminal responsibility apply to the perpetrators if they commit the crime while their will is

affected by a psychological illness?

The research was based on the comparative descriptive analytical approach by studying the
rules of criminal responsibility in Palestinian legislation and comparing the position of
legislation regarding the punishment prescribed in the event of a lack of criminal
responsibility in the case of mental illness in each of the laws: (Moroccan, Iraqi, Algerian,

and Syrian). And the Egyptian).
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The researcher also divided his research into three chapters: the first, the nature of criminal

responsibility, which studied the elements of criminal responsibility, its nature and definition,
and the second chapter: the concept of mental illness and its classifications, in which the
researcher studied the concept of mental illness and its classifications, and the third chapter:
the position of legislation. of mental illness and its punishment according to Palestinian
legislation. The researcher studied the legislative position on mental illness in a comparative
manner and the position of Palestinian legislation in particular on the punishment resulting

from criminal acts if they are committed under the influence of mental illness.

Thus, at the conclusion of his study, the researcher reached the most prominent results, the
most important of which are: that mental illness is an abnormal condition that afflicts a
person, negatively affecting his mind and body, and causing disturbances in his thinking and
perception, thus removing or diminishing his capacity, or changing some of the laws for
whomever it is exposed to, which It causes a partial imbalance in some elements of his
personality, and the effect of mental illness on criminal liability varies according to the
degree of this illness in affecting his awareness and perception. The researcher also
recommended his most prominent recommendations to : Verifying the truth about the
perpetrator’s psychological illness, and not just claiming illness, and not relying on the papers
and testimonies that are presented, by presenting him to a specialized committee to examine
him and assess his condition, and at the same time, giving the judge complete freedom in
choosing the appropriate punishment to deter, discipline, and reform the psychological
patient, as it is more People need to appreciate his circumstances, and not adhere to a specific

penalty specified by the law for all similar cases.
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