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The legal status of the Palestinian workers

Under the Israeli law

Abstract

This study aimed to cover the status and the rights of Palestinian Workers bearers of
Palestinian citizenship, who are employed by Israeli Employers within the green line or
outside it, in any possible territory ruled by Israel following the related international
treaties. The study aimed also to reveal to what extent the Israeli laws of labor and
protection are implemented on Palestinian workers and how these laws impact the nature

of their work , rights and their duties.

We shed light on these rights besides the similarities and differences between these
rights and those of Israeli workers'. We tried through this study to reveal this
discrimination and study the cause of it: Is it due to the nature of these laws? or is anything

wrong with putting these laws in action?

We studied meticulous detail of these labor laws such as the minimum salary,
working hours and shifts, breaks, yearly or weekly vacations and holidays , sick leaves,
convalescence allowances and work injuries under the law of national insurance which
includes besides work injuries matters like profession-related diseases and calculating

allowances for disabilities resulting from those injuries.

This study covered as well labor disputes on both individual and group levels. We
shed light on the existence of legal, community body that would represent and defend

workers in any possible dispute.

We also explained the role for mediation, arbitration committees and labor courts in

solving such disputes.

To state this study comprehensive and fruitful, we also considered in detail the
monetary rights of the worker in the case of termination of work-contract, either by the

employer or the employee.
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What are the measures to be taken to assume a contract is expired and what possible
consequences, regarding duties or rights, might stem out of this.

In this study, we addressed some of the rights of Palestinian laborers who are
employed by Israeli employees either in "Area A", "B" or "C". We also addressed the
legal status of those laborers working at Israeli settlements on the Palestinian land, Judea
and Samaria, following the Israeli naming of these territories: i.e. the Israel —occupied

West Bank and the borderline with the Gaza strip.

As a very first step, we had to have a deeper look at legalization Sources in Israeli
lawmaking and court procedures to give the reader a clear insight of the law and court

systems addressed in this study.

The study shows a clear definition of a hiring contract according to Israeli law and to
what extent has the employer to provide information about work conditions, salary and
workplace to the worker, and the rules of work and any implications these rules might
have.

Moreover, the current study addressed the structure and system of both types of Labor
Courts in Israel: district and nationwide and their impact on organizing and maintaining

the rights of Palestinian workers.

The study assured the importance of these labor courts to strengthen the laws that

would protect these workers both Israeli and Palestinian.

This law is so powerful since it copies the Anglo-Saxon system that provides the
legitimacy to fill any legal gaps that may emerge and make obligatory unprecedented

laws.
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