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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the relationship between community culture and professional
tendencies among high school students in the Jerusalem and Bethlehem governorates and
to develop a framework for building a professional culture inspired by international
experiences. A mixed-methods approach was employed, incorporating both quantitative
and qualitative methodologies. In the quantitative phase, the researcher adopted a
descriptive correlational design to suit the study's nature and objectives. Additionally, a
developmental approach was used to build a conceptual framework for professional

culture based on global experiences.

The study sample consisted of 355 twelfth-grade students from the Bethlehem and
Jerusalem suburbs educational directorates during the 2023—2024 academic year, selected
through stratified random sampling for quantitative data collection. For qualitative data,
a purposive sample of 21 students was selected. Quantitative tools included a community
culture scale and a professional tendencies scale, which were validated for reliability and
accuracy. For qualitative data collection, the researcher conducted structured interviews

with participants.

The results indicated that high school students in Palestine perceived community culture
to be strong in dimensions such as occupational power, uncertainty avoidance,
masculinity vs. femininity, and collectivism vs. individualism, while perceptions were
moderate in long-term orientation and indulgence vs. restraint. Similarly, students’

responses regarding their professional tendencies were high in professional, social,
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analytical, and commercial tendencies and moderate in realistic and conventional

tendencies.

Furthermore, the findings revealed a positive correlation between students' perceptions of
community culture and their professional tendencies. The study found no statistically
significant differences in students' perceptions of community culture attributed to gender
in the dimensions of uncertainty avoidance and collectivism vs. individualism. However,
differences were noted in occupational power, long-term orientation, and indulgence vs.
restraint in favor of males, and in masculinity vs. femininity in favor of females.
Regarding the governorate variable, differences in the dimension of masculinity vs.
femininity favored Jerusalem, with no significant differences observed in other

dimensions.

For professional tendencies, no statistically significant gender differences were found in
social, commercial, conventional, and professional tendencies, but differences in realistic
and analytical tendencies favored males. Similarly, no statistically significant differences

in professional tendencies were found across the governorates.

Based on the study results, a framework for building a professional culture inspired by
international experiences was proposed. The study recommends implementing this
framework, enhancing the concept of professional culture in educational practices, and
conducting further research on professional tendencies and the factors influencing career

orientations among students in the Palestinian context.
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