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Abstract

The study aimed to build a proposed model to improve the role of management
in official Arab middle schools in enhancing the sense of belonging among students from
the perspective of principals and teachers. To achieve this objective, the researcher
adopted both the quantitative descriptive-developmental approach and the qualitative
approach. Data were collected using two tools: a questionnaire and interviews. Validity
and reliability of the instruments were also verified. The study sample consisted of (280)
teachers (12.8%) and (30) principals (32%), selected randomly using the "Thompson™
equation from official Arab middle schools in the northern district within the Green Line.
Based on both quantitative and qualitative findings, the proposed model was developed.
The findings revealed that the study sample's estimates of the role of management in
official Arab middle schools in enhancing students’ sense of belonging were highly rated.
The emotional aspect ranked first, followed by the activation of extracurricular activities
in second place, the social aspect in third, the role of parents in fourth, the role of teachers
in fifth, and the educational aspect in the last position. All these aspects were highly rated.

The findings also revealed no statistically significant differences in the mean
scores of principals' estimates regarding the role of management in enhancing students'
sense of belonging, attributed to the variables of gender and academic qualification.
While there were differences related to the variable of years of experience, with the group
having (5 to less than 10 years) of experience showing higher scores. Similarly, the
findings revealed no statistically significant differences in the mean scores of teachers'
estimates regarding the role of management in enhancing students' sense of belonging,
attributed to the variables of gender and years of experience. While differences were
found based on the academic qualification variable, with those holding a Bachelor's
degree showing higher scores.

Interview findings indicated that school belonging is a complex phenomenon
associated with psychological, social, organizational, and material factors. The sense of
belonging among students is influenced by several factors, including psychological and
social factors both inside and outside the school, such as exposure to bullying, limited
communication with parents, or family problems that affect students' sense of security.
The study also concluded with a proposal to improve the role of management in official
Arab middle schools in enhancing students' sense of belonging.

In light of these findings, the study recommended that official Arab middle
schools adopt the proposed model to enhance their role in fostering students' sense of
belonging to the school. It also recommended activating awareness programs and
initiatives that focus on promoting concepts of equality and belonging among students.

Keywords: Model, School Administration, Belonging, Middle School, Official Arab Government
Middle Schools.

216



