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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of criminal protection of juveniles within the Palestinian penal legislation
in light of modern trends toward restorative justice, and the necessity of harmonizing the national legal
system with international standards for the protection of juveniles. The study seeks to examine the extent
to which Palestinian penal legislation achieves a balance between the requirements of criminal justice

on the one hand and the need for special protection of juvenile offenders on the other.

The study is structured into two main chapters. The first chapter examines the specificity of legal
procedures applied to juveniles during the stages of criminal proceedings, while the second chapter is
devoted to the specificity of criminal sanctions imposed on juveniles, focusing on the philosophy and
objectives of punishment, with due consideration to the best interests of the juvenile.

To achieve its objectives, the study employs the descriptive method, the analytical method (both

inductive and deductive), and the comparative method.

The study concludes that the Palestinian legislator has established an institutional framework for dealing
with juveniles as part of a restorative criminal justice system. This framework includes specialized
juvenile police, prosecution, and courts, in addition to ensuring the confidentiality of trial sessions and
respecting the privacy of this group by prioritizing rehabilitative measures over custodial penalties. It
also emphasizes that the execution of sanctions should take place in social care and rehabilitation centers

rather than ordinary detention facilities.

However, the study also finds that this system continues to suffer from legislative and practical
shortcomings, most notably the limited procedural safeguards during the early stages of criminal
proceedings, as well as the weak integration of psychological and social considerations in assessing
preventive and protective measures. Accordingly, the study recommends the introduction of legislative
amendments aimed at strengthening effective protection and addressing existing gaps within the juvenile

justice system.
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